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TO 

THE SQUATTERS OF AUSTRALIA. 

THIS WORK, 
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OF THJB ORlfiATEST PBBSONAQB OF THBIB OBDBB, 

(among whom hat BB BBCKONBD 

ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, JBTHBO, MOSBS, AND JOB, 

AND IN LATEB TIMBS THE CBLBBBATBD MAHOMET, 

who; bbfobb he was a CAMBL-DBIVBB, 

TBNDBD SHEEP ON WAQBS LESS THAN A FABTHINO A DAY,) 

IS BESPECTFULLT INSCBIBBD BY 

THE AUTHOR. 



TO THE SHADE OF 



I. 
We sat, alone, in a trellised bower, 

And looked o'er the darkening deep. 
While the holy calm of the twiUght hour 

Came o'er our hearts like sleep ; 
And we thought of the hanks, and the bon^ie braes. 
That had gladdened our childhood's happy days : 

And he, the friend by my side, that sat, 

Was a widow's only son, 
A darling boy, on whom favouring Fate, 

Like a mother, had smiled upon : 
But sad is the soul when our hopes have wings, 
And when Memory to Grief, like a Syren, sings. 

III. 

Yes, thou wert that friend I But now I sit. 

Alone, by my cottage door ; 
And the shadows again of evening flit, 

Over the sea and shore ; 
And I look in the gloom, but thou dost not appear ; 
And I call on thy name, but no answer I hear. 

IV. 

They told thee tales of the sunny lands. 

Where gems and gold are found. 
Where they delve the ore in the river-sands. 

And diamonds pave the ground ; 
And they whiled thee away from thy mother's hearth. 
With its peace, and its love, and its voice of miHh. 

V. 

Alas ! no glittering wealth was here. 

No sapphires nor rubies shone ; 
But the voice of mirth that had thrilled in thine ear, 

The peace, and the love, were gone ; 
And the hopes thou hadst chased with such fond delight. 
Now melted away as the meteor's light. 



VI. 

Oft hare I watched thee gazing along. 
Where the home-boand vessels lay, 

Humming a verse from some old song, 
To beguile dull time away ; 

For a sorrow wa« secretly gnawing thy breast. 

Like the dove of the deluge, pining for rest. 

vn. 

A worm had cr^ in to the innermost fold 
Of thy life, with its venomous smart. 

And the spasm and flush too plainly told. 
How it cankered and preyed on thine heart : 

Thou knewest thy doom, but the tnmquil sleep 

Of death is a joy to those who weep. 

vm. 

Thou diedst : but memory's wizard power. 
With its train of the past had come. 

To comfort and cheer thy last sad hour, 
And to whisper of Home ! Home ! Home ! 

And thy spirit fled, with its blissful dream. 

Like a bird in the track of a bright sunbeant. 

IX. 

O talk of spring to the trampled flower, 

Of light to the fallen star. 
Of the rainbow's tints to the midnight shower. 

To the dead of glorious war! 
But you mock the exile's heart when you tell 
Of aught but the home where it yearns to dwelL 



X. 

Thy head with a golden diadem crowned. 

In spotless garments drest. 
Now tn;^ palm of glory thou wavest around, 

And sivst on the tlirone of the blest : 
Purest heart of love ! sweetest soul of truth ! 
This homage accept from the friend of thy youth. 



Several of the thoughts and expressions in the above dedication 
have been taken from a manuscript poem, lent to me by a friend, 
dead many years ago. But I do not think he was the author of 
the verses. 



DAVID, 



THE SHEPHERD KING, 



CHAPTEE I. 



David tends his father's flockb on the liills of Bethlehem. — His 
brother, Shammah, is despatched to fetch him home at the 
request of the Prophet Samuel, who has arrived at the village to 
oflfer a sacrifice- — After that religious rite has been observed, 
Samuel holds a feast, at which he anoints David with the oil of 
consecration, as the future King of Israel.— The young shepherd 
is sent to play on the harp before Saul, the present monarch. 

Under the spreading branches of a sycamore fig-tree, 
whose dense foliage cast flickering lights and shadows on 
the green turf beneath, sat a youth, clad in the coai^e gar- 
ments of a peasant. His bright blue eyes, that had always 
been friends with innocence, were sparkling with joy; but 
why he was happy he knew not; and the waves and ripples 
of his golden locks, as they were blown about by the gusts 
of the summer breeze, fretted the marble of his neck and 
shoulders with gilded traceries. In his right hand he held a 
shepherd's crook, and his left supported his chin, so as to 
raise his face upward, in an attitude of deep reverie; for 
his young imagination, ardent and tender, was painting life 
with ethereal colours. Nature was but a moving panorama of 
beautiful scenes, and hope no phantom deceiving with unaub- 
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fltantial idle dreams^ bat a staur-crowned sermph^ that rerealed 
an apocahpee of hearen, and pitiplieeaed of bliss. To the 
leathern girdle loond his tonic was stz^^qped his scrip, con- 
taining the materials of a rastic meal, untasted; and the 
gonrd, that thenoe hnng suspended, and whidi nas filled 
with water from the wells ci Bethl^em, was untonched; 
although it was the hour of his Jkoon-daj repast, and the 
fervid heat |might hare been expected to create a thirst 
craving intensely for a cooling draught. But more prized 
by him than the scrip or the gourd was a lyre, the constant 
companion of his rambles and watchings in these mountain 
solitudes; yet it also lay neglected on the ground. A flock 
of sheep was depasturing around him: some browsed the 
fragrant cistus in the dells; others in the open lea cropped the 
scarlet adonis and the crimson ranunculus, which spotted 
their mouths, as it were, with drops of blood; while up a 
steep crag had climbed a white goat, the leader of the 
troop, and from that pinnacled elevation rung his guiding 
bell, that tinkled with a fascinating, mysterious din. The 
sound, softened by the distance and by its descent from the 
clouds, appeared to have something spiritual in it, and drew 
the attention of the flower-thoughted youth. He listened 
eagerly, as if he expected some apparition to appear, or 
some supernatural event to happen. It now seemed to drop 
from the skies to the earth, and to run along the sward, as 
if it were the whisper of the grasses growing. The bushes 
caught and echoed it. Could it be the wind? Yet the 
umbrageous roof of tangled boughs over head stirred not a 
leaf. The breeze had passed away to sweep around the 
contiguous cliff and ravine, and left the valley that moment 
in a perfect calm. The sound grows louder, and, being stiU 
indistinct and confused, excites anxiety, mingled with dis- 
trust, for there is always a dread of the indefinite and 
incomprehensible. "What can it be? Is it a panther 
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crawling softly from its lair? or some horde of bandits 
prowling about to drive off the scattered members of my 
flock? Now all is stiU again." Assured that there was no 
cause of apprehension from robbers or wild beasts, the young 
musician snatches his lyre^ and, attuning the strings, gives 
expression to his trust in God in that beautiful psalm where 
he celebrates the providential care of the Divine Pastor: — 

The Lord is my shepherd ! "What shall I fear? 
Though in heaven He is, yet still is He here : 
Through fields, in their vesture of emeralds drest, 
He lei^eth my wandering footsteps to rest. 

On the lap of sweet herbs and bright flowers I lie, 
Lulled to sleep by the tinkling of rills that run by : 
If I slumber, He sleeps not, but watcheth my bed ; 
If I wake, He is guaroing from dangers my head. 

If, descending the Valley of Death, ray soul walk 
Amid legions of spirits in darkness that stalk, 
No evil shall touch me, no peril alarm. 
Protected from foes by his outstretching arm. 

For the wicked His staff is swift to chastise. 
But His roki ever spareth the meek and the wise : 
The Horn of my plenty His goodness shall fill ; 
And His care and His love shall my comfort be still. 

He had scarcely finished, when he heard his own name 
called. He startled at the familiar sound, at such a time, 
and in such a place. The syllables were repeated distinctly; 
and now he thought he recognised the voice. There was a 
rustle among the shrubs, and a crackle among the decayed 
brambles and thorns; and suddenly stood before him his 
brother Shammah, who addressed him thus: "I have been 
despatched for thee, David. Thou art wanted immediately." 
"What urgent business," replied the youth, "can require 
my presence ? It is but noon; and I only return home when 
I bring my flock to fold them in their pens at the shades of 
eve." "The prophet Samuel wishes to see thee; and my 
father sent me for thee. Make haste, for they are waiting,** 
answered Shammah. "The prophet Samuell" ejaculated 
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David, musing at the strangeness of the incident, and won- 
dering what so important and mighty a personage, whose 
fame for piety and learning was spread throughout the 
whole land of Israel, could seek in desiring communion 
with so humble and insignificant a creature as himself — a 
shepherd merely J Nevertheless, he rose forthwith and 
followed his brother. 

Lithe and light as the antelopes of Oush, they skipped 
from rock to ledge, treading out the perfume of the myrtle 
and the rosemary with their sandalled feet; or bounded 
down the smooth declivity, crushing the tufts of purple 
thyme. As they brushed along the grass, the hems of their 
robes were dyed yellow with the pollen of the matted crow- 
foots and the dandelions* mimic suns. After a pause, David, 
whose curiosity about the interview with the holy man had 
been much excited, but nothing relieved, inquired abruptly, 
"What said the prophet to my father about me, Shammah?" 
His brother answered, "He spoke but little, and that 1 did 
not understand. But I will relate what has occurred. At 
the second watch our little village was thrown into conster- 
nation by beholding a procession wending slowly down the 
Bamah road. It was Samuel, leading a heifer ornamented 
with a garland around its horns, and followed by a band of 
acolytes playing triumphant music on the trumpet and 
shawms, and the tabret and pipe. The elders of our town, 
dubious and distrustful, went out to meet him, and, saluting 
reverentially the great man, demanded of him, 'Comest 
thou in peace?* *In peace,' returned the prophet. *I am 
come to sacrifice to the Lord in the house of Jesse. Sanctify 
yourselves, and repair thither.* Then our father, much 
pleased to be so highly honoured, conducted the hierophant 
to our cottage, and assembled all the famUy. Samuel, 
looking fixedly at our oldest brother, Eliab, was delighted 
with his countenance, and approved of his stature and 
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deportment, and exclaimed, 'This is surely he! He towers 
above his brethren; he is comely and superb. But no. 
There is no genius in him; there is no lightning in his eye, 
no rainbow on his lips!' He whispered something to our 
father, who called Aminadab. Samuel regarded him 
intently, and said, ' Neither is this the choice of the Lord.' 
Then I was summoned to approach, and rejected likewise. 
The remainder of our brothers were examined, and each in 
his turn dismissed. Samuel was silent for a space, rapt in 
profound meditation. At length he asked, 'Are here all thy 
sons, Jesse?' Our father replied, 'There remaineth yet the 
youngest, and he is tending sheep.' The prophet answered, 
'Send, and fetch him hither; for we will not sit down to 
this feast unless he be present.' My father accordingly 
ordered me to bring you home instantly." 

They had now arrived at the dwelling, and David was 
Introduced to the prophet, who was highly pleased with 
him. He gazed at him with an intense satisfaction that 
was evident to all; he could not take his eyes from off him, 
but seemed fascinated with the sweet beauty of his features, 
and the radiant intelligence beaming over his whole face, 
like a sunshine. "Blessed art thou, my son!" exclaimed 
the assumed minister of God's will; " blessed art thou; for 
the Lord hath chosen thee." 

In a field contiguous to the house was a rural altar, 
constructed with rough unhewn stones, according to the 
regulations of the Levitical law. It had been built by Boaz> 
the grandfather of Jesse, on the spot where the poor but 
gentle Moabite widow had lain beside him all night, and 
uncovered his feet, in commemoration of her trustful love, 
and had since been used by their descendants as the domestic 
shrine where they paid their vows, and offered up their daily 
prayers. Here the household of Jesse, ' and some of the 
principal inhabitants of Bethlehem^ were congregated^ in 
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the midst of whom was Samuel^ conspicuous by the long 
curling tresses of his snow-white hair and beard. Venerable 
and m^'estic, he looked the impersonation of dignity and 
authority, as if he were conscious of the possession of some 
mysteriously exalted power ; who glanced at that sublime 
aspect, felt as if he were in the presence of some superior 
being, whose command was instant law. Terrible he looked 
when, with the knife flashing in the sun, like the flaming 
sword of the Cherubim, in his right hand, he approached 
the consecrated victim, and, laying his left on its head, 
plunged the weapon in its neck, severing the bleeding 
vessels and the spinal marrow. With a low moan, almost 

• 

Inaudible, and mute imploring eyes upturned to heaven, 
that seemed to reproach the cruelty of men, and to appeal 
to the mercy there, the heifer fell at the foot of the shrine, 
and, with scarce a struggle, expired. The blood he sprinkled 
upon the altar round about; and his assistants, having 
flayed off the skin, and cut out the caul, and the fat of the 
inward parts, deposited these on the burning billets, as 
an acceptable peace-offering to Jehovah (1.) The rest of the 
animal, after being duly washed with water, was divided 
into pieces, and carried away to be prepared into various 
dishes for the entertainment of the guests invited to the 
banquet. 

In the court of the house, under the shadow of treUised 
vines, the table was laid, and spread with baked, and boiled, 
and stewed meats, thin leavened bread of wheaten flour, 
parched com, cakes of barley-meal kneaded in olive oil and 

(1.) The offering of sacrifices originated from the idea that God 
was like a man, with a body requiring nourishment. This was 
supposed to be the sun or fire. Hence when fruits, cakes, oil, wine, 
salt, and the flesh of divers animals were burnt and consumed by 
the flames on the altar, they were supposed to be eaten by the 
deity. To propitiate his favour, he was presented with the first 
of the fruits, and the fatlings, without blemish, of the flocks and 
herds, so that he might feast on the choicest of viands. 
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sweetened with honey, dried figs, raisins, and dates, and 
fragrant wine made from the grapes of Eshcol. The vener- 
able prophet, who occupied the post of honour, blessed the 
repast, and distributed the viands, while the daughters of 
Jesse poured out the wine into wooden cups and ivory 
bowls, and handed them round to the guests according to 
the rank and age of the invited. The hospitalities of the 
board being duly dispensed, Samuel rose, and taking a horn 
that was attached to the girdle of his ephod, stepped slowly 
and solemnly towards the place where the youngest son of 
his host was seated, and poured the oil that it contained 
over the curling tresses of his head, and kissed him. The 
odour filled the air around like a cloud of incense. " With 
this holy oil,** pronounced the prophet, ** I consecrate thee 
to the service of thy country, and anoint thee king of the 
children of Israel. It will inspire thee with wisdom, and 
endue thee with strength above thy fellows, so that they 
shall acknowledge thee as their lord, and obey thee as their 
master; and thou shalt be henceforth the leader of Jehovah's 
chosen people.'' Immediately the countenance of David, so 
powerful was the impress of this simple ceremony upon his 
sensitive imagination, was irradiated with an efi^gence as 
if the glory of some angelic being had bedn cast upon it : 
genius, that lone star of the sky, had shot down from the 
empyrean and blazed upon his lucid brow like summer- 
lightning without a cloud; he felt he was destined to be 
exalted by fat-e. Henceforth the favoured of heaven, he 
was endowed with wisdom beyond the acquirements of his 
age, so that it was thought by his contemporaries he was 
inspire^ by the divinity; and not only was he the preserver 
of the Hebrew nation, and the founder of the throne of 
Judah« but the grand teacher of psalmody, the sweetest 
musician, and the first-bom of the poets. The acolytes, who 
had accompanied Samuel, hereupon blew their pipes and 
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clarions, and struck their dulcimers, and intoned the follow- 
ing ode in honour of the faithful and gentle shepherd pro- 
moted to be the future king of Israel: — 

On Bethlehem's craggy hills and flowery dells, 

A youthful shepherd led his flock to graze, 
"Where lilies grow, and golden asphodels ; 

While on his hai-p he sang Jehovah's praise. 

Ere yet the sun, behind Abarim's peak. 
Had flecked the grey dawn with a rosy fleece, 

He drove the goats from out their pens to seek 
The cistus clinging to the precipice. 

The sheep he taught to know his welcome voice, 
And follow him, conducting them to brooks ; 

The lambkins frisk before him, and rejoice ; 
The sickly kid imploring on him looks : 

Him, helpless, in his arms he gently takes, 

And carries, nestling in his bosom warm ; 
And kindly treats the ewe with young, and makes 

Her walk bi^t slowly, lest she meet with harm. 

Down from their lair, within a cavemed rock, 
Came prowling wolves, and leaped into the fold. 

And seized the ram from out the scattered flock. 
And him, wild butting with his horns, they hold : 

His piteous cries, beneath the tearing fang 
That ripped his neck, whence flowed the bubbling blood, 

The watchful shepherd heard, and quickly sprang, 
And chased the beasts back to their shaggy wood. 

To him, who to the poor and weak is kind, 

Yet brave to guard them from the fierce and strong. 

Whose bold heart answers to his gentle mind, 
The chaplet and the crown of praise belong. 

The faithful pastor to the creature dumb, 

Will faithful pastor to his fellows prove ; 
Hence to anoint thee with this oil we're come, 

The king of Israel, through Jehovah's love. 

The ceremony of consecration finished, the prophet and his 
companions departed, and returned to Bamah, the city of 
his fathers, and his own birth-place. 

But who is this, that is sitting on his ivory throne, 
brandishing his golden sceptre as a sword, and talking 
wildly and incoherently? His eyes are flashing, and his 
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brows axe knit and strung, as a bow that is tightly stretched 
to despatch a fatal arrow. He is arrayed in regal robes, 
and a crown is on his head, circled with a rainbow of glitter- 
ing gems. But the beauty of his majesty is dimmed by 
a cloud; his face is darkened with sorrow. It is Saul, the 
king of Israel, afflicted with a phrensy. How changed from 
the stalwart son of Eish, meek and ingenuous, when he went 
up to the city of Zuph to consult the seer about his father's 
lost asses! how different from the brave, self -reliant warrior, 
when he led the armies of Israel, and rescued Jabesh-Gilead 
from the wrath of the Ammonites! how altered from the 
stately prince, to whom all the people, assembled in GilgaJ, 
did homage for his successful valour! The officers of the 
palace were grieved, and consulted together about what 
measures were best to be adopted to relieve the sombre 
fatuity of their lord. "There is no charm like music to 
touch the furious passions, and soothe them into tenderness," 
remarked Nathan, then a young scribe of the household, 
but already evincing those profound talents that shortly after 
raised him to a high sacerdotal rank, and enabled him to 
acquire the reputation of a famous prophet. "It is the 
mediator between the sensual and the spiritual; it is the 
saviour of the soul from evil.** They proposed to their dis- 
tressed master, that he should allow some skilful musician to 
be brought to play before him, in order to allay his agitation, 
and cheer his melancholy. To this proposal the monarch 
joyfully consented, but inquired, " Where will y6 find such a 
man?" "I know a youth," rejoined Nathan, "who is an 
exceedingly clever performer On the harp. It is David, the 
son of Jesse, whose reputation is cherished tturoughout the 
district of Bethlehem for the g^raiideur, beauty, arid pathos of 
his lyric odes." "Send, and bring him to me," returned 
the king. 
The next day when €he fit of fury' attacked the monarch. 
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David was ushered into the royal presence. At first the 
vehement maniac took no notice of the musician, and heard 
the prelude of his melody, unmoved. But when he boldly 
struck the chords, and sang of the m^esty and power of 
God, Saul began to listen, seemed anxious, and soon became 
humbled. The youth warjned himself into inspiration with 
the grandeur of the theme he recited; and with exquisite 
accord between his harp and voice chanted, how in eternity 
God existed alone; how in the beginning of time He made 
the heavens and the earth out of nothing; how chaos was 
organised in space, matter informed with law, and life 
created, and endowed with shape and motion; how that He 
rides on the wings of the wind, and directs the storm; how 
that the volcano and the earthquake are His ministers, and 
the ocean with all its terrors His humble servant, to do His 
bidding, and administer to His wHl. , Then he spoke of the 
providence of the Deity; how that His gentle breath bloweth 
on the green bud, and the tender grass springeth, and the 
bloom is awakened by the kindling touch; how summer is 
the mother of the poor, folding them to her warm heart, and 
autumn their nurse, nourishing them from her exuberant 
bosom; how that the mammoth and the mite look to Him 
for food when they are hungry, and are always fed; how He 
buildeth the nest of the blind bird, and raiseth a marble 
palace for the worm (2,) compared to which the pyramids of 
the Pharaohs, and the temples of Thebes, are but hovels of 
day; how that man is the especial object of his love; how, 
when he was quickened into knowledge, God whispered into 
his conscience the promise of immortality, and cannot lie 
nor deceive. The sun may sleep in his cloud, careless of the 
voice of the morning ; but man shall awake in the tomb, 
called by the trump of the angels. The Creator never rests 

(2.) The coral islands buiJt by the zoophytes. ^ 
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from his labour, the Preserver never slumbers, nor tires, nor 
forgets his dependant creatures. None of his creatures 
deny his goodness, or accuse his power, none but man, who 
alone is ungrateful, unjust, and malevolent, and insults his 
Maker. 

The violent passions of the king were now completely 
subdued; yet he was still confused and perplexed, and 
played with his sceptre as a child's bauble, and laughed. 
But tears at length gushed from his eyes; the well of 
healing waters flowed: he sighed, and with heaving sobs, 
like the cries of a child just bom, recovered from the dark 
spasm that had seized his soul. The force of music had 
prevailed over the evil influence; ethereal harmony, floating 
in the air as a soft dew, had descended from the skies, 
refreshed his senses, and cooled the flery fever of his blood. 
Then, for the first time Saul perceived the youth who had 
administered so soothing a balsam to his disordered spirits, 
and loved him, and invested him with honours, and made 
him his armour-bearer. Daily he advanced in favour at 
court, respected by the officials, and particularly esteemed 
by the king, who despatched a herald to his father to 
demand his consent to his son's residence in the palace; to 
which proposition Jesse acceded, on condition of the lad's 
V return at the season of vintage to the paternal threshold. 

But David in the grand halls of Gibeah felt as if he were 
a stranger: his thoughts were with his home, in the humble 
abode of his father and brethren, and his heart was set 
upon the hiUs of Bethlehem, where he had so often interro- 
gated nature, examined his own conscience, and communed 
with his God. What are affluence and pomp without 
kindness and affection? The meanest worm that crawleth 
hath something of its kind to love it, and is superior to the 
man who is forlorn and desolate. He that is exalted in 
*rank, and not esteemed for his own sake« is still an alien. 



12 THE SHEPHERD KING. 

Yet David was beloved. The eyes of Michal, Saul's 
younger daughter, had looked upon him, and were so filled 
with the image of his beauty, she could see nothing else. 
Fierce and imperious as she was, yet she felt the need of 
love, as the weary feel the need of sleep, and as oft the 
impassioned and tender heart, when happiest, most feels 
the want to die. But the young courtier knew not this; 
and when he was summoned by his father to return home, 
and assist the household during the period of the vintage, 
he obeyed the call with alacrity, and rejoiced exceedingly. 



->^-^-«- 
->-^#"^ 
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CHAPTER II. 

The armies of the Israelites and Philistines are drawn up in battle 
array. — Goliath of Gath, a giant, challenges the warriors of Saul 
to a single combat.— None of them dare to contend against him. 
— David resolves to accept the challenge, and kills the giant with 
a stone hnrled from a sling. — The Philistines fly, and are pursued 
by the Jews.— A grand festival held in honour of the victory. 



It was now the autumnal equinox, when day and night 
are balanced in the heavens. Furious gales had descended 
from the gulleys of the Moab mountains, sweeping the thick 
foliage from off the oaks of Mamre, and baring the willows 
of the Jordan of their leafy vesture. The grapes had been 
gathered, amid song and dance and rustic merriment, and 
trodden out in the vat that seethed and frothed with the 
juice which strengtheneth the blood, and r€goiceth the heart 
of man; and the vines, reddened by decay, empurpled the 
fields in chequered patches. A few preliminary showers had 
fallen on the highest ranges, and filled the runnels that ran 
rejoicing down their shingly beds, leaping over boulders, and 
rushing over ledges, impatient to communicate the glad 
tidings of the early rains to the parched soil of the plains 
inflamed by the drought of summer. The sky was overcast 
with dappled black clouds, through which the wan sunshine 
streaked the hills with a hectic glow, fitful and evanescent ; 
while the slanting shadows from the rocks seemed to be the 
footsteps of the season hurrying towards the darkness of 
winter. The long blades of dried grass and stalks of thistles 
that had grown in the spring, in spots inaccessible to cattle 
and sheep, and therefore were still uncropt, sighed in the 
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blast, which also moaned about the caverns and sepulchres 
of Socoh, as if the spirits of its buried dead were bewailing 
the calamities which were so soon to befal their living kindred: 
for the Philistines were encamped on a height that over- 
looked the town, and the Jews had gathered together and 
pitched their tents on the elevated ground opposite, conti- 
guous to the valley of Elah, then covered with terebinth 
trees; and the fate of the two nations depended upon the 
results of the encounter. Both armies were marshalled in 
battle-array, ready for the strife; and from thousands of 
swords, and spears, and polished bucklers, flashed the. fitful 
sunshine with rival splendour. A herald, bearing a shield 
on his left arm, advanced from out of the ranks of the Philis- 
tines, and blew a flourish of loud notes on his clarion, to 
demand attention; and, following him, issued forth a gigantic 
warrior, whose shadow was so vast in the eventide that it 
spanned the glen, and darkened the brow of the hill, where 
were drawn up the Jewish cohorts. It was Goliath, of Gath, 
whose height was six cubits and a span. He was clad in a coat- 
of -mail of burnished silver, imbricated like the scales of Dagon, 
the idol of Ashdod; his neck was encased in plated gorgets, 
and his legs were sheathed in greaves of brass, while on his, 
head was a helmet, round as the gilded dome of the fish- 
god's temple. In his right hand he held a ponderous spear, 
the polished iron head of which gleamed like a beacon on a 
promontory, lighted to warn off danger; and on his back was 
strapped a target of Tyrian fabric, embossed with the fiery 
crest of the gryphon, the marine monster of Joppa. With 
a loud voice, rough as the roaring of a bull when he meets 
his rival in some narrow dell, the bellowing of whose dew- 
lapped throat reverberates in a thousand echoes through the 
rocky hills, this champion of the Philistines cried out unto 
the army of Israel, saying, "Why are ye set in martial 
order, host to contend against host? Let us spare the 



THE SHEPHEBD KING. 15 

effosion of blood, and settle this quarrel by single combat. 
Am not I a Philistine, and ye servants of Saul? Choose ye 
then a warrior from amongst the stoutest of your ranks, and 
let him come, and fight with me. If he prevail in the 
struggle, then my people will own your allegiance, and 
acknowledge you as our lords; but if I should triumph, then 
all of ye shall be our slaves. This is my defiance to the 
soldiers of IsraeL Let him, who is the most renowned for 
strength and valour, be deputed to decide in mortal strife 
this question between us." 

When the army of Israel heard this challenge, terror pre- 
vailed among their captains, and through all their ranks, 
down to the meanest soldier; even Saul, the king, dared not 
measure his prowess with such a formidable antagonist; nor 
Abner, the commander-in-chief, though tall in stature, and 
robust in frame, though inured to combats, and the van- 
quisher of a hundred foes. For thirty days successively, the 
giant paraded between the lines of the two camps, taunted the 
Jews for their cowardice, and repeated the challenge, to their 
annoyance and dismay; yet stiU none dared to. accept the 
encounter. 

David had returned to the hills of Bethlehem, and resumed 
his former occupation of watching his father's flocks, and 
was so employed when he was ordered to repair to the army 
of Israel, where his three oldest brothers were serving as 
soldiers. ^^Take an ephah of this parched corn, these 
baskets of melons, cucumbers, and sycamore figs, and these 
ten loaves to thy brethren, and inquire of their health, and 
see how they fare," said Jesse to his son, ^^ and present these 
ten cheeses to the captain of their band, that he may be 
attentive to their wants, and kindly disposed towards 
them." So David harnessed the waggon, and carefully 
stowed within it the provisions, and, taking with him one 
of his father's servants, arrived at the trenches of the 
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encampment, where lie left the carriage and horses in 
charge of the groom, and, explaining his errand to the sen- 
tinels, passed inside the lines, found his brethren, and affec- 
tionately saluted them. While they were talking together, 
asking and answering questions relating to home and family 
matters, lo! the giant of Gath stalked forth again in his 
customary manner, and with a high-flown haughtiness of 
demeanour, and insulting language, hurled defiance, and 
reiterated the boastful challenge. This time he advanced 
further towards the Israelite troops, who fled precipitately, 
so great a dread they entertained of his tremendous 
appearance; which David perceiving, inquired of some of 
the fugitives who were running past him, "What reward 
will be given to him who shall kill the giant, and remove 
this sore reproach from our nation? And who is this pagan 
Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living 
God?" They answered him, "The king will enrich him 
with wealth, will exalt him in rank, invest him with 
power, and grant him his daughter in marriage. He will 
also render his father's house free from the payment of 
tribute." Eliab, David's eldest brother, overhearing the 
conversation, was angry at what he thought to be presump- 
tion on the part of David, and sharply rebuked him. " Why 
earnest thou hither?" said he to the lad, over whom he 
considered he held authority by right of primogeniture and 
worldly experience. " To whose charge hast thou committed 
the sheep ? hast thou left them unprotected in the wilderness, 
to be a prey to ravening beasts? I know thy haughty temper, 
and the pride and vanity of thy heart. Thy frivolous and 
childish curiosity has led thee hither that thou mightest 
witness a battle.*' To which insulting speech David quietly 
replied, without retort or incrimination, " What have I done 
to offend thee? Is there not a cause why I should be here? 
Hast thou not received thy rations at my hand? Hast thou 
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forgotten our father's message, and our mother's blessing?" 
Taming round to another group of soldiers, David addressed 
them, and repeated his inquiries in a similar manner, and 
received the same answer. He then tried to stop the panic, 
and restore order and confidence. 

This noble conduct of the youth was reported to Saul, 
who was surprised and pleased at the recital, and com- 
manded David to be brought before him. When escorted 
to the royal tent, the monarch, so tormented had been his 
intellect lately by attacks of insanity, recognised not in the 
lad the sweet musician whose harp had so often soothed his 
ire, and charmed his melancholy; but addressed him thus, 
"Thou art not strong enough to contend against this 
champion of the Philistines; thou art but a boy, while he 
has reached to the fulness of manhood, and kas moreover 
been trained to arms. Thou art no match for him." With 
confidence, but without arrogance, David replied, "My 
heart fails not because of his stature and size: the race 
is not always to the swift, nor the battle to the strong. 
With my lord's permission, thy servant will accept the 
challenge." To which the monarch kindly answered, "I 
tell thee, thou art not able to fight with this redoubtable 
warrior." " I once watched my father's goats on the wild 
hills of Bethlelem," rejoined the young shepherd, " when a 
lion and a bear together came to attack the fiock, and each 
took a kid from its dam. But ere they had time to tear 
their prey, or taste the blood, I killed the bear with a stone, 
and, catching hold of the lion by the mane, I slew him with 
my knife, and rescued the bleating kids from the maws of 
the beasts. The Lord, who delivered me out of the mouth 
of the lion, and from the paw of the bear, will defend and 
guard me from the hand of this heathen." Seeing that the 
youth was resolved to essay the combat, Saul commis- 
seratingly consented to his acceptance of the challenge, and 
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added, "Go, and tiieljori be vith theer* Then he ordered 
his attendaats to fetch a suit of his own armoor, a brazen 
helmet with a goldeii oest, a ooat of steel mail, and a sword 
of Damasens ware, then ^moos, as now, after three thousand 
years, for the temper of its blade, and these he presented to 
the jurenile hero. Darid pnt them on, bat as they were too 
large for his body, and would not fit in any way, he doffed 
them, and resumed his shepherd's dress of goafs skin and 
coarse linoi. With these accoutred, and armed only witii 
his ordinary weapons, his staffs his knife, and his sling, he 
went forth to the encounter, relying on the protection of his 
God. He had to cross a brook running in the bottom of the 
Tale, that lay, as it were, in a nest, between the two hills 
where the separate armies were located. The little rill, 
babbling of peace and rural gladness, caught his eye, and 
drew his thoughts to kindred scenes in his native glades and 
dells, and in an instant his fath^s cottage, with its happy 
inmates, passed before his fancy in a blissful vision. He 
could not but look with rapture, even in his present state of 
doubt and danger, on the stream as it splashed against the 
stems of the bulrushes, whose spiked heads bad been broken 
off by the autumn winds, and were decaying in the water ; 
and there he perceived in the pebbly bed round stones of 
flint, veined and striped and silvered like an agate, and the 
happy thought stuck him to pick up some, to be used as 
missiles in his sling, instead of trusting to his knife and staff 
alone in the approaching combat. Five of these he selected 
and carefully examined, and, finding them to answer his 
purpose, deposited them in his scrip. And now he was 
within hailing distance of his Philistine antagonist. 

Preceded by the trumpeter bearing his shield as before, 
Goliath awaited the youth, astounded at his audacity, and 
holding him in supreme derision and contempt. *' Am I a 
dog," roared the giant, '' that thou art come with a stick to 
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beat me? Impudent ^arlet! I will punish thy insolence, and 
immolate thee on the shrine of Dagon. I curse thee in the 
name of all our gods.** But David calmly replied, " Thou 
art armed with a sword, with a spear, and with a shield; 
but I am defenceless, yet I rely on the Lord of hosts, the 
God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. He will 
deUver thee into mine hand, and I will smite thee, and 
strike off thy head; and I will give the carcases of thy 
soldiers to the fowls of the air, and the beasts of the field, 
that the earth may know there is a God, and that he 
deUghteth in Israel. All who are here shall see tl^at 
Jehovah saveth not with sword nor spear: the battle is His' 
and He giveth the victory — not tp the proud and strong — 
but to the humble and feeble who confide in his justice and 
power.'* The combatants mutually advance and draw nigh 
— ^the Philistine, poising his spear, infiamed with rage, and 
furious; but David composed and self-possessed. Putting 
his hand in his scrip, the trustful shepherd took thence one 
of the stones, and, fixing it in the sling, swung it round and 
round, and then threw it whizzing through the air. It 
struck the giant on his forehead, crushing in his temples. 
With a short explosive groan, and a spasmodic leap, that 
lifted him three cubits from the ground, he feU — a heavy, 
inanimate mass of clay. Then David ran forward and stood 
upon the Philistine, and, taking hold of his immense sword, 
with difficulty drew it out from its scabbard, and with it cut 
the head off the giant. 

- The Philistines, finding their champion was dead, fled in 
consternation. But the men of Israel shouted, and pursued 
after them as far as the valley of Ekron up to that city's 
gates. The rout extended even to Shaarim and Gath, along 
the highway to which places the bodies of the killed, the 
maimed and crippled, lay extended, like a fallen forest, a sad 
sacrifice to Moloch, their sanguinary god of war. The shades 
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of eyening stopped the pnrsnit further; so the Jews retnmed 
and plundered the abandoned tents of their enemy, where 
they fonnd rich famitnre, and somptuons clothing, and 
costly yessels of gold and silver, and ample munitions of 
war. David was retracing his steps back to his tent, with 
the head of Goliath in his hand, the blood dripping from the 
neck and nostrils, and matting in gory tangles the long 
flowing curls of the beard, when he was met by Abner, the 
general of the troops of Israel, who conducted him to the 
presence of the king. Saul, still unable to recog^se him, 
praised his valour, and extolled the magnitude of the deed 
he had done, which had saved his compatriots from servi- 
tude, and rescued his country from disgrace and shame, and 
asked the youthful conqueror, brave but gentle, self-reliant 
but not self-suflScient, "Who art thou?** David answered, 
" I am the son of thy servant Jesse, the Bethlemite.** Saul 
then remembered him, and inquired, "Art thou the same 
who played so sweetly on the harp, and charmed my melan- 
choly, and soothed my spirits when they were wild and 
disordered?** " I am he who sometimes sang before my lord 
^he king, and pleased him.** The monarch took the youth 
into greater favour than before, advanced him to a high 
estate, and enrolled him among the captains of the bands: 
so much, was he prized that he was deputed to attend upon 
the sovereign wheresoever he went; moreover, the household 
of the palace esteemed him, and he was admired, and loved 
by the whole people. 

The sword of Goliath was presented by Saiil to the temple 
of Jehovab at Nob, (1) and dedicated to the glory of the pre- 

(1.) The ancient Greeks hung up trophies of their successful 
battles, such as swords, spears, and shields, in the temple of 
Apollo, at Delphi; and the Bomans dedicated their spolia opima to 
Jupiter in the citadel-fane of the capitol. So also Catholic and 
Protestant states alike consecrate in their churches the flags and 
standards taken from the enemy. 
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siding deitj there, in the manner of the surrounding nations, 
who offered similar tributes to their divinities, whether 
known as Baal, Moloch, Adonis, or Zeus — all of them but 
attributes of the primitive sun-god, and many of whom 
were worshipped at that time by some tribe or other of the 
Hebrews. But the noblest honour David had achieved by 
his intrepidity, and the most precious reward won by his 
unpretentious deportment, were the faithful attachment and 
disinterested devotion of Jonathan, the worthiest of the 
king's sons, who conceived an intense liking for the young 
hero: he loved him as his own soul. They made a covenant 
together of truth and fidelity, and were united henceforth 
in bonds of indissoluble friendship; to seal which compact, 
and make it binding on his part, Jonathan stripped himself 
of his robe and garments, even to his girdle, and gave them, 
with his bow and sword, as pledges of his vow. 

In commemoration of this victory over the Philistines, 
and the slaughter of their champion, Goliath, a grand fes- 
tival was appointed to be held at Gibeah. Deputies of the 
most influential of the citizens, and the fairest of the 
maidens, were chosen from every city in Israel to proceed 
thither. The damsels brought with them wine, oil, honey, 
cakes,, and dried fruits, contained in painted earthen vessels, 
or baskets of ivory, and olive and Shittim wood, which latter 
they carried on their heads; while they held in their hands 
little silver dishes of open filagree work, fiUed with sweet 
spices and the balm of Gilead. These were their contri- 
butions to the soldiers of Saul, who had fought so valiantly in 
the cause of their country, and their offerings to the shrine 
of Jehovah for the triumphant issue He had vouchsafed to 
the campaign just terminated. Lovely were these daughters 
of Israel: to have been elected of the troop was to be dis- 
tinguished for superior beauty. The more wealthy of them 
travelled on camels and asses, which were decked with gay 
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attire, as well as their mistresses. Around the saddle-cloths 
depended down the sides of the beasts tassels of wool dyed 
in Tyrian purple; on their heads stood scarlet and yeUow 
cockades, nodding and shaking like proud crests; and neck- 
laces and frontlets of little moons flashed in the sunshine 
from their polished silver and brass crescents. Others of the 
virgins, from choice or lack of othpr means of conveyance, 
walked; and stately and erect, with their valued burdens, 
they trod with sandalled feet the dusty turf, or stepped forth 
with ease and grace, with elegance and dignity, befitting the 
pomp of their resplendent charms, on the crisp dry leaves, 
torn by the autumnal gales from the trees, and strewn 
before their path — a mosaic pavement of many brilliant 
odours. No fatigue knew they, for they were inured to toil, 
which had shaped their forms into moulds of symmetry; 
and their plain diet, and the fresh breath of the mountain 
air, blowing from copses of myrtle and bay, enriched them 
with the priceless dowry of rosy health. Nor did they neg- 
lect the arts of adornment. They painted their lids with 
kohol (2) to form the eye into an almond shape, so much 
esteemed by Orientals; strung rows of pearls and shells 
and beads around their necks; fastened on their arms and 
feet bracelets and anklets of gold, that jingled and clanged 
at every movement; and arrayed themselves in their finest 
robes. 

Now the procession had arrived at the royal residence, 
where it was met by Merab and Michal, the two daughters 
of the king, attired in purple, with gold embroidery, and 
coiffed with rich silken turbans, glistening in front, each 
with a little round mirror, like a miniature sun, attended 
by a large concourse of matrons, and bands of musicians 
playing on the sackbut, psaltery, hautboy, and cymbals. 

(2.) The sulphuret of antimony, or the black antimony of 
commerce. 
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The princesses headed tl^e troop of damsels, and led the 
appropriate dances in honour of the lord of battles, and in 
celebration of the recent victory. Ten thousand voices 
joined the instruments, and loud the surges rose of Halle- 
lujah to the Highest, glory to the King of Israel, but 
blessings on the head of David, the shepherd of Jehovah's 
people. There was the monarch, arrayed in purple, and 
seated on a throne of ivory, inlaid with gold and ebony, and 
set with precious gems; but all eyes were diverted from the 
spectacle of his grandeur and magnificence to contemplate 
a fair and gentle youth, meek in demeanour, yet proud with 
the consciousness of integrity, and of a comliness so perfect, 
it was the theme of admiration of either sex, of the young 
and of the old. None gazed upon him with more ardent 
sympathy and keener yearning than did Michal, now 
humbled by love. None of all the maids of the tribe of 
Benjamin were more handsome than she, the favourite 
daughter of Saul : none were more impassioned, none more 
tender ; fire and water were met in her ; the fiercer were 
her passions, the greater need she felt for affection : in her 
wild black eye, like a thunder storm, flashed the lightning 
of scorn, of hate, and anger ; but on her soft rounded lips, 
red with the blood of roses, were the alternate sunshine and 
the shower of the springtide of life, that promises a rich 
harvest of unreaped delights. Love was the angel that 
spoke to her heart a new revelation, and prophesied about 
a heaven to be found on the earth. This was the burden of 
the heroic ode chaimted in unison by the multidudes assem- 
bled there, while the damsels danced in a ring round 
Michal, selected for that honour, on account of her rank and 
her superb beauty. 

Come, with hand knit in hand, advance, 
And weave wiih nimble feet the dance. 
Through mazes intricate we run, 
Hevolving round cor central sun ! 
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With martial step now paee along. 
And chaunt the battle-field in song, 
The onset, and the glorious strife, 
When man contends with man for life. 

Victims have bled on Moloch's shrine; (3) 
But now, we hail the Queen divine, (4) 
Who bids the cruel rites to cease. 
And greets us with the kiss of peace. (5) 

(3.) That the Jews offered human sacrifices, as well as all other 
nations, is proved by the edict in Leviticus xxvii. 28, 29, enjoining 
and enforcing the practice of that most horrid of all murders, and 
the stories of Abraham and Isaac, Japhet and his daughter, and 
David and the sons and grandsons of Saul. The victims in these 
instances were presented to £lohim or Jehovah. But how many 
more were immolated on the altars of Chemosh and Moloch ! How 
many of the kings of both Israel and Judah made their children pass 
through the fire to appease the wrath of those cruel idols! It even 
appears that cups of blood, perhaps human, were offered up to their 
gods by the Jews, and drunk .by the votaries— (see Psalni xvi. 4.) 
Nevertheless they were no worse in this respect than their more 
civilised neighbours, the Phoenicians, who long continued the dreadful 
rite of human sacrifice. A thousand years after, the iniperiid Csesars 
commanded their Gallic prisoners of war to be buried alive, in 
honour of the sanguinary deities of Rome ; and six hundred years 
later, Arabia was streaming with blood till the oblation of human 
victims was abolished by the celebrated Mahomet. His father had 
been vowed by his grandfather to an idol in the Kaaba of Mecca, 
and was only redeemed at the price of one hundred camels. 

(4.) Ashteroth, the Queen of Heaven, who, in one of her attri- 
butes, was the samoi as the Grecian Aphrodite, and the Latin 
Venus, the Goddess of Love, to whom no animal was offered in 
sacrifice, but who was satisfied with the incense of flowers, and best 
pleased with the happiness of her worshippers. 

(5.) "The Kissing Dance," which is still perfoimed by the 
peasants of Brittany, is a relic of the ceremonies observed by their 
ancestors 4000 years ago, in honour of Baal and Ashteroth. From 
the Syrians it was adopted by the Greeks, who dedicated it to 
Phoebus and the Muses. It consists in figures emblematic of solar 
and planetary motions. The most beautiful of .the damsels is 
selected to stand in the centre, while the rest of the maidens, 
linked together, form a ring and dance round her, moving in curious 
labyrinthine mazes, and ending in lovesome tangles and mutual 
embraces. There are games still played by children throughout 
Europe, which, from some of their characteristics, are likely to haye 
been religious exercises in the early davs of the world ; possibly, 
some of the evolutions of modem ball-rooms were once sacred 
quadrilles and polkas; the pirouette is represented on an Egyptian 
monument 60(K) years old. The word oall is evidently derived 
from Baal, the ruler of nature, the sun, and still signifies a round 
object as well as a dance, or dancing in a circle. 
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The cymbals clash, the trumpets sound, 
Bring balm to heal the soldier's wound; 
Bufc flowers strew where heroes tread, 
And crown with bays the victor's head. 

From rocky mount to bosky glen 
Echoes the shout of welcome, when 
Back from the wars our brothers come, 
Bearing their shields before them home. 

Glad are the maids of Israel then ! 
Loud raise on high the choral strain ! 
King Saul has kiUed a thousand men, 
But David has ten thousand slain. 

Saul turned pale when he heard these words, and was 
very wroth : so under the white ash glows the burning coal. 
Yet he suppressed his rage for the moment. But the stanza 
kept ringing in his ears. 

King Saul has killed a thousand men, • 
But David has ten thousand slain. 
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The palm they give to him," exclaimed the envious 
monarch, " and faint the praise they yield to me. What 
more can he wish, to what more aspire, unless it be the 
throne of Israel." From that day rose a bitter hatred in 
his heart against the youthful warrior, whom he determined 
to sacrifice to his resentment on the first favourable oppor- 
tunity. And pregnant with much suffering and deep 
disasters to David was the tribute of admiration paid to him 
by an enthusiastic populace, and admiring maidens: the 
brightest days produce the heaviest dews ; though thunders 
come with storms, yet there are summer lightnings without 
a cloud. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Saul attempts to take the life of David.— Gives him his daughter 
Michal, in marriage. — Becomes envious of him again, and tries 
a second time to kill him. —David seeks refuge with Samuel and 
the prophets. —Saul's pursuit after him, and unsuccessful endea- 
vour to capture him. 



" Saul has slain his thousands, but David his tens of 
thousands," repeated the monarch of Israel next mom, on 
awakening from a slumber disturbed by dreams. Never- 
theless, he rose from his couch, with an assumed tranquillity, 
performed his customary ablutions, repeated his daily orisons, 
and attired himself in the same royal habiliments he had 
worn at the grand festival yesterday. Having banqueted, 
he sent for David. As soon a-5 the youth appeared he fixed 
upon him a keen suspicious look, bewildering to the musi- 
cian, who was abashed, and for a while confounded; but, 
conscious of having done no wrong, he became more assured, 
and composedly tuned his harp. He then played a soft air 
full of languishment, that held the perturbed spirit in its 
gentle control; and as the dulcet accords mdlted along the 
strings, so vanished his cruel purpose. He listened to 
David's voice, and thought it soared to the heavens, higher 
and higher, whither his own soul followed it, and he wad 
happy for the moment in the delusion. But the echoes 
grew fainter, till they seemed to dissolve in the clouds, for 
the music had ceased; and ere David had time to begin a 
new song, the evil influence had prevailed, — the spasm, 
curbed and held down by the soothing spell of sweet sounds, 
now gained full force and mastery over him, and ruled him 



THE SHEPHERD KINO. 27 

to its own fell intent. As swift as tlie thought that 
prompted the deed, he grasped a javelin, that lay resting 
against his throne, and hurled it at the musician, intending 
to transfix him to the wall with it. But David had watched 
the movements of Saul, and when his hand was raised, 
armed with the dart, promptly moved aside, and avoided 
the blow; and the weapon stuck against the cedar wain- 
scoting. To hate and envy henceforth was added the fear 
of David in the agitated breast of the king, wretched 
through malevolent passions in his pomp and glory. But 
the discreet shepherd drew back his feet from the trail of 
the serpent, and fled. 

Defeated in his attempts to take the life of David, 
Saul appointed him to a commission in the army, then in 
active service, hoping that the enemy would kill him, as 
his impetuous valour would be likely to lead him into 
danger, perhaps inextricable. In this service he distin- 
guished himself, and gained a reputation for military 
abilities. So highly was he praised by the other captains 
to the king, that Saul relaxed from his anger, and deemed 
it more judicious to make a friend than create a foe in the 
rising hero. So he offered him his oldest daughter, Merab, 
in marriage, to unite his fortunes with those of royalty, and 
connect him to his family by ties of relationship. David 
was flattered at the proposal, and assented to the union; 
but when the time approached that had been fixed upon 
for the espousals, Sauls mind, swayed again by vindictive 
passions, changed its purpose, and the maid was given to 
Adriel, the Meholathite, for his wife. 

Scarcely had the nuptials of Merab been consummated 
when she informed her father that her sister Michal was 
secretly enamoured of David. With the moody inconsisiency 
of madness, the monarch regretted his insulting conduct to 
the young officer, defrauded of his bride, and ^ov^^s^ \a 
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repair the injury by bringing abont the union of his yoonger 
daughter with the youth. " Sound his feelings in the matter/' 
said he to his courtiers, "and commend the charms of l^^^hij 
in his presence. Hint that the whole of my household esteem 
him, and that I, in particular^ delight in him, and desire to 
redeem the affiront I put upon him by giving him Michal in 
place of Merab. Advise him earnestly to be my son-in-law." 
The officials duly obeyed, and intimated to David the king's 
regret for the past, and his wishes respecting the future. 
David, a little dubious of the proposition, and suspecting 
some mischief concealed in it, yet loving Michal more than 
Merab, and much more inclined towards the present arrange- 
ment, replied with sincere delight, sobered, however, by a 
respectful homage, " Seemeth it to you so light a thing to 
be the son-in-law of Saul, that ye speak in this manner to 
me? I am but a poor man's son, while Michal is the 
daughter of the king." This meek and humble answer was 
reported to Saul, who rejoined, " Thus shall ye say to him: 
The king desireth not a dowry, but a hundred heads of the 
Philistines, to be avenged of his enemies." For Saul 
harboured again malignant intentions towards the youth, 
trusting that he would this time fall in the battle-field. 
Michal was offered as the price of his valour, not to incite 
him to martial exploits, but to lure him to his destruction. 
His death he sought — ^not his daughter's happiness, which 
he valued as nothing in comparison. 

So David equipped himself again for martial service; but 
before he set out Michal had contrived to send him furtively 
a scarlet flower of the pomegranate to express the ardour of 
her love, and a ripe fruit that had burst its rind, shedding 
its red stores of sweetness, as a symbol of her heart that 
would break if he claimed not the fulfilment of her f ather^s 
pledge. In addition, she had despatched in a golden casket 
an Egyptian amulet, consisting of a cornelian gem, engraved 
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with a winged circle, containing in its centre the all-seeing 
eye, to protect him from evil. These charms were strictly 
forbidden by the edicts of their religion to Jewish maidens; 
but the heajrt a.cknowledges no law so absolute as love, and 
the unknown is always potent. The mysterious is a god 
sitting behind dark clouds, holding in his hands the thun- 
derbolts of fate. 

From this second expedition David returned, bringing 
with him two, instead of one hundred skulls of the 
Philistines, an ominous dowry for a wife. They were counted 
before the king, and the tally duly taken, when Michal, the 
reward of so much slaughter, was presented to the conqueror. 
She came, attired in the pomp of loveliness: with glistening 
eyes that beamed with impatient love, lips parched with 
sighs of flame, and the pulses dancing with joy in all her 
arteries, she stepped forward, and with a graceful bow, and 
both hands gently placed upon her bosom, respectfully 
saluted her future husband. A short time after, their 
marriage was celebrated. Alas! that love and life should 
ever sever. The serpent could not have whispered a sweeter 
tale to Eve than Michal heard repeated by her own fluttering 
heart; and she too was deceived. Soon from her slack hand 
dropped the flowers she had gathered with so much delight; 
soon she found that happiness is but the dream of those that 
wake, and if ever truly eigoyed, it is in the visions of our 
sleep. 

The increasing fame of David aggravated the dislike 
entertained by Saul towards him, although now the husband 
of his favourite daughter. Envy of the merits of others was 
the reigning passion of his soul — he could not brook a rival 
in reputation or in power — ^he had long since repudiated the 
counsels of Samuel, and shunned the presence of that reverend 
seer because he would not be advised nor led; he must be 
his own instructor and guide, and take action only from the 
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dictates of his own wild wilL In his wicked designs against 
his newly created son-in-law he endeavoured to gain over 
Jonathan. But the son of Saul was also the brother of 
David, not by kinship only, but by solemn pledges of 
mutual fidelity and help. To his father's treacherous 
schemes of destruction Jonathan opposed a steady and 
firm resistance, and endeavoured to dissuade him from 
them. " Let not the king think evil/' protested Jonathan. 
** Injure him not, nor sin against the law of God which 
abjures murder! Hath not David laboured in thy cause 
and worked to protect thy dominions, and uphold thee 
on thy throne? and hath he not often put his life in his 
hand and staked it in his battles with the Philistines, and 
wrought out the salvation of Israel? Thou wert a witness 
to his marvellous deeds, and didst rejoice at his achieve- 
ments. Wherefore now wilt thou spill innocent blood and slay 
thy son-in-law without a cause?'' Saul was affected by the 
pleading of Jonathan and desisted from his nefarious 
projects: he was again reconciled to David, who was restored 
to his former dignities. "As the Lord liveth," swore the 
king, "he shall not be slain." Scarcely was the oath 
uttered, however, before he attempted to break it, so 
unreliable was his purpose, influenced by every rising 
passion; so tumeth the sandstorm of the desert, blown about 
by the spiral breath of the sirocco, till its lofty column falls in 
a cloud of dust upon the ground, leaving the waste more, 
sterile and accursed. Again he was in his palace, seated on 
his throne, issuing orders to his captains and rulers, when 
the maniacal fit came on, manifested by knit brows, frantic 
gestures, and disconnected furious language. David was 
called by the officials immediately to administer the usual 
relief with his soul-subduing harp. He played with more 
than skill, with inspiration caught from sleep; for in a 
dream he had heard an angel sing, and he had remembered, 
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when he wakened, the melody and the hymn which he now 
repeated, and which again soothed the sickness of the king. 
But Michal, entering the apartment, drew the musician's 
attention away from his instrument. That moment Saul 
threw his dart at David, but again missed him, and lodged the 
weapon in the wooden wall as before. David rushed from 
the room, and proceeded quickly to his own house to consult 
his friends. 

Shortly after he was rejoined by Michal, who had remained 
behind in the palace to ascertain what further mischief her 
father intended to inflict upon her husband, and she had 
learned that he was about to despatch spies to watch their 
house, and waylay him as he would issue forth in the 
morning. This intelligence she communicated to David, 
saying, " If thou save not thy life to-night, to-morrow thou 
wilt be slain. The approaches of. our dwelling are guarded. 
I will let thee down by the window that looks into the 
garden, where thou canst hide thyself under the shadow of 
the shrubbery until the darkness of night. Then it will be 
easy for thee to dimb over the wall and escape.'' She took 
a long web of strong linen, spun and woven by her hand- 
maidens, and attached one end of it to a bracket fixed in 
the wall to support the tutelary image of the household (for 
statues and other works of art were employed by the Jews 
to sanctify, as well as to ornament their apartments in spite 
of Levitical prohibitions,) and holding it over the sill, gave 
him the other end to grasp in order to assist his descent. 
They parted affectionately, with many vows, often repeated, 
of fervent attachment, and protestations of unwavering 
faith under every trial and persecution. He kissed her, and 
could scarcely tear himself away from her : she was his first 
love, when the heart is most tender though the soul most 
blind ; and the tears gushed as an overflowing fountain t^ 
her eyes, welling from her heaving 'boaom., «»;gi.\».\fc^ ^«SJ2a. 
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sorrow and tribulation. He was gone ; and her peace and 
happiness had vanished with him henceforth for ever. 
She took the teraphim that had stood upon the bracket, and 
that represented the figure of Adonis, the god of the neigh- 
bouring Phoenicians, fashioned cunningly with the charms 
of youth and manly beauty, which she had chosen to be the 
presiding genius of her habitation from its fancied reeem- 
blance to David, and put the carved sun-god in his bed, 
reclining on a pillow of goat's hair, and covered with a 
counterpane of woollen cloth, embroidered with quaint 
devices worked in the looms of Memphis. 

When morning broke, the spies, finding that David left 
not the house as usual, called at the entrance gate, and 
inquired about him. Michal replied, " He is sick." Saul, 
being told this message, sent especial officers to bring him, 
though ill, and lying in his bed, to the palace. They went 
as commanded, and were ushered into the room where was 
the bed; but, on lifting the coverlet, they found, not David, 
but the teraphim which Michal had laid there, in his stead. 
Seeing that they had been deceived, they led Michal away 
to her father, who reproached her bitterly. "Why hast thou 
sent away mine enemy so that he has escaped ? Why hast 
thou practised this fraud upon me? Was this the conduct of 
a daughter?" "It is the conduct best worthy of a wife," 
retorted she, " who honours her husband, and is esteemed 
by him." Saul's wrath was rising at the high tone of 
Michal's defence of David; he bit his lips, and turned pale, 
as was his wont when in a rage, which she perceiving, and 
fearful of offending too much, added, though she knew the 
statement to be false, " Besides he threatened he would kill 
me if I offered any opposition." This pacified her father: he 
believed her story, and accepted the excuse, and dismissed 
her. 

David took refuge with Samuel, who was then in "R-a-TTiflVi, 
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and related to him the troubles and sufferings he had endured 
from the animosity of SauL ^'He is alienating the hearts of 
his people by his folly and wickedness/' remarked the pro- 
phet, " and he is abandoned by God. His rashness will soon 
invite the infliction of terrible calamities ; sad will be his 
£ate« unpitied, because deserved. But let us leave this place, 
my son, as we are here too much exposed to the power of 
the Tengefnl king, and repair to Naloth, where we shall be 
more safe, among friends who will watch over us." So they 
abided in the latter place for a season. 

It was soon told to Saul that David had found an asylum 
at Naioth, among the prophets who then had established a 
college there, where the acolyte received the training fitting 
him for lus high vocation, and where the whole community 
of saints lived together, united by the ties of friendship and 
religion. Thither the monarch despatched messengers to 
demand David from their hands. But when the officers 
presented themselves before the holy brotherhood, they were 
so struck with their dignified appearance, and overpowered 
by their imposing eloquence, perhaps partially mesmerised, 
that they were bewildered and afraid, and began to talk 
wildly, as if they had lost their senses. So they returned 
xmconscious of the business about which they had been sent. 
Saul ordered other officers to proceed on the same errand; 
but these came back likewise in a similar plight. He was now 
furious; but conceiving, and perhaps rightly, that some trick 
had been played upon his men, or some drug administered 
to make them stupid and drunk, determined to repair himself 
to the spot, and seize, if necessary, by force, the fugitive. 
He took with him a small armed band, and, travelling 
swiftly, encamped first at a large well, in the district of 
Sechu, and there he inquired of the herdsmen who were 
drawing water for their cattle, where were Samuel and David. 
"They are at present in the town of ^Naioth, over those hills, 
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but a short journey hence," they answered. As soon as he 
and his company arriyed there, they saw a large concourse 
of the prophets, attired in their sacerdotal habiliments, with 

' the commanding figure of Samuel at their head, drawn up to 
await his approach. "What seeketh the son of Kish?" 
demanded with stately m^'esty the venerable seer. "The 
Kin^ of Israel commands you to surrender the person of his 
servant, David, concealed in these walls," returned Saul with 
haughtiness and anger. " He has sought the protection of 
our sanctuary," answered Samuel. "He is my slave," 
retorted the monarch ; "deliver him to me instantly, or I 
will drag him hence with sword and flame." "He is in the 
inner shrine : there thou mayst see him, if thou desire, and 
there capture him, and lead him hence, if thou dare," 
rq'oined with firmness the chief of the prophets. Saul 
rushed forward, followed by his men. "Stop!" commanded 
Samuel. "These soldiers of thine must retire; they cannot 
be admitted here. Nor must thou approach the holy place, 
with arms in thine hands, to insult and anger God!" ■ Saul 
was subdued by the loud voice and the imposing gesture : 
he felt humbled, and feared the manifestation of a power 
superior to his own, some force insidious and incomprehen- 
sible. So the strong beast, enormous in bulk but puny in 
intellect, cowers and trembles in the presence of man, dread- 
ing the might of a knowledge to him mysterious and onmi- 
potent. He divested himself of his weapons and military 
accoutrements, which he entrusted to the keeping of his 
armour-bearer, and followed Samuel, who led him into the 
enclosure of the seminary, the whole band of prophets enter- 
ing after them. But the gates of the vestibule were closed, 
and strongly barred, and a guard set inside to give alarm in 
case of an Attack. Saul's attendants in the meanwhile 
remained outside, according to the instructions they had 

received from. Mm, to wait there quietly tor him. 
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Committed to the care of two attendants. Said wtSk led 
by them through winding passages, dark, and cold, and 
damp, cut out of the rock, a labyrinth of ways, until they 
came to a huge portal of stone. In a niche at the side of 
the door was a small lamp burning, and beside it a golden 
goblet, which latter one of the men took, and presented to the 
monarch, saying, *'' This is the Wine of Life, that warmeth 
the heart and strengtheneth the soul. Thou wilt require its 
aid to sustain thee in the approaching trial. Drink!" Saul 
quaffed the bowl; and soon felt an invigorating influence 
creeping over his frame, exciting his imagination, stimulating 
his desires, exalting his faculties, yet soothing down the 
tumultuous emotions as they rose into a sweet spasm of 
exquisite delight. It was the celebrated Nepenthe, com- 
posed of the juices of poppy and hemp, fermented with 
honey, the preparation of which the seers of Israel had 
learned from the Egyptian priesthood. Some cabalistic 
words were pronounced by the attendants, and immediately 
the massive door flew open, without a sound or creak, as 
sHently as the opening rosebud expands its petals. Saul 
was ushered into a hall, dimly lighted by what appeared to 
be a few stars. He looked upward, and they insensibly 
grew in multitude, twinkling and glowing as in a firmament; 
and what seemed to be the moon peered from behind a cloud, 
and cast a pale yellow illumination into the room, where, for 
the first time, he perceived a row of figures, whom he recog- 
nised to be the prophets, ranged on each side, dressed in 
long white stoles, with no other ornament than a golden 
breastplate, fiashing with various-coloured gems, set so as 
to represent squares, triangles, and circles, wheels within 
wheels, potent in divination. At the end of the hall was 
Samuel, and he, with all the rest, held in his left hand a 
wand, which from time to, time would wave m «'^\£^^, ^iXi.^ 
writhe^ and stand erect, with glistenixig e^ea ^uxi^ ««» ^^^ 
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crest, and dart a forked tongue (1), while with the forefinger 
of his right he pointed to a spot in the wall, on which Saul 
looked fixedly, but cotdd see nothing. There was a deep 
silence, so still, he could hear his own breathing^ and the 
palpitations of his heart pumping a swift current of rushing 
blood, hot and stupefying, into his face and ears. Soft 
music sounded in the air from flutes and harps inyisible^ 
sweeping like the murmur of the breeze among the cedars 
of Lebanon, dying away gentler than the sighs of an infant 
asleep, pure as the prayer that wings its wish to heaven — 
sweet as a Celestial hymn — ethereal as the dreams that 
entrance the souls of the blest. 

On the spot to which Saul and all the prophets had 
pointed, suddenly a light burst forth like the meridian snn, 
and below the effulgence appeared an ivory throne, shaded 
from the brightness of the beams by a canopy of purple, 
and on the throne, clad in regal habiliments, a crown of 
gold on his head, and holding a sceptre in his hand, was the 
son of Jesse, radiant with the beauty of youth, and shining 
with the splendour of earthly glory. The music sounded 
louder, playing a plaintive air, then changed into a triumph- 
ant tune, accompanied by the following verses chanted by 
the prophets: — 

Since here the haughty King of Israers come, 

His soul on sacrilegions murder bent, 
By his own hands he shall meet with his doom, 

And perish curs'd — a fitting punishment. 

But David, Jesse's son, the child of grace, 
More worthy found, shall fill the vacant throne. 

And hold henceforth the sceptre of the race 
Whom God hath called and chosen for his own. 

Saul gazed at the spectacle, amazed as if he had viewed 
an apparition. He sprung forward to seize the fugitive, 

(I) The ancient Egyptian priests kept snakes in their temples, and 
tamed them by means of music, perfumes, a regular supply of deli- 
cAte food, and kindneaa. Before eihibitrng \.\i«vE i^qntqx over such 
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whom lie had sought with so much animosity, as a lion would 
leap upon its long pursued and at last overtaken prey. The 
floor yielded beneath him ; it shook and heaved as if rent by 
an earthquake, and* he sank with his face to the gpround. 
When he looked up he found that David had vanished, and 
the blazing sun had turned blood-red; and, as he regarded 
it intently, it changed to a small blue flame flickering with 
feeble tongues, whence issued thousands of spectres hideous 
and horrible, that fluttered about and flung their weird 
shadows on the walls, chequered with their fiendish shapes. 
Lightnings flashed and thunders rumbled, accompanied with 
piteous cries and ferocious yells, and succeeded by the 
darkness of a night as black as if it was to know no dawning 
morrow. Saul swooned away ; and when he recovered from 
his f aintness he saw a nun of many coloured meteors falling 
thick as an autumnul shower, some exploding into balls of 
fire, others breaking into sparks and smoke. He thought 
the doom of man had been pronounced by his Maker, and 
that the awful ministers of wrath had begun their terrible 
work of destruction. ** The earth expires with screams in 
the agony of a big heart that is bursting," exclaimed the 
fierce and undaunted warrior. " Let me front the light and 
look Jehovah in the face, and not slink away from life in a 
dark comer, afraid, like a coward, to die !" He uttered a 
moan, half-choked or it woifld have been a shriek, became 
convulsed in every limb, and fell into a fit of epilepsy that 
ended in a heavy stertoipus sleep. Yet this skilful repre- 

<tf them as were venomous, tbey were incited to bite rags of wool, 
on which they expended their poison ; and as this was secreted 
slowly, the reptiles would be innocuous for several hours after. 
A gentle pressure on the nape of their necks would suffice to render 
them rigid or cataleptic, in which state they could be held and 
handled like a stick. By relaxing the pressure the serpents would 
regain their activity, and be able to erect their heads, to twine, and 
frisk about, and dai-t, at pleasure. This was probably the way 
adopted by the Egyptum magiciana, whose rods were converted into 
vipers, to impose upon Phai^oh and his court. 
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sentation of tiieatrical terrors wliich "so mncli appalled his 
heart was but a copy, with some little alterations adapted 
for the occasion, of the initiation rites when a priest was 
dedicated to the service of the Egyptian god, Osiris ; and 
which, when introduced into Greece, were known there as 
the Eleosinian mysteries, to which the laity as well as the 
clergy were admitted, but only after the ordeal of a strict 
and severe preparation, and under the solemn oath of 
secresy. 

The attendants carried Saul away into another room 
where the prophets laid him on a bed, dashed cold water 
about his head, sponged his face with medicated vinegar, 
chafed his feet, and applied a bundle of the leaves of the 
ricinus (2) to his chest. They watched over him with 
anxiety, as they feared danger, for he was many hours 
unconscious. 

Meanwhile the shades of evening were deepening, and 
Abner, the chief of Saul's band, became uneasy at his 
master's protracted absence, and knocked at the gate to 
inquire about him. A violent altercation ensued between 
the porters and the soldiers, who threatened they would 
burst the gates, and fire the buildings, if their monarch were 
not speedily restored to them. Fortunately Saul had 
recovered sufficiently to be conducted out of the college, and 
returned to his own men to take charge of him. But so 
insane had he become from the effects of the potion he had 
drunk, and the spectacles he had witnessed, that he tore the 
clothes from off his body, and rolled about, naked on the 
ground, the whole of the night, gnashing his teeth, and 

(2) I have seen nesroes, from Congo and Angola, on the western 
coast of Africa, and also from the Mozambiq[ue, employ the recinus 
(castor-oil tree) in the manner I have described. With them it is 
a general rubefacient and epispastic, equivalent to a mustard 
ca^plasm. To the jaws it is applied to refieve the toothache, to 
the back and loins to assuage the tortures of lumbago and sciatica. 
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foaming at the mouth, and mnttering sentences of strange 
import, worded in scarcely articulate langpiage, which his 
followers could not understand, and therefore attributed to 
the gift of prophecy. They thought that he might have 
been taught the art by the erudite professors of the establish- 
ment, during his brief sojourn within. When he had 
regained his senses and his strength, so yiyid was his 
recollection of what he had suffered, that he manifested no 
inclination to molest David further, while in the custody of 
the priests. 




">^#-^ 
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CHAPTEB IV. 

David depftrte from KaioUi, and repain to the neigfabowrhood tA 
Gibeah, where he cimtriTee to have an interriew with Jonathan. 
— Saul's anger oontinning, he flies to Nob, and is kindly treated bj 
Ahimelech, the priest of the temple of Jehovah there. — Is again 
obliged to retreat, and seeks the protection of Achish, the king 
of Oath, from whom, when he is recognised and threatened witii 
death, he conningly escapes and takes refuge in the desolate hills 
of Jadah. 

Afteb Said had departed, and had proceeded some distance 
on his return, Samuel called David, and apprehensive of a 
second visitation from the monarch and his armed troopers, 
addressed him thus, "Fly, my son, from hence. Our 
protection may not avail thee if invaded again. Conceal 
thee in the thickets and woods during the day, and travel 
only in the darkness of night. Wherever thou mayst find 
a prc^het or a priest^ give this sign (and Samuel communi- 
cated to him the sign and password of their order,) and 
thou wilt be welcomed. But trust not too much to 
sacerdotal power, which, though willing, may be too weak 
to guard thee against the dangers that threaten thee. 
Depend more upon the refuge afforded by the wilderness 
and the desert. There are solitary caverns, known only to 
the hyena and jackal, in the desolate hills and ravines of 
Judah. Thither repair, and remain for a season." David 
thanked the prophet fervently for his care and protection 
during the imminent crisis in his fate just past, and 
reverently received his counsels, which he strictly followed. 
It was the vernal season of the year: the month of Nison 
bad arrired when the rains, exhausted by the heavy floods of 
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Winter, scattered only partial eihowers, transxnnted on the 
shrubs and herbs into jewels by the stinshine. Frequent 
rainbows spanned the hills and dales, waking beneath them 
sweetest odours: the air was soft and balmy, the turf green 
with the new grasses; the fig-trees were sprouting with 
their young fruit, and the rines shooting forth their leaves 
intermingled with flowers; among the pomegranates and 
•myrtles the birds were singing, and the turtle doves cooing 
and calling in every copse and grove. David passed through 
ploughed fields where the tender com was spring^g, and 
over chalky downs starred with daisies, and fragrant with 
ihe breath of clover; penetrated thickets of stunted oaks, 
and travelled through woods of terebinth, wild olive, and 
acacias; and, remembering that the time of the new moon 
was approaching, when it would be his duty, as the son-in- 
law of the king, to attend the festival held in the palace on 
such occasions, resolved to bend his steps towards Gibeah, 
and seek an interview with Jonathan. It was a bold under- 
taking to follow his worst enemy, and take shelter under the 
shadow of his dwelling. Yet often there is the best 
security where there is the most peril. His presence 
would not be suspected there, in such close proximity 
to the royal residence; and it was important foi him to see 
the son of Saul, as from him alone could he procure reliable 
information respecting the designs of his father towards him. 
He knew a wild glen, covered from view by a dense growth 
of azerole and brambles, whither he repaired, and found 
means to send a message to Jonathan, who went there accord- 
ing to appointment, to hold communion with him. They 
saluted each other with fraternal affection. *'What have I 
done," said David, "that I am so persecuted by thy father? 
What is mine iniquity, that he seeketh my life ?" Jonathan 
was moved at his friend's just complaints, and replied wvt»\^ 
much concern and sympathy, "God forbid t\iau^>3tis>\x^Qiv:^^a^. 
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die ! In all afiEairs of state I am consulted: my father unll 
not hide from me why it is that he hateth thee." David 
rejoined^ " I fear thy father suspects that I have found favour 
with thee. Should he know that thou art disposed kindly 
towards me, he will say to his counsellors, ' Divulge not this 
to Jonathan, lest it cause him grief for the sake of his 
brother, David.' There is but a step, Jonathan, between me 
and death." Jonathan answered, "What can I do for thee? 
What doth thy soul desire, for I am willing to assist thee> 
and to risk my life to save thine ?" With looks that acknow- 
ledged his gratitude, and told that he trusted unreservedly, 
David returned, " To-morrow wiU be the feast of the new 
moon, when I ought to present my homage to the king, and 
join the repast at the palace. If I attend, thou knowest the 
doom that I may expect. I will abide here, concealed in this 
thicket till the festival be ended on the third day hence. 
But do thou excuse my absence to thy father, and allege 
that I so earnestly begged leave of thee to go to Bethlehem, 
to the yearly sacrifice held by our family, that thou didst 
yield to my entreaties. If he remark, ' It is well,' thy servant 
will have peace. But if he be wroth, then be sure that evil 
is intended. In this thou wilt do me service. I need not 
remind thee of our sworn covenant before the Lord. Not- 
withstanding it, if there be iniquity in me, or guHt, either 
to the king or the state, slay me thyself; thou art the king's 
son — thou art a prince of Israel: avenge him and the people's 
wrongs. But accuse me not before thy sire, nor drag me to 
his presence." Jonathan rejoined, '^Far be this evil from 
thee! Be comforted, for thou art sad. Come, let us leave 
this dismal glen, and walk into the fields. The fresh air will 
cheer thee. See where the fiower-rain fell upon this sward. 
It is enamelled with anemonies and hyacinths of unnum- 
bered dyes, and of a perfume so delicious, it embalms the 
soul with thoughts of peace !" 
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They talked of man j matters, for Jonathan was desirous 
of diverting the mind of David from dwelling too much on 
his personal troubles; but in vain. "How fares Michal?" 
inquired her anxious husband. " Is she, too, persecuted by 
her father ?" "1 have news to tell thee of her," answered 
Jonathan. " She beseiges the king with daily petitions on 
thy account; but her prayers are unheeded; he rejects her 
pleadings, and insists that she shall repudiate thee, and 
espouse Phalti, the son of Laish. She is indignant at the 
proposal; and storms and rages, and returns her father's 
haughtiness with a pride equally disdainful. She is faithful 
to thee, and loves thee ardently." ''Blessed be the wife of 
my bosom!" David replied. "May she be recompensed for 
her attachment and fidelity to thee by a devotion as faithful 
as her own !" r^oined Jonathan. Alas for the course of love 
in the heart of man! He who then yearned with a passion 
which would have sacrificed self for her comfort and happi- 
ness, soon after, goaded by the stings of lust, insulted and 
injured the fierce but affectionate being that so much trusted 
him, turning her offended love into bitter scorn and hate 
Their conversation soon relapsed to David's precarious posi- 
tion. "At the repast to be held tomorrow," remarked 
Jonathan, "in honour of the new moon, thou wilt be missed 
assuredly. Bemain thou here, and I will come and shoot 
three arrows, as at lEb mark, in the field beside the rock Ezel, 
that points to the opening of the valley, and I will send a 
boy to pick them up. If I remark to him, 'The arrows are 
on this side of thee, gather them,' then take courage and 
leave thy shelter and join me, for there will be peace between 
my father and thee. But if I say to the lad, *The arrows 
are beyond thee,' keep thou close in thy concealment until 
thou can escape, then fiy, and the Lord direct thy way, for 
there will be evil designed against thee." 

The next evening the new moon, with, ita BleiQ<i<bx <st^^<^i&> 
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appeared towards the western horuson, and was rerrerentiaUy 
saluted by the royal musicians, with cymbals and drams, 
while Saul, and the cortege around him, kissed their hands 
in honour of its indwelling dirinity. A black dog, symbo- 
lical of night and watchfulness, was killed, and sacrificed 
with cakes fashioned in the shape of a sickle, honey, the 
herb ditany, and the flowers and capsules of the poppy, 
significant of sleep. Incantations were sung, charms used, 
and different mysterious rites observed, learned by the 
Hebrews from the native race of Canaan, many of whose 
religious practices and ordinances they had gradually 
adopted. The tables were then spread with the usual 
luxuries served at grand entertainments. The guests were 
seated, Jonathan on the right hand, and Abner on the left 
of the monarch, who occupied a more elevated place against 
the wall, in the centre of the room. David's chair was 
empty, which Saul perceived, but said nothing, thinking he 
might be unclean from the touch of a corpse, or some other 
foulness, and had not yet been purified by the ashes of a 
burnt heifer, hyssop and water. The king rose, and opened 
the banquet by pouring out wine into a bowl, and repeating 
aloud these words — ^' To Ashtaroth, the benign genius of 
the night, the queen of Heaven !" then dashed the contents 
on the ground, before her statue, as a libation to propitiate 
the goddess. The repast then commenced. 

The feast was continued to the next day, and David still 
being absent, Saul remarked, " Why is not the son of Jesse 
here ? What can detain him ?" Jonathan answered respect- 
fully, " David applied to me for permission to attend the 
sacrifice his father makes in Bethlehem. He told me that 
his brother had been despatched to command his presence 
among the family. ' Let me go,' said he, ' that I may see 
my father and my brethren.' He begged so hard that I 
could not refuse him." At this explanation, so unexpected 
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and 80 unsatisfactory to Saul, his wrath was kindled fiercely: 
he rebuked his son for his kindness to a stranger, which 
was hut cruelty to his own kin. , " Thou art mistaken in thy 
seaJ," said he, " and shalt pay the forfeit of thy treachery. 
Thou perverse rebel, hast thou not leagued thyself, to thine 
own confusion and the jeopardy of oar house, with this 
unworthy recipient of my bounty, this fugitive from my 
resentment, whom I raised from the dust to place beside my 
throne, whom I adopted as my own son, to mingle his blood 
with mine ! And this serpent, whom I took to my bosom, 
who has stung me, thou wouldst fondle ! He is our worst 
enemy, so subtle and so shrewd, that while he liveth I shall 
never be safe from his wiles, nor wilt thou ever be established 
in this kingdom after me. But as thou knowest where he 
is, seek ' him, and bring him hither : he shall surely die." 
Jonathan firmly retorted, " Why should he be slain ? What 
crime hath he committed ?*' Then Saul's anger, furious at 
being contradicted, rose to madness, and he cast a dart, 
which he heid in his hand, at his son ; but he avoided it, and 
departed from the house, refusing to return to continue the 
celebration of the festival. 

Next morning, according to appointment, Jonathan went 
to the field, taking a little boy with him, to whom he said, 
" Bun, and pick up the arrows which I shall shoot," and, as 
the lad sprang forward, he shot an arrow beyond him. 
When the lad was approaching the spot where the missile 
fell, Jonathan shouted after him, ^' Is not the arrow beyond 
thee ?" He discharged the other arrows, and cried to his 
attendant, "Make haste, and gather them." The lad 
obeyed with alacrity, and returned, unconscious of the secret 
understanding existing between his master and David. 
Then Jonathan delivered his bow and quiver and belt to 
the boy, and ordered him to depart and carry thenLb«£;^\A 
the city. As aoom aa he was gone, David. \Bsu»dL ovs^ ol ^^ 
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thicket, and fell on his face to the earthy and bowed himself 
three times, and they embraced and wept. David was 
extremely affected; and, to assure him of his continued faith 
and attachment, Jonathan said to him, " Go in peace, my 
brother, forasmuch as we have sworn, both of us, in the 
name of the Lord, saying, ' The Lord be between thee and 
me, and between my seed and thy seed for ever.' " David 
rose and departed ; and Jonathan went back to Oibeali. 

In his flight hence, David was joined by a small band of 

personal friends; among whom were Joab and his two 

brothers, natives of Bethlehem, and therefore allied to their 

leader by the ties of citizenship ; and a few of the disaffected 

officials of the palace, who resolved to share his perils and 

his fate. Fatigaed in body, depressed in mind, and suffering 

from the want of food, they arrived at Nob, where then 

dwelt Ahimelech, descended from Eli the high priest^ who 

had there transferred from Shiloh, after it had been sacked 

and plundered by the Philistines, the tabernacle of Jehovah, 

with all its holy utensils, except the ark, which was at Kiijath- 

jearim, in the keeping of Abinadab and his sons. Bemem- 

bering the advice of Samuel, David called at the priesf s 

house, and demanded to see him. Ahimelech was suspicious 

of his appearance. " Why art thou here, and why alone ?" 

demanded he sharply. David replied to him — " There are a 

few servants with me, but they wait outside; and as to the 

object which has brought me hither, I have been despatched 

by the king on a secret mission, the purport of which I have 

been strictly commanded to divulge to none." Then he 

made a sign, and whispered in the priest's ear the password 

communicated to him by Samuel. Instantly the heart of 

Ahimelech was kindly turned in his favour, and his hands 

opened to assist him. "We are hungry," cried David, 

imploringly. *' Give us whatever provisions thou canst 

spare and hast ready in the house." " There are no common 
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loaves at present here, but there is the shew-bread hallowed 
to the Lord, and only to be eaten by the priests." '^ But we 
are faint/' returned Dayid, " and if we get no food must 
perish." "Are thy men chaste and holy?" inquired 
AMmelech. " They have been pure at least for the last three 
days since we set out on our journey," responded David. 
" Besides, the shew-bread on the table becomes but common 
food as soon as it is replaced by other sacred loaves, and 
some are baking now in the vessels." 

Then Ahimelech went into the sanctuary, where stood the 
table of shittim wood, overlaid with gold, and ornamented 
with an embossed rim, and covered with a cloth of blue stuf^ 
and furnished with dishes, spoons, bowls, and covers of the 
same metal, in the centre of which was placed the consecrated 
bread. He lifted up the badger's skin and the scarlet linen, 
which were always kept spread over all, and took from the 
table the loaves and gave them to David, who, together with 
his men, ate the forbidden food and were satisfied. Then 
asked David of Ahimelech — " Is there not here a spear or 
sword that thou couldst lend meP for I had not time to bring 
my weapons, the king's business was so urgent." The 
priest answered — " The sword of Goliath, the Philistine, 
whom thou slewest in the vale of Elah, and which thou 
didst consecrate to the Lord, is in the tabernacle, wrapped 
in a doth, behind the ephod. If that will suit thee take it, 
for thereis no other weapon here." David with joy responded 
— "There is none like it: give it me, and thy servant shkU 
always remember thy kindness." But there was a man in 
the house of Ahimelech that day, whose name was Doeg, an 
Edomite, and the chief of Saul's herdsmen, and he had 
witnessed what had passed between the priest and David, 
and seen the latter with his men feasting on sanctified 
bread. 

David departed with hia small baud ixoia "^oX^ \ Vo^ ^^ 
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soon found that the highways and passes roond abont were 
occupied by the king's troops, eager to capture him. There 
was onlj one defile unguarded, and that was through rocikj 
ravines, and over precipitous ledges, to CkUih, the native 
town of Goliath, which Saul had left open, never suspecting 
that the fugitive would dare to seek shelter there. But 
adversity is the mother of greatness ; and danger, while it 
made the son of Jesse brave, made him shrewd also. To 
remain where he was was to be taken prisoner, and to force 
a passage with a few unarmed men through a battalion of 
troops, well appointed and accoutred, was a feat impracti- 
cable. In either case he was sure, if not killed, to be cap- 
tured and dragged before Saul, from whom he could expect 
no mercy. The monarch hated him, and was his relative— 
a motive to hate him more intensely; he had ii^ured him 
innocent of offence, a reason to inflict still further injuries : 
while he had but harmed the people of Gath, to whom he 
was an alien, in one of its citizens, though certainly its chief 
warrior and champion : and he presumed there might be a 
gpreater chance for commiseration and pardon from them, 
since forgiveness of an affiront is easier than the cessation 
of an unjust wrath. " Hide ye in this wild gorge," said he 
to his followers, " until I return, and if I be not here before 
the last quarter of the moon when the nights are dark, then 
disperse, and seek each of you a separate way to the cave of 
Adullam, in the wilds between Bethlehem and Hebron, 
where, if living, I will rejoin you. Meanwhile, I shall proceed 
to Gath, and intercede with the Philistines, who may be 
kinder tons than our own kindred. It is some years 'since 
the encounter in the vale of Elah; and I, who was then but a 
youth, am grown up to be a man, so that they may not know 
me. To thee, Joab, I entrust this sword of Gt>liath, whidi 
I must not take with me, as it would be identified, and lead 
to my reoogmUon, Do thou keep it carefully and f aithfoDy; 
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emd if bard pressed by our foes, secrete it in tbe deft of a 
rock^ or bury it in tbe ground, marlring well tbe spot, so that 
in more propitious days we may return and recover it. 

David tben continued alone bis route to G^tb, creeping 
stealtbily among tbe busbes, and clambering over steep 
walls of rocks, and arrived at tbe gates of tbe town just as 
tbe sun was setting. Being interrogated about bis business, 
be answered be was one of a caravan of traders Wbo bad 
been pillaged by robbers, and tbat be bad escaped from tbem, 
and wandered about tbe bills, be knew not wbere, until be 
came to tbeir city. Tbe people would not believe bis story, 
so determined to lead bim before Acbisb, tbe king of tbe 
province, wbo, witb bis retinue, bad tben repaired to tbe 
temple of Baal to attend tbe vesper service beld in bonour 
of tbe god. Softly over tbe pillared edifice fell tbe serene 
twiligbt witb its golden baze. Tbey passed tbrougb a garden 
planted witb cypresses to tbe vestibule; around were plots 
fiUed witb sbrubberies; all was silent, as if tbe winds bad 
bid good nigbt, and already gone to sleep; all was stiU save 
tbe drowsy bum of a few thrifty bees gathering their last 
loads of honey from tbe scented cones of tbe lilacs. Boys, 
dressed in white tunics were placing the lamps, and lighting 
tbem, on tbe altars decorated witb offerings of flowers, or 
swinging censers filled with incense before the different idols; 
tbe perfumed smoke escaped from tbe doors and windows to 
tbe turret-tops, and as tbe pigeons were fiying about tbeir 
nests imder the eaves, and in tbe chiselled quoins, tbey were 
bidden by tbe dense clouds. David was conducted inside 
tbe fane, wbere be saw tbe monarch seated on a throne, and 
surrounded by bis principal courtiers, opposite tbe statue 
of BaaL This was an image of carved cedar, plated witb 
gold, crowned witb an aureole of burnished silver, to repre- 
isent a circle of vivid light. A priest, arrayed in bia 
canonicals, now approached, and after Bovenl '^Ti^Xxdi^Qn^ 
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and genuflexions, in obeisance to the deitj, recited a short 
prayer, and then chanted this ode to the accompaniment of 
flutes and clarions, and appropriate dances executed by a 
band of young women, while the king and his suite bowed 
in lowly reverence, and the queen and the princesses — ^faer 
daughters — shook the gilt sistrums in their hands, jingling 
the brass rings. 

t 

Allelouia ! Allelooia ! 
Whether as Baal, or as Mithra known, 
Osiris, Chrisna, or ApoUyon, 

The same thou art, 
Whose conquering dart 
The pestilential Dragon slew. 

By miry Ocean bred on baleful Night, 
When sprung the drowned earth anew 

From out the deluee wakened by thy light, 
When on the rack "Hiou set the sign 
Of ruin ruled by peace divine, 
Tliat where the rainbow's arch might stand, 
The floods no more should whelm the land : 

Or when the tempest lowered. 

And threatened Nature to entomb. 

The raging storm to calm. 

And thunderbolt disarm. 
Thy flaming arrows pierced the lurid gloom, 

And giant broods of eld consumed, (1) 

Hence to lingering torments doomed. 
By ravenous vultures still to be devoured : 

Or when Thou comest in wrath. 

To humble or chastise. 
Girt with black clouds, and fieiy comets crowned, 

Thou tread'st the shrinking skies. 

And hurlst the shafts of fate. 

That strike the blighted ground. 

Till fevers flutter round. 

And noxious plagues abound, 

(1) It is very likely that the digging up of the fossil skeletons of 
extinct animals of immense bulk and stature, such as the mastodons 
and mammoths, led to the fable of the existence of a race of gigantic 
demigods and heroes, who warred with the legitimate powers of 
heaven, and, being vanquished, were imprisoned under the weight 
of mountains in the bowels of the earth. The early human beings 
of the world — ^the uitediluvians — were supposed to be thirty cubits 
high, and to have lived a millennium. I once had a oon&overqr 
with a Jew who thought himself well instructed in rabbinicftl lore, 
Mid who inaeted that Moses exceeded the stature I have mentioned. 
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Till all along thy scathing path 
Is dead and desolate : 
Or, when more mild in power. 
Subduing Winter's strife, 
Thou opest the*gate of Life, 
And leadst thy blooming daughter Spring, 
Decked with her purple and her golden dower, 
With blushing beauty blossoming. 
And gay with wild infantile mirth. 
Thou wedst the virgin to the jocund Earth : 

Or, when the nations pine. 
And Famine stalks, gaimt demon, through the land. 

At thy benign command, 
The fruitful Autumn scatters from her hand 
The clustering vine, 
And pours from out her teeming horn 
An ocean flowing wide with milk, and sheaves of com: 

The same thou art, the universal Eye, 
That down on all the world lookst from thy Throne on high. 
Thine Herald Star prepares the way, 
Proclaims thine advent in the mom. 
When thou, the King of Heaven art bom. 
The God omnipotent of day; 
And follows in thy funeral train, 
JR«joicing that in proud array, 
To-morrow thou shalt rise again. 
The months attend on thy career, 
Apostles of the perfect year, 
Thy mission through the zodiac preach. 
Thy glory to the nations teach. 
But thou, however glorious thou mayest seem. 
Art but the prophet of a greater God (2,) 
A God supreme ! 
Light of tny light ! 
Whose single nod 
The lustre of thy beams could quench in ^erlasting night. 

To Him, to Him, 
I raise my hymn. 



(2) Baal, the Sun, was worshipped as one of the visible symbols 
of the Unknown and Incomprehensible, who nevertheless was also 
the object of adoration, but of a homage more secret, solemn and 
exalted. How often is Jehovah represented as a fire, or as clothed 
with light ! That the nations who have been called pagans were 
never acauainted with the existence of a supreme God, or had lost 
the belief, is a falsehood propagated by the Jews, in their arrogant 
pride of a peculiar election, and disseminated afterwards by Chris- 
tians, who consider themselves as the sacerdotal successors, and 
spiritual heirs of the Hebrews. The knowledge of a. B\NYCi!&^«vv\% 
is common to every nation emerged from IbaiSiarvswi*. \\. \a "Oaft 
instinct of inteUigence, and the common propext^ oi <^vl^2aBa^3^VL 
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Not what we wish do we demand, 
But what from His benignant hand, 
'Whether a blessing, or a bane, 
Whether a pleasure, or a pain. 

He chooses to dispense, 

"Who is our Providence, 

O be it welcome still ! 
Since what we seek might prove an ill, 

A boon what we might shun ; 
For what is best for us is known 
To Ilim alone, to Him alone. 

Whose will for aye be done ! 

The services having finished, Achish arose, and slowly 
walked with measured stately steps out of the temple, a 
superior officer holding an umbrella over his head — a mark 
of respect to royalty, and followed by a crowd of attendants, 
the remainder of the congregation keeping still on their 
knees, in which posture they devoutly testified their homage 
to their earthly governor as they had just done their 
adoration to their celestial Buler. When the king had 
gained the porch of the church, the multitude got up and 
departed, among whom was David, who was led away, and 
brought before Achish just as he was leaving the garden. 
There was a large concourse of people collected on the high- 
way before the gates, attracted by the sight of the stranger, 
whom some amongst them thought they recognised. Scarcely 
was David introduced to the king when one of the officials 
cried out, "This is David, who killed our townsman Goliath, 
and became the son-in-law of Saul, and a great captain of 
the Hebrew armies. I have reason to know him, having 
seen him often in the late wars. It is reported that the 

everywhere ; though it is often accompanied with the worship of 
inferior deities, under the semblance of idols typical of the different 
attributes of the Invisible and Onmipotent. Elohim was the ori- 
ginal Hebrew name for (>od, and not Jehovah, and is a noun plural 
signifying many Moahs or gods, and no doubt was used to designate 
the union of all the different divine attributes, each of which had 
been venerated as a separate Eloah or god by the ancestors of 
Abraham. 
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aibe of Judah are favourably affected towards him, pre- 
erring him to their 0¥ai soyereign: they sing odes to his 
onour and praise him beyond his master, saying, ' Saul has 
Iain his thousands, but David his tens of thousands !' Let 
a take vengeance on him to appease the shade of our 
bampion-hero, and sacrifice him to Baal!" Loud shouts of 
pproval followed, and screams and yells — indicative of 
erce resentment — burst forth from the assembly; and the 
rince was about to comply with their cruel wishes, when 
iddenly David, cunning in device, and always self -possessed, 
tiitated madness. He altered his physiognomy and his 
>ice, BO that he, who was remarkable for his beauty, became 
ipnlsive and odious, and the fluent eloquence of his speech 
longed to the drivelling utterance of an idiot. He slavered 
pon his beard, gaped hideously, stared vacantly, scrabbled 
1 the doors and gates, and roUed in the dirt of the gutter, 
owell did he counterfeit insanity that Achish was deceived, 
id remarked to the officers about him, "This cannot be 
avid, but some imbecile fool, who will be a burden and a 
■ouble to us. Wherefore did ye bring him hither ? Have 
need of such to amuse me with their antics ? Away with 
im ! Give him food, and let him be conducted out of the 
^tes of the city." 

So David, by the exercise of his versatile talents, which 
ften stood him in good need, extricated himself out of the 
arilous predicament, and, grateful for bis escape, turned 
LB way rcgoicing towards the desolate hills of Judah. 
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CHAPTER V. 

David hides in the cave of Adullam. — Doeg informs Saul of Ahime- 
lech's kindness to David, which occasions the slaughter of that 
priest and all his household, and the destruction of the tabemade 
at Xob. — David finds shelter in the forest of Hareth. — He relieves 
the city of Keilah, besieged by the Philistines; but is obliged to 
fly thence, and repairs to the wilderness of Ziph. 

After devious wanderings, David arrived in the neighbour- 
hood of Adullam, at a wild pass between steep hills, where 
the rocks were scooped out into a luimber of grottoes, once 
the dens of lions, leopards, and bears — ^the lords of these 
solitudes till they were disturbed by the presence of man. 
Since the wars between the Canaanites and the Jews, they 
had afforded concealment and shelter to the fugitives of 
either party, in times of disaster and defeat. Jigube and 
carob bushes grew among the boulders and shingles, and 
yielded a sweet pod and a nutritious gum, to satisfy the 
craving of the hungry, when not fastidious. There was also 
the mandrake, with its fruit of heavy fragrance, propitious 
to love, which the fair Shulamite invited her beloved to 
inhale, and for which, in the fond hope of maternity, Sachel 
bartered her conjugal rights to Leah. A group of palms 
shot their lofty and slender pillars into the air from a grassy 
plot, watered by a tiny rill. At their feet, from its soft bed 
of moss, peeped out the wood-sorrel, with its trefoils grace- 
fully folded, like little hands, and bowing gently over the light 
stalks; while overhead, on the ledges, in every crevice and 
fissure of the cliff, sprang a wall-flower or a wild stock, 
shedding delicious perfume ; and, nestling among them, in 
the larger clefts, were flocks of blue pigeons^ cooing their 
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soft notes of love. It was soothing to meet with forms of 
beauty^ and to hear sounds of tender joy, in this barren 
fastness; and David's heart felt a seiise of secnritj and 
comfort unexperienced hitherto during his flight from the 
anger of SanL Here he found, to his great delight, Joab 
and the companions he had left in the defile near G^th, who 
had preceded him hither by a few days. In these caves they 
lived some weeks, during which time they contrived to open 
communications with Bethlehem, not far off; and were soon 
joined by Jesse and his whole household, and the families 
of several of the outlaws. Others also fled to him here to 
daim his protection, or to unite with him in mutual defence 
against the existing authorities, whom they either hated or 
feared. The debtor that was harassed by inexorable credi- 
tors, the poor who had been oppressed by the rich, the 
proud who had been affironted by the powerful, and all who 
were dissatisfled with their present state, and thought to 
mend it, flocked to him; so that he mustered a force of four 
hundred men. With these he was strong enough to contend 
against any straggling bands which might be sent to capture 
him: so he determined henceforth to stand and meet his 
foes, if not overmatched in numbers. He had been accused 
of crimes he had never perpetrated, condemned without being 
judged, and was pursued as a felon, though known to be 
guiltless. He was hence justified in his resistance to a power, 
however constituted, that was blind to right and justice, 
deaf to all reason, implacable in evil, and recklessly obdurate 
in wrong. Besides, had he not also been anointed by Samuel, 
and invested with kingly attributes by the command and 
authority of Jehovah, to the prejudice and exclusion of him 
who sought his ruin and his life, and who was deemed 
unworthy to hold the exalted office longer? 

In this wild hold, living with savage men, as ferocious as 
the beasts, the primitive denizens oi ^e ciai^^,'V^«^^^^s^ 
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remembered Jonatlwn, mud on moeaaat of his lore and devo- 
tion sabmitted with mote patience to the oatzages of that 
deir brother's father. Izritated often, he was seldom 
incensed, never exaBpeiated. The ties of oonsangoinity 
pleaded in fsTonr of Sanl, as wdl as the social respect and 
public rererence doe to his exalted lank. Often while snr- 
ronnded by the shaggj coimtenanoes and rogged figures of 
these half malcontents and half bandits, he mnsed in moody 
melancholy, and composed many of the solemn chants, 
since so famous and world-diflseminated, and song them 
silently in his soul: citen he retired from the lichen padded 
cavern, and, kneeling on the grass sward, fledged with moss, 
and sQvered by the moonshine, nttered, in the stOlness of 
the night, broken only by the whooping and trompeting of 
the cranes, his complaints to his God, and prayed for counsel 
and support. It was on an occasion of this sort that, in a 
moment of inspiration, the truth flashed across his mind, 
and his genius realised the idea of infinite space, and the 
magnitude of the stars, which appear but points of light. 
"These are not the flowers of heaven, beauteous though 
they be," exclaimed the rapt poet, "but worlds of being, 
sailing through the ether with their living freights. . How 
vast, how glorious is the firmament ! how mysterious and sub^ 
lime the mind of man, that can take cognizance of their num- 
ber and immensity!" The thought was overwhelming, and, 
as all vivid impressions are sesthetio, found a tongue in the 
following verses: — 

O Lord, our God ! how excellent 

Thy name is on the earth ! 
fint in yon bonndless firmament 

Who shall proclaim Thy worth ? 

Here months of babes confound the wise. 

The fool rebukes the sa^e ; 
But who that reads the starry skies. 

Can understand the page ? 
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Astounded at the mighty thought, 

We praise Thee, and adore, % 

Who hast their firm foundations wrought. 

To last for evermore. 

Thy wondrous fingers formed them all. 

The planets, moon, and sim ; 
They started, living, at Thy ciJl, 

Prepared their course to run. 

When these Thy glorious works I scan. 

And thy almighty power, 
O what is miserable man. 

On whom Thy blessings shower! 

Though nothing when compared with Thee, 

Yet he is nearly kin 
To angels, but in less degree, 

God-like, but for his sin. 

To him dominion Thou hast given 

Over the land and sea ; 
Though bom on earth, he's heir of heaven, 

And looks to dwell with Thee. 

But news was brought to him that Saul was advancing 
with a large force, so that it was necessary to quit the 
locality. He determined to test the hospitality of the 
roler of the Moabites, who had received many injuries from 
Saul, and was therefore more likely to befriend him; espe- 
daJly was he anxious to place his father and his family under 
some safe protection. He was welcomed with courtesy, and 
Jesse and Y^ household were invited to take up their resi- 
dence at the court of Mizpeh, where they abode the whole 
time that David was in concealment amidst the fastnesses 
of the wilderness. 

The son of Jesse had many partizans among the tribe of 
Judah, who were displeased that he should have repaired 
to the Moabites, their neighbours, with whom they were 
generally on terms of hostility. They therefore sent Gad, 
the prophet, an intimate friend of Samuel, and entertaining 
the same political principles as that venerable sage.^ and. 
espousing the same sacerdotal interestB, oiten «b\> '^a.ar^axkSi^ 
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with those of the coiutitnted and lineal hierazohy, in order 
that he might induce David to return to the district of 
Judah, and rely with more confidence upon hia own country- 
men. David listened to the advice of Gktd, and followed hifl 
instruct ions. Crossing over the Dead Sea on rafts, made of 
trunks of trees fastened together, over which bundles of 
rushes were placed, to the town of Engedi, by a cirouitoos 
route through the wilderness of Ziph and the highlands of 
Ilachilah, Arad, and Eeilah, he penetrated to the forest of 
llaroth, and lay hidden there by the dense growth of the 
otik trees, fringed with coppices of buckthorn and broom. 

While David and his party were stationed at Mizpeh, 
Saul hod pitched the royal tent in the fields near Gtibeah, 
and was sitting under a terebinth \aree in a grove eztendizig 
towards Bomah, holding his spear in his hand, and eai- 
rounded by his captains and officers of state. "Hear now, 
ye Boigamites !" addressed the monarch to his audience: 
" WiU the son of Jesse give you farms and vineyards, and 
appoint you to military commands, or high civil stations, 
that ye have conspired against me with him? Even 
Jonathan hath made a compact with him to dethrone me, 
and deliver up the kingdom to the rebel. Shame on my 
son that he can forget his honour; shame on my heir 
that he can forego his regal claims! If he will disgrace 
himself, still he should avoid to wound my pride or stain 
my glory. Are all my subjects traitors ? And are there 
none whom I have noticed and advanced, esteemed and 
loved, who stiU remain my friends? Have all deserted 
me, and gone with him, the adventurer? " To this appeal 
to the friendship and fidelity of his suljects, his chief herds- 
man — Doog — answered, first saluting his master with low 
prostrations, " I saw the son of Jesse introduced into the 
tabi'made at Nod, where Ahimelech cast a divination, and 
consulted Jehovah for him. Moreover, the prelate gave him 
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loaves of the shew-bread, forbidden to the laity to eat ; and 
presented him with the sword of Goliath, which thou, O 
mighty and gracious king, didst dedicate as an offering to 
JehoTah." "I thank thee, Doeg/' replied the monarch, 
" most faithful found among few that are faithful, and I will 
reward thine integrity." Then turning to the officials, 
with anger burning like a coal within him, he thus 
oommanded them: "Take a battalion of my choicest 
troox>s, such as ye can best rely on, and proceed imme- 
diately to Nob, and seize Ahimelech, and all the priests 
whom ye shall find there, and bring them hither." They 
did as they were ordered, and the whole hierarchy of the 
tabernacle were soon conducted into the presence of Saxd. 
"Why hast thou leagued thyself, Ahimelech," demanded 
the monarch, '*• with my servant David against thy lawful 
sovereign? why hast thou connived at his designs, abetted 
his treason, and assisted and advised him ? " The hierophant 
was astonished at the accusation, learning for the first time 
that there was a feud between the king and David, believing 
that Saul had been deceived, while it was himself who had 
been misled by false statements of their intimate union, and 
mutual good will; and replied with some hesitation, " And 
who is there so faithful among all thy servants as David, 
thy son-in-law, honoured in thy palace, who in executing 
thy orders is always looking after thy interests!" '*Dost 
thou dare to insult me, priest, and taunt me to my face ? I 
tell thee he is a traitor, and thou art nothing better; for 
didst thou not consult thy God for him ? didst thou not give 
him the shew-bread to eat ? didst thou not take my g^t, 
Goliath's sword, from beside the altar and arm him with it, 
my worst foe ! And now with impudent effirontery thou 
tellest me he is my son-in-law, and the most faithful of my 
servants. Son-in-law, indeed ! Would that I had moteK^ 
my daughter with a Philistine, and that a')[i^^)[^BA ^^-vTiGsi. 




40 

"'. ns&er tkui Ae had mated 
nrxn^ to wmoM^ the wiath 
- If I csmsahed Jebonh. to ■uceitnin 
fa* )!I3Bl bat on thy aoooant, 
mj kc«l for I izknon Ida !£>«& emplofred by thee» engaged 
on tJiT b-3EzieaK. ^isazaeiisixtl bj thine inqilicit confi- 
d€^M;. f<oir EK> he t'ltfi hs* tB3& Fv be from me the blame. 
ImpTzte BO crnn* ic* ^^ vi>d vas mTsdf impoeed upon 
br bim, azsd vbo in 'w'bMS I did bat tried to help and 
hontyoT tltee."* Then th-andefcd fyrA. the monardi, bunting 
with Tkg<^ *- Thon sha3t furelT die. Ahimelech, thou, and all 
tbr fktber's faooser* Tnmisf loand to the officials of the 
palaoev be added, "Slar these priests, and derytdi them 
before mx eres. for ther hare made oonunon canae with 
Darid in his treason ; ther knew where he had fled, and did 
not inform mr magistniie&'* Bat the offioeis were onwilling 
Uj obey the sacrilegious <»der. So he locked aroand, and 
caught the sight of Abner, and with a ges lur e seemed to 
indicate that he ought to torn execationer. He was, how- 
erer, a brave soldier, and disdained to kill in oold blood; and, 
stepping forward, excused his non-compliance in these words: 
'*' I have fought the battles of my lead, and many a valiant 
foe have slain. Bat never has my hand been iqilifted against 
the saints. Slay me thyself, O king! bnt command me not 
to harm the servants of Jehovah." Then Saul addressed his 
chief herdsman, "Do thoa my bidding." Now Doeg, being 
an Edomite, would have hesitated, perhaps declined to mas- 
sacre the priests of Cheinosh, the tutelary god of his nation; 
but he entertained no such reverence or compunction for the 
PhoBnician Jehovah, whose worship the Jews had lately intro- 
duced and adopted. So he advanced, and saluting with due 
respect the monarch, drew his dagger, and approaching Ahim- 
elech, who was bound with chains, with his hands tied by cords 
behind hia back, addressed him thus, '^ I devote thy ghost as 
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an offering to thy god, whose law thou hast broken by 
hatching treason against his anointed vicegerent, thy lord 
and king." He then plunged the blade up to the hilt in his 
heart, whence spouted a copious stream of blood, staining 
his ephod, and splashing on the floor. He staggered a few 
moments, the colour left his face as the cloud of death passed 
over it, his eyes flickered and filmed, his nostrils distended 
for a last gulp of vital air, and he fell prone upon the earth. 
The rest were slaughtered in the same manner by the fero- 
cious Moabite, exasperated and maddened by the horrible 
work, till his own person was soddened and stiff with gore, 
and the ground ran like a shamble with the purple flood. 
Eighty-four prophets, nearly a hecatomb of victims, were 
immolated by the knife of Doeg, and dedicated as a sacrifice 
by Saul to th6 sanguinary demon that haunted him. 

To wreak his full vengeance upon the prophets, Saul sent 
an armed force to destroy the ecclesiastical college at Nob; 
and the ruthless soldiery smote with the edge of the sword 
men and women, children and sucklings, oxen, asses and 
sheep; all were indiscriminately destroyed with a savage and 
fiendish barbarity; so despotic had become the ruler of 
Israel, like to the rest of Asiatic potentates, and so much 
afraid were his subjects to disobey him. But Abiathar, one 
of Ahimelech's sons, escaped, bearing with him a magic 
ephod, and fied to David, then located at Mizpeh, to whom 
he told the disasters that had befallen his father's house- 
hold. David wept at the tale, and replied to the complaining 
youth, ^' I feared as much would happen when I saw Doeg 
in the tabernacle. He is ambitious, deceitful, and unscru- 
pulous; besides he is an Edomite, and not of our religion. I 
suspected he would tell the king what he had witnessed, but 
I never thought Saul would have been so wicked as to lay 
sacrilegious hands on the appointed servants of the Lord. 
I have occasioned thy father's deati:i. 'H.\a'km<9av!e»& \f^ tc^^ 
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has been the rain of his family. Wonld that I oonld repair 
the iigury I have unwittingly inflicted. Bat do thou abide 
-with me; for he who seeketh thy life seeketh mine. We 
are brothers in misfortune. Let as be united by the sam^ 
hopes, since we are menaced by the same fears. With me 
at least thou wilt be in safety." 

On the borders of the forest of Hareth was situated the 
town of Eeilah, built on a steep hiU, then occupied by the 
Jews, but vigorously assaulted by an army of Philistines, 
who had plundered the threshing-floors in the adjoining 
cornfields. The besieged, being sorely beleaguered, and 
hearing that David was in the vicinity with a band of a few 
hundred men, despatched messengers to him for help. He 
consulted Abiathar and Joab whether he should comply with 
the entreaties of the Keilites. The latter was opposed to 
any interference, remarking, ^* If we dare not venture forth 
out of these woods lest we meet the forces of Saul, how 
much more ought we to be a&aid of an encounter with the 
large army of Philistines gathered against the city." But 
the priest was more hopeful, and said, " I will examine the 
ephod, and ascertain the wiU of the Lord." Out of the boi 
of shittim wood he took the robe made of fine blue and 
scarlet and purple linen, and embroidered with threads oi 
gold, with its curious girdle, and the two famous onyx stones, 
graven with the names of the tribes of Israel, one stone foi 
each shoulder, set in ouches of gold, and clad himself with 
the garment; and then fastened the breast-plate, with its 
twelve gems, by means of wreathen golden chains, to the 
shoulder-pieces of the ephod, and by blue laces below to the 
girdle. He then bowed himself reverently, and made with 
his fingers on his forehead, mouth, and heart the signs of a 
circle, containing a square and a triangle, and pronounced 
some words of a mystic import, having reference to certain 
planetary infiuences, and offered up a prayer to Jehovah. 
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David now advanced with devout prostrations, and, kneeling, 
interrogated the breast-plate (1), " Sl^ I go and smite the 
Philistines?" Hereupon Abiathar took the little statues, 
caJled Urim and Thummim, out of a pocket in the back of 
the breast-plate, which was doubled, where they were 
deposited, lying against his heart, and working them about, 
by means of ventriloquism, made them return the following 
answer to the inquiry, " Go and smite the Philistines, and 
save EeUah!" He knew that David was wishful to strike a 
blow against the enemies of his nation, as he would, if vic- 
torious, inspire confidence among his adherents, and gain 
reputation throughout the land of Israel; and, if defeated, 
could retire with ease and take shelter with his troops again 
in the forest. So he contrived to make the response of the 
oracle to be favourable to the expedition. This exercise of 
magic art imposed upon the rough soldiers, and deceived 



(1.) The ancient Egyptians had an oracle or teraphim, which 
they called Truth, consisting of a small image, suspended on a 
chain of gold, or a collar of precious stones, and worn round the 
neck of their minister of justice. Its name was Thmei, which 
appears to have been the origin of the Hebrew Thummim. Urim 
is supposed to have been derived from the two asps or basilisks, — 
TJrei, which were the symbols of royalty in Egypt. The chief 
priest of the Jews, who, before the election of a king, was also the 
judge of the nation, was alone entitled to wear that honorary badge 
of office. A more likely derivation of Urim is from Aorim, the 
lights or knowledge. 

A strange fascination seems to have been exercised by gems over 
the nations of antiquity, who attributed to them wonderful powers 
for good or evil, and even imagined they were haunted or inhabited 
by genii, or angels. In this respect, the Jews were quite as super- 
stitious as the Egyptians, Chaldeans, and Syrians; and nothing 
proves more the human origin, and the similarity of their religion 
to that of the x>eoples whom they termed Gentiles or Pagans, and 
affected to despise, than the similarity of their ceremonies and 
observances, amongst which may be reckoned divination by 
precious stones. It is asserted by some authors that the JewH 
beheved whenever the gems on the breast-plate of their high priest 
became dull, as if tarnished with a cloud, Jehovah was angry, and 

J>reparing to send them calamities; but when they sparkled witlv 
ustre, he was pleased, and inclined to be pxop\t\o\&B. ^xx.c^'^ir^ANK^;^'^ 
are stUl common among savages and 8end-civV^iBed\i«x\»rubSA. 
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even the intelligent mind of their chieftain, who believed 
that the defeat of the Philistines and his own success had 
actually been predicted and proclaimed by the voice of 
Jehovah. Yet it served his purpose well, by stimulating 
him with audacity, and sustaining him with faith. Accord- 
ingly he led his troops out of their coverts by secret paths 
and glades, and fell so suddenly upon the enemy that they 
were struck with consternation and fled. The town of 
Keilah was relieved, and rich and ample spoils were obtained, 
which David distributed among his followers to attach them 
still more to his service. 

After this victory, David and his men took up their abode 
in the city, which Saul hearing, determined to raise a large 
force, and repair thither forthwith. " It is a walled town," 
said the king, " he is shut in by gates, and I shall catch him 
at last." This news was told to David; and Abiathar, by 
means of his priestly influence, had learned that the towns' 
people, rather' than incur the anger of Saul, would deliver 
up their own deliverer ; so, when they came to hold counsel 
together on the matter, the priest pretended to inspect the 
ephod again, and announced, '^The inhabitants are more 
afraid of Saul than thankful to thee, and will assuredly 
surrender thee to his fury, if thou remain here." David 
was quite as prudent as he was bold; so he shook off the 
dust from his feet, and issued from the ungrateful town 
with his small force, and penetrated through the hiUs to the 
wilderness of Ziph, where he occupied a strong position amid 
its fastnesses and defiles. 

Saul, learning that David had escaped from Eeilah, forbore 
to move his army thither; and the latter had been long 
installed in the strong hills about Engedi, before the place 
of his refuge was discovered. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Jonathan yidts David in the wilderness of Ziph. — David flies thence 
to the district of Maon, whence he returns to the fastnesses of 
Engedi. — Sanl mnsters a large army, and pursues after him. — 
Fatigued and oppressed, the monarch seeks the shelter of a cave 
to sleep in. — David and Joah secretly enter the cavern, during the 
darkness of night ; and there David cuts off the skirt of Saul's 
robe, to prove that he might have killed him, had he wished to 
do so. 

Whtle David was secreting himself in the wilderness of 
Ziph, he received a visit from Jonathan, who had discovered 
the place of his refuge. The son of Saul came to reassure 
the outlawed chieftain of his continued friendship, and to 
inform him of the designs of his father, whose oMurate 
wrath could not be appeased. He brought also from his 
sister Michal a message of love and peace, with many tokens 
of esteem and concern tot him, in the shape of talismans and 
amulets, and amongst them a golden figure of the myste- 
rious tau, the epicene emblem of life, to ward off danger 
and avert the &ficination of other beautiful eyes than her 
own; for her lord was still the object of the most ardent 
affection to the imperious woman. David was fond of her, 
b^t also feared her; and his heart was already whispering 
to him tales of damsels quite as beauteous, with more ten- 
derness and grace, if not so dignified and haughty; and 
Michal lost by the comparison, for love is more allied to 
gentleness than pride. ^ My father has threatened Michal 
with imprisonment and death if she marry not Phalti, who 
is as pressing in his* solicitations as she is stubborn in her 
refusal: and as<>'to his humour regarding ^ee,Ni^DLO\\3^\^^ 
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anger stay not, nor his persecutions cease, fear nothing. I 
will keep thee instructed about his movements, so that he 
shaU not find thee. And here I renew my covenant with 
thee. Because that thou hast saved our nation from the 
thraldom of the Philistines, and preserved my father's 
throne, thou shalt be, after him, the king of Israel, since 
thou art worthier than I, and I will accept the place next to 
thee." The indissoluble bonds were again exchanged between 
the contracting parties, who embraced, and separated, Jona- 
than returning to the royal residence at Gibeah. 

Some of the inhabitants of Ziph (for the wilderness was 
not a region of utter desolation, but a long stretch of rugged 
downs, though destitute of trees, yet growing a short herb- 
age mingled with tufts of bushes; nor was it unpeopled, but 
dotted with straggling hamlets^ thinking to gain the favour 
of Saul, set off to announce to him that David lay concealed 
in these parts, and might be captured if closely tracked. 
"His haunts," said they, "are in the strongholds of the 
hills of Hachilah, which are on the south of Jeshimon. 
Come, now, O king, according to all the desire of thy soul, 
and our part shall be to deliver him into thy hands I *' Saul 
was pleased at the loyalty and devotion of the Ziphites, whom 
thus he answered, " Blessed be ye of the Lord ! for ye have 
been faithful to me, and helped me in this difficulty. Betum* 
1 pray you, and endeavour to discover his lurking place; 
question every person who has seen him; and peradventure 
we may find him: I am told he is very vigilant and cunning, 
and may elude our search, as he hath done heretofore." The 
deputation returned, and their embassy to Gibeah having 
been made known to David, he quickly departed from Ziph, 
and hid in a wild ravine in the neighbourhood of Maon. 
Now Saul, by means of his spies, being informed of the flight 
of David to the district of Maon, repaired thither instantly 
with a laxge force, and nearly captured him; so rapid had 
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been his pursuit, that his troops were on one side of a 
mountain^ and David and his men flying with all speed on 
the other side, and there was but little distance between 
them. Opportunely messengers arrived, acquainting the 
king that the presence of his army was required in another 
district; for the Philistines had again gathered their legions, 
andr were pillaging and bmming the towns and hamlets 
belonging to the tribes of Dan and Benjamin. As soon as 
Saul, with the royal cohorts, had departed, David also left, 
removing again to the rocky passes of Engedi, on the shores 
of the Dead Sea. 

At that time Engedi was a picturesque village, situated 
in a dingle between precipitous clifls. A rivulet, called the 
*' Fountain of the Kids,** from rising out of steep ledges 
frequented by goats, meandered through the vale, whose 
rich soil was irrigated by little rills led off from the main 
stream. The cube-shaped houses were surrounded by gardens 
of melons and cucumbers, and embowered in orchards of 
fig, olive, citron, and pomegranate trees, divided by hedges 
of aloes, with their thick fleshy leaves, serrated and pointed 
with a spike, and bearing candelabras of scarlet flowers, 
glowing in the sunshine like rows of flame; and overtopping 
the loftiest boughs, sprung up the thick-clustered shafts of 
numerous palms, bowing with their burdens of dates. Vines 
were planted in the more rubbly ground on the hill-sides, 
and bore fruit, whose luscious flavour was famed throughout 
the whole of Canaan. Further up the steep ascents were 
thickets of mimosa, embalming, when the gully-winds blew 
down from the heights, the idyUic glen beneath with spicy 
odours; and isolated bushes of camphire, with their clusters 
of pink-white blossoms grew on the rocks, furnishing the 
celebrated henna dye of the East. 

David and a number of his officers were sitting on & 
high bluff, overlooking the little town; e^eityw\ist^ «£Qi\xsL^ 
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were deep chasms, the resort of the jackal, with booldera 
and shingles in the dells, fringed with thistles and thorny 
brakes, and the poisonous puff-ball <^ the osher, full of dust 
and ashes, called the "Apple of Sodom." To the east lay 
that solemn lake, that washed away the foulest sin of man, 
but could not cleanse its waters of his shame. Without a 
ripple to indicate life, mysterious in its silence, dreadful in 
its memories, it slept, as sleeps a corpse, upon its bed of 
salt and pitch and sulphur. David gazed with horror mingled 
with humiliation, to think of the infamies of his race, per- 
petrated on this spot and punished by floods and flame. 
^' There was the vale of Siddim," remarked Abiathar the 
priest, '^ once a happy realm, fertile as Mizralm, and beau- 
tiful as the garden of the Lord. Lot, the friend and nephew 
of our father Abraham, preferred it to the plains of Canaan; 
for populous were its cities, rich its people, and powerful its 
princes. But pride engendiBred pomp and luxury, and 
fostered lust, and all abominable iniquities; and the flres of 
hell and the lightnings of heaven were commissioned to 
avenge the cause of honour and purity. Sodom ' and 
Gomorrah, doomed to destruction for their impious crimes, 
were blotted out, and lo ! remains this huge stain upon the 
land, accursed for ever." '' I have heard," said David, " that 
the Moabite shepherds still see phantoms arise from the 
bituminous waters, and hear wailings and cries: they dread 
to pass the place by night."' "What are those lights that 
flicker above that peak?" suddeMy ejaculated Jbab, a 
watchful sentinel, as well as a brave soldier. " The reflec- 
tions of the sunshine perhaps upon some sparry rooks 
common to this' volcanic region," returned David; but 
qtiickly perceiving what they were, added, "No, it is the 
gleam of spears ; they rise above the ridges like tongues of 
fire. It is well that our little band is in the pass below, 
oonceaJed from view by these intervening hills. Let us lie 
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down behind these rocks, and watch their movements. It is 
Satil with his army again ! They throng the pinnacles and 
flanks, and are moving down the ledges : the crags are alive 
with soldiers; the whole mountain teems with their 
nnmbers." "There must be about three thousand warriors, 
judging from the number of their battalions," observed 
Joab. " It is indeed the host of Israel, led by their unre- 
lenting monarch," said Abiathar; "but it seems to me as if 
they intend to encamp in the vicinity of those sheepcotes." 
"They are fatigued," remarked Joab, "no doubt exhausted 
by their toilsome march : they are making preparations for 
their evening meal. But look! yonder is the king, accom- 
panied by Abner, to whom he appears to be giving orders: he 
enters alone in that cavern, and Abner leaves him there and 
returns to his -tent. What can this mean ? " " That Saul 
is weary, and seeks relief from the hot close air in the cool- 
ness of the cave," answered David. *' Let us watch him 
attentively." 

The jagged purple shadows of the crags and peaks were 
creeping down the ravines, driving before them the golden 
sunset, but leaving exposed to* its parting beams the crests 
of mamelons, and the clustered spears piled up in separate 
heaps, which flamed and flickered like so many beacons on 
the hills. Around them fluttered the weird bats, wheeling 
in broken curves and sudden jerks, and shrieking with the 
shrill gibber of ghosts. , The shadows lengthened, invading 
the illuminated knolls and ridges; and now the steepest 
pinnacle alone shines with a gilded glory; it quivers in the 
starry sky, and extinguishes, then glows and glimmers 
again, and then sets in sudden darkness. 

Saul had not issued forth from the cave. Abiathar, con- 
jecturing that the monarch in retiring there for rest had 
been overtaken by a deep slumber, suggested the op^OYtvrDate^ 
fls favourable for murdering him^ and thwa «iA!^q».^^^^^ 
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leader, " The daj has at length, arrired in which the Lord 
hath deliyered thine enemj into thine hand. Thou majst 
reach the grotto without being perceived in the thick gloom. 
His life is in thy power, and thine he hath been seeking long 
to take. Let not the prize escape theef* The priest urged 
this counsel with the rehement wish that it would be 
adopted, as it would gratify his own resentment for the 
slaughter of his father and all his relatives. David was also 
impelled to the deed bj the desire of retaliating his own 
ii\}uries» and ending the fierce persecutions he had suffered 
so long, and so urjustly. Listructing Abiathar to return to 
the little band in the defile, accompanied by Joab he stole 
gently down the declivities, following the tracks of the 
goats, and descended to the glen below, whence they had to 
climb a short way up the contiguous mount to attain to the 
cavern. A lamp was burning within, and threw some stn^- 
gling rays over a damp patch of ground outside, where grew 
a cluster of hyacinths. The sight of beauty was ever wel- 
come to the aesthetic soul of David. On the present occasion 
he was touched with the singular contrast between their 
gentle aspect and the horrid deed to be i>erpetrated within 
that cave. He stooped and plucked a stem, and marked on 
the purple petals the streaks and lines, the ^'ai ai*' inscribed 
of mournful memories (1.) "Ah, can this simple flower," 

(1.) The sad words " Ai, ail" are said to have sprang from the 
tears of Ashtaroth on the death of her beloved Adonis, and are 
visibly inscribed on the flower into which he was turned, and whidi 
is the hyacinth, or the tuUp, or the sanguine flower that bears^ his 
name. This was a Syrian myth, and must have been familiar to 
the Jews. Adonai is often used for the name of Jehovah, and oat 
of superstitious reverence for the latter word, the Jews, in reading, 
still pronounce Adonai where Jehovah is written. The Hebrew 
month for June is Tammus — only another name for Adonis. The 
name of David's fourth son was Adonijah, or Adonis-Jehovah. In 
a certain Antiphon chanted before the Magnificat at vespers, Jeras 
is called by Catholic Christians Adonis, and by that name invoked 
M the God who appeared to Moses in a flame, and gave him the 
tahlea of the law on Mount Sinai. 
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thought he, " complain of the cruelty and injustice of death, 
and I be wretch enough to do what it condemns! It seems 
to watch a sepulchre. Still watch that grot/* he added, 
casting it down at the entrance, ^^ and be the guardian of 
its sleeping inmate! Thou hast taught me to be meek and 
pitiful." 

On his mantle, formed of a lion's skin, spread upon the 
floor, reposed the grim monarch, fierce even in his sleep' 
breathing heavily. He muttered something as if distressed 
by a painful dream; then he gnashed his teeth, and pro- 
nounced the name of David, startling the intruders. "I 
cannot pursue this business further/' whispered the outlawed 
chieftain to his companion; "my heart abhors the deed; my 
hand refuses to commit this crime. He is my master, the 
father of my wife, the king of Israel, the anointed of the 
Lord! It were sacrilege as well as murder. But I will cut 
off the skirt from his robe to show that I might have killed 
him had I been so inclined." Hereupon he drew his dagger 
and ripped off a portion of the garment, with the hem and 
tassels. At this moment Saul awoke, and David and Joab 
had just time to conceal themselves in the further recesses 
of the grotto, as the king, still drowsy and stupid, rose from 
his couch, and lifting his cloak from the ground, threw it 
hurriedly over his shoulders, and issued out of the cave 
Then David also left the cavern, and, before Saul had pro- 
ceeded many steps on his way to rejoin his troops, cried after 
him, "My lord, the king!" baul turned round, astonished to 
find the outlaw whom he had pursued after with such perti. 
nacity so near to him, and looked at him bewildered, and 
dubious how to act. David bowed lowly with his face to the 
earth, and said, " Why listenest thou to the accusation of mine 
enemies, who tell thee that I seek thy life ? This day the Lord 
delivered thee into my power. I saw thee enter this caye\ L 
watched thee; and as thou wert left aLone, ^vIi^waiX^<^,^^^s&. 
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Tfrrr -le: jl. ^ Jtiau^i TirciiT sat samtL 
':3«:vi iiifgnaL Xr aaL i knuM itxbl 3k a ^e deed. But I 
-wrjiiti Stic fcun. 317- sul wHsl -sbt 'diaai of ht- anniiitfld 
2x TTifitf '▼^kBmri^ SET* ^gJTiflr. lee^ jcb see the 
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wont cil isjiszieL A seBse cf ^ural rectitude letnmed to 
t«acii tike famoQg Eficsap^fi the beauty and the hnliiifflB of 
jtadee; acd, peci&ent for the post, he exdaimed, ^Ja this 
thj Toioe. mj aon. and art thoa DaTid?" and then, riioking 
with his feelings, bczst into teais. "Thoa art Toore rig^it- 
eoos than I," he added, the wocds scaree artieohite irith 
sobe; ^for then hast rewarded me good for evil; thoa hast 
given me life for the death I meant thee. Thy noble oon- 
dnct has disarmed my finy; and I am impotent. Aa I see 
the Lord is with thee, and hath guarded and protapered thee;, 
sorely He intends thee to be the fatnremler of IsneL Swear 
DOW by Jehorah that thoa wilt not cat off my seed mx 
destroy my name oat of my father's hoase." And DsTid 
t^>ok his God to witness the 8<denm pledge to jootect, and 
defend, and preserve from riolenoe the children of Saol and 
thoir descendants, an oath consecrated in good faith, bat 
dishonoured in more proeperoas times, when he sat secure 
up^m the throne, and success had turned his heart and 
ahauffcd bia nature. Ah, gentle BkiepYificdl sweet musiciaii! 
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thou sliouldst have died ere thou hadst been a king ! for 
thou didst live to be a cruel vindictive tyrant. 

Saul molested not David and his companions in their 
retreat back to their fastnesses in the contiguous hills. They 
parted friends; but amity dwells not long sincere in the 
breast of the insane. 

One evening as David was traversing the cultivated 
grounds in the proximity of Engedi, in order to commu- 
nicate with some scouts whom he had sent into the defiles 
and ravines about the region, now occupied by the monastery 
of Santa Saba, and whose return he expected with important 
intelligence^ he met a damsel, so comely and sylph-like, she 
might have been taken for a wood-nymph. "Peace to thee, 
my young sister!" said he, accosting her. "Peace to my 
brother!" returned the girl. "Whither art thou bound?" 
inquired David. " I go to fetch our goats home that are 
browsing on the caper-plants on yonder cUff," and she 
pointed to a flock not far off, and added: ''it is near 
their milking time." ''Art thou not afraid to be out 
alone at so late an hour?" asked the chieftain. "O 
no," replied the maiden; "my father, Malek, who lives 
close at hand, in that log cabin, has told me that I 
need not fear. He has often said to me, 'Zillah, the 
rough outlaws of the hills dare not touch or molest thee : 
they dread to offend their master more than they are 
afraid of death. Bears in their own dens, they are lambs in 
the fold of the gentle shepherd; so he calls the son of Jesse, 
their leader." While conversing with the innocent creature 
David felt smitten with her charms, and was about to be 
rude, when the impulse was checked and rebuked by the 
delicate compliment to his honour pronounced by her childish 
lips. He vowed secretly before God that no foul thought 
should enter his breast to contaminate her, whose tcxi&tlx^ 
reliance on hig protection had eancti&edL \ifix m \^ ^^go^* 
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and he faithfully kept his pledge. Afraid of farther temp- 
tation, distrustful of his eyes, distrustful of his heart, he 
bade her good night, adding his benediction, and turned 
away abruptly. She, taken by the courteous manner of the 
stranger, often thought of him, and went out of an evening, 
not only to look for her goats, but for him; long would she 
linger about the rocks, and examine every path, if haply 
she might perceive him. For some time past had gentle 
emotions been budding green within her swelling breast, 
and now with gonial heat love came to burst the grouting 
blossoms forth. But he was afraid of the encounter, and 
avoided the spot. To have taken that tender being from 
her home to his wild hold, among his desperate followers, 
would have been, he felt, both to her and to them, certain 
ruin. Hence his virtuous resolve never to cross her path 
again, if she could be avoided; and hard was the task he 
had imposed on his susceptible nature. Ah, little do com- 
plaining women know how deeply they are loved sometimes 
when they are shimned! How little do they suspect the 
yearning fondness concealed under an impassive counte- 
nance, the silent anguish that will tell no tales, the sui- 
render of earthly joys, the sacrifice of mortal hopes, at the 
stem command of duty that forbids the most truthful love 
to prosper! Fair Zillah would, however, often haunt the 
sleeping and the waking dreams of David: in his mind's eye 
he would behold her, still the same sweet nymph, for years 
afterwards, when perhaps she had grown to be the staid 
matron, the thrifty housewife, the dutiful mother, or, more 
likely, when she had passed to Heaven, her native sphere, 
too good for the fellowship of human frailty below. She to 
him was as to us is a face we have remarked for a moment 
with a sigh in a crowd, and then lost for ever, leaving ns 
bewildered with conjectures and desires. How many are 
the episodes of the heroic poem of love unsung, but written 
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by memory with sun-beams on our palpitating^ hearts! 
Love drapes the world with beauty, and the beautiful alone 
reminds us of Heaven. That night, on his return to the 
camp, David mused longer than usual, and pondered much 
his adventure with Zillah, to whom he addressed in fancy 
this sonnet, commemorative of their meeting. 



The sun behind the purpling clouds had set, 
The dewy air among the palms was still, 

When a young damsel midst the vines I met, 
With lightsome step ascending Gedi's hill. 

Fair as an early lily on the lawn. 

Shrinking from frost, and of the storm afraid; 
Or new-blown violet peering in the dawn 

With timid look, wert thou, sweet peasant maid. 

No trumpets, thundering, told thy lovely birth, 
No me nor drum announced a jubilee ; 

But thou wert welcomed to thy father's hearth, 
By the soft murmurs of the neighbouring sea. 

And as thy infancy to childhood grew, 

Each season nourished with a freshen grace. 

Till youth expanded to the ravished view 
The sainted features of an angel's face. 

Peace to thy mind the tranquil heavens have lent. 
And their soft azure to thy gentle eyes ; 

From fields of camphire balmy zephyrs sent 
The rosy blush that all thy dower supplies. 

Rich with the gifts of nature, seek not wealth. 
And, clad in russet, shun the pomp of state ! 

Can treasures buy the bloom of buxom health? 
On silks and gems will beauty hiunbly wait? 

And yet to purchase thy consenting smile, 

What golden showers would rain upon thy lap ! 

What solemn vows be made with cruel guUe ! 
Such fatal fraud O may thy charms escape ! 

Fly, then, the city's gay alluring haunts, 

Where vice is most industrious to destroy I 

But, pleased with what thy frugal cottage grants. 
Live there in pe^e, in pure and artless joy I 

With sylvan flowers, in lieu of jewels, deck 
The flowing tresses of thine amber hair; 

Nor glittering chains allow to clasp thy neck. 
Lest they might hold in every link a snare! 
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As festal Queen, beneath the myrtle shade, 

To the brisk viol thou mayst lead the dance, 

The secret envy of each rustic maid. 

The fond desire of every shepherd's glance. 

At home I see thee share thy mother's toil. 

With cheerful ditties lighten household care, 

Nurse the pet baby with a dulcet smile. 

And t€^h its lips to con some holy prayer. 

Oean at thy work, at every labour neat. 

Though ever busy, yet with .time to spare, 

The sick to visit in their sad retreat. 

The poor to solace in their lone despair. 

This passing tribute to thy praise I pay. 

Charmed with thy mien demure, and native worth. 
As, like a swallow flitting on its way. 

Thou crossed my pa3i a moment on the earth. 

Soon will the number of my days be told. 

But none the death-dew from my brow shall kiss. 

And, when my ashes mingle with the mould. 
None shall the solitary stranger miss. 

But thy young life has scarce begun to flower. 
And, guileless, cannot tell what evil is : 

Bask in the sunshine of the fleeting hour ! 

Love, hope, and trust! 'tis all of human bliss. 

For thee His stores may bounteous harvest spread! 

The spring-tide bourgeon, and the summer bloom ! 
May God in mercy bless thy marriage bed ! 

The cradle of thy chilclren, and thy tomb! 
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CHAPTEE VII. 

David removes to the wilderness of Paran, where, being pressed by 
famine, he sends deputies to Carmel to beg of Nabal a contri- 
bution of provisions. — Being refused, he determines to extermi- 
nate the household of the rich proprietor. — But on his way 
thither he is met by Abigail,- who deprecates his wrath by 
relieving his distress.— Shortly after, the farmer dies, and David 
marries his widow. 

Fbok the barren hills and rocky defiles of Engedi, David 
removed to the* wilderness of Paran, where, in the primitive 
ages of mankind the wretched Hagar, after her cruel expul- 
sion from the tents of Abraham, led her orphaned son, and 
deposited him under a bush, as she thought, to die, and 
retired from the spot, exclaiming with the anguish of a 
mother's tenderness, "Let me not see the death of my 
child!" and where in maturer years he dwelt, and became a 
great archer, and the founder of a hardy and indomitable 
race. It was a plain verdant with rich herbage during the 
winter rains, but brown and dry and desolate at all other 
seasons; and it was then inhabited by a few scattered tribes, 
who conducted the caravans loaded with the merchandise of 
India and Egypt, from the ports of Elath and Zuph to the 
towns of Kadesh and Selah, built on the rocks high as the 
nests of the eagles. When not engaged in commerce, they 
hunted the antelope, the ostrich, and the wild goat, and were 
addicted to plunder and robbery, making predatory incursions 
into the territories of their neighbours, the Amorites and 
Moabites. Among these rough sons of the desert the levies 
of David found kindred spirits, and were received with such 
hospitality as the wilderness could aSox^i, -wVn.^ ^^t^s^s^a^ 
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principally in tlie liberty to draw water unmolested from 
their wells, and to pluck without contention the wild dates 
that grew wherever there was a spring. These resources 
were insufficient; so David called ten of the youngest of the 
men who were with him, and ordered them to proceed to 
Carmel, in Judah, to obtain supplies. "I have heard." 
said he, " that the farmer, N^bal, is shearing his sheep on 
those hills. It is the same who dwells in a grand mansion 
in Maon, and lives in sumptuous affluence, attended by 
many servants, for he has large possessions inherited from 
the house of Caleb. Greet him in my name, and salute him 
thus: ' Peace be to thee, peace be to thine house, and peace 
be to all that thou hast! Our master David desireth to 
remind thee that during the time his armed bands occupied 
the strongholds of Engedi, thy shepherds on the hiUs of 
Carmel were never hurt nor wronged; not so much as a kid 
was missing from them. Ask thy servants, and they will 
tell thee that we have spoken the truth. Now, in return for 
the protection afforded to thee and thine, and the exemption 
of thy property from pillage or contributions, our lord 
requests respectfully that thou wilt treat him as thy son, 
and give to us whatever provisions are prepared and ready 
to thine hand.* " 

The young men departed, and quickly arrived at the huts 
and pens where the shepherds were shearing the sheep, 
superintended by Nabal himself, to whom they delivered 
their master's message. The lord of Carmel was of an 
arrogant and morose temper, induced by the pride of wealth, 
and aggravated by frequent debauchery: late copious 
potations of the wine of Engedi had rendered him more 
irritable than usual, and hence he answered the application 
for assistance with insolent churlishness, "Who is this 
David ? and who is the son of Jesse ? There are many 
servants now, too idle and too lazy to work, who run away 
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from their masters, and turn highway robbers, preferring to 
gain a livelihood by pilfering and murder rather than by 
hard work and honest industry. Shall I then take the 
bread, the water, and the meat from my shearers, and give 
them unto men whom I know not, nor whence they be?" 
The young men were obliged to return as destitute as they 
had come; to their representations for relief Nabal only 
proffered insults, and even threatened them with injmdes. 
The inhospitable manner in which they had been treated 
they related to David, exaggerating rather than extenuating 
the conduct of the farmer. David's anger was roused by 
the recital, and he determined at once to resent the affix)nts 
he had received, and take by force what had been denied to 
his entreaties. " Gird every man his armour," commanded 
he, " and let us hasten to punish this boor." Six hundred 
warriors responded to the call, and were ready, of whom he 
chose four hundred to accompany him, and left two hundred 
to guard their encampment in the wilds of Paran. 

In the meanwhile one of Nabal's servants had been des- 
patched from Carmel to Maon on some errand to Abigail, 
the rich farmer's wife, who was then living there, in charge 
of the large agricultural establishment, and to her he com- 
municated what had happened, remarking, " David and his 
adherents have never molested the shepherds nor their flocks, 
but always treated them with kindness and respect : they 
were even our safeguard against the incursions of free- 
booters and banditti, who feared their prowess. They are 
powerful, and the strong are disposed in troublous times to 
seize what they require, if refused to their demands : they 
are also ferocious, rendered savage by the hardships they 
have been obliged to endure, and will revenge the wrongs 
and indignities they have suffered. Take my advice, and 
appease their wrath." Abigail, who was prudent and wise, 
•revolved the matter in her mind, aad detenxnxi!^^ \j() xsi'oSsjsb 
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atonement far her husband's p er i eniiij , and so endeKvom 
to arert the resentment she judged to be impending oyer 
their household. She took two hmidied loares, two large 
skins ci wine, fire sheep ready dressed, fire measures of 
parched com, one hundred dusters of raisins, and two 
hundred cakes of figs, and Liid them on asses, and ordered 
her servants to conduct them by the beaten paths towards 
Beer8heb% which is on the way to Edom, adding, ^I will 
come after, and overtake you." 

Abigail was exceedingly beautiful, though dark; her 
complexion was illumined by the crimson blood that flickers 
through a fine transparent skin, like the soft summer-evening 
doud that is tinged with scarlet lightning. With the vanily 
of her sex she wished to appear prepossessing before David, 
whose handsome countenance she had heard extolled by her 
maidens, in the strange tales they told of the bold troopers 
of the lulls, who defied the power of Saul and the armies of 
Israel. She combed out her long black hair, and placed the 
white blossoms of the chumbelee jasmin, strung on threads, 
among the flowing tresses ; adorned her necK -witti rows of 
beads and bugles, and chains of gold with amulets suspended, 
and silver crescents, and her ears and fingers with nxmierous 
rings sparkling with gems ; fixed on her arms and -lega her 
bracelets and anklets, invested her small well shaped feet in 
Babylonian shoes of woven silk, and round her waist twined 
a rich sash of brilliant colours, embroidered with fine work, 
that'clasped her loving heart within its close embrace. She 
looked at her image reflected on the polished surface of a 
metal mirror, and was ^eU pleased. With a smile of satis- 
faction on her lips, and a presentiment of conquest in her 
mind, she sallied forth and mounted her ass, equipped with 
superb trappings, and, stealing along devious tracks so as 
to avoid recognition, rejoined the cavalcade a long distance 
outaide the town. It was one of those fine summer days 
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when the Enin overspreads the earth with a flood of happiness, 
and God himself walks abroad through the fields, smiling to 
see his creatures blessed. The little flowers nodded to each 
other, and danced with glee on the green sward; the 
zephyrs were out on a holiday tour, whispering to the 
golden-belted bees, where grew the plots of thyme and the 
beds of rosemary, where the most fragrant scents were to 
be found, the most luscious honey to be filched; copse 
answered grove with song ; a fiock of finches fluttered over 
the tall spikes of purple thistles, and twittered mutual 
congratulations as they thought of their autumnal feasts of 
nutty seeds ; the tamarisks shook their light acicular foliage, 
dropping manna, and waved their tufts of lilac flowers like 
festive flags; while the leafy forest weaved a murmurous 
roof against the cerulean sky, or opened up vistas of 
enchanting panoramic scenery. All nature was glowing and 
panting with life, and love, and pleasure ; to breathe was 
music. There are hours to be enjoyed upon the earth that 
nothing sweeter can be experienced in heaven. So Abigail 
thought and felt in spite of her anxiety about the approach- 
ing interview. ^' Blessed be the divine Creator/' she said, 
"who has so nicely ac^usted the human frame as to render 
it capable of such exquisite felicity !*' 

Scarcely had she pronounced this benison, when she 
perceived David and his men emerging from the covert of a 
wood. She immediately alighted from off her ass, and, as 
he approached, bowed herself to the earth and fell on her 
face at his feet, and cried imploringly, " Upon me, my lord, 
upon me let thine anger fall ! But hear the explanation of 
thine handmaid in excuse for what has occurred. When 
thy messengers arrived at Oarmel I saw them not, because 
I was in charge of the household at Maon, else they should 
not have been reproached, nor should they hay^ t^Wcti<^ 
empty-handed to mj lord. And if they wene \x\soi\A\ 9>3A 
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ill-treated by my husband, I beseech thee to consider that 
Nabal is addicted to beastly sensuality, and in his revels 
and debaucheries knows not what he does. Alas! he is 
a son of Belial, flown with insolence and wine. A fool 
he is by name, and a fool he is by nature." David was 
already subdued by so much earnest pleading, backed with 
such fascinating comeliness. He gazed at her intently, and 
his countenance expressed the pleased emotions of his soul, 
which she perceiving, blushed deeply till her neck and bosom 
were crimsoned with conscious shame; for her woman's 
instinct divined his wishes and assured her triumph. 
Glances stole from the one to the other, like electric wires 
that carry messages as quick as thought, and bring responses 
back with lightning's speed. They needed not their tongues; 
their fond eyes spoke intelligible language tmderstood by 
both. "The beautiful are always eloquent," answered 
David: ''who can reject their appeals?" " These presents, 
my lord," returned Abigail, "which we have brought 
hither, I beg thee to accept for thy use and that of thy 
followers." "We receive them thankfully," replied he, 
"precious from our present need, and doubly precious 
because thy gifts. But cheer thee, lady, and be not sad! 
The generous and bountiful have always friends; and 
conquered by thy looks as much as convinced by thine acts, 
we are thy foes no longer." Still deeper than before she 
blushed, for her heart was already responding to the advances 
of the young chieftain, whom she found to be quite as hand- 
some as fame reported. " Blessed be thou," said the matron, 
" that thou canst restrain thine anger, and forgive! Blessed 
be the Lord, who hath kept thee from seeking revenge and 
shedding blood !" " And blessed, Abigail, be thou," rejoined 
David, "who hadst confidence in me to come hither and 
meet me in the wilderness, and who hast succouredmy distress 
in a time of trouble! I shall ever remember thy kindnesB) 
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and the Lord will reward thee. I had sworn, on account of 
tiie affironts of Nabal, to destroy with fire and sword all that 
belongs to him. But I have seen thee! and how shall I 
remember my oath ! Thou hast saved thy husband's life and 
rescued his chattels from my just resentment. Betum in 
peace to thine house, and my peace for ever dwell with 
tiieer 

The wife of Nabal, as she saluted David at their parting, 
forgot for a moment that she had a husband, as her sweet 
emile, that conveyed the sentiment of a heart more than 
grateful, testified to the quick-witted apprehension of the 
deflert-chieftain. For him, too, Michal lived not in his 
remembrance during those burning minutes: her fierce fond- 
ness was obsolete, her fiercer pride obliterated in the presence 
of the kind, prudent, and confiding woman before him. And 
when she had departed, he could not banish from his 
thoughts that smile freighted with the whole wealth of love 
and all its joys. He could not bear the idea of being distant 
^rom her: she was henceforth his lode-star in the wilderness. 
Though the meeting between them had taken place in the 
Ticixiityof lanum, he returned on his way towards Faran 
only as far as Hazor, on the borders of Judah; whence he 
sent a detachment of his men to the troops he had left behind 
with orders to follow after him to the hill of Hachilah, where 
be repaired in order to be nearer to the object of his newly 
contracted attachment. 

While Abigail was thus appeasing the wrath of David, 
Nabal retmmed from Oarmel to Maon, and finding her absent, 
took that opportunity to invite his boon companions to a 
debauch. "Let us hold a festival," said he, "in honour of 
our favoarite, Belial, the god of wine and jollity, who loves 
tiie merry heart and the free thought." Such an invitation 
was not likely to be refused by gluttons and topers; they 
punctually att^ided and zealously contributed their assist- 
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and had her ooantzymen not been eqnalfy kind and liberal to 
her, they nerer would have been able to plough with his 
heifer. Had Eli's scms not feasted the women with the choice 
meats their servants struck with their flesh-hooks, and lifted 
out of the seething cauldron, and inflamed their HbidinoUg 
passions with copious draughts of the best vintage, they had 
never lain with them at the doors of the tabernacle; and 
other vile tales they told equally abominable. 

They drank so freely that their hands became unsteady, 
and their eyes dim; they could not lift the cups up to their 
lips, nor direct the ruddy stream, but poured it down their 
clothes to saturate them, and wallow in the mess, and imbibe 
it by their skins. Paralysed with unconsciousness, they fell 
on the floor, and were soon plunged in a heavy sleep. 

When Abigail returned, and entered the banqueting- 
room, abe found the table covered with, fragments of their 
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feast, and stamed with wine lees, the stools upset, the gar- 
lands torn and scattered, and the idol overturned from its 
niche, and lying prostrate with its worshippers on the ground, 
broken, and maimed, and begrimmed with foulness, and 
Nabal working in convulsive spasms. When he emerged 
from the fit, he raved incontinently about grinning toads, 
and dancing rats, and flying tortoises, and gibbering fish, 
to the alarm and horror of his attendants. This delirium 
lasted several days, and ended in a stertorous slumber, and 
a stupor so stolid, and so near akin to death that they knew 
not when he ceased to live; insensibly did the vital turn into 
the dead carcase. His malady they ascribed to the anger of 
Belial, ofEended at his votaries for their defilement and muti- 
lation of his image; to avenge the indignities put upon his 
g^odshipj he had sent his familiar spirits to haunt the body 
of NabaJ, which they tormented and tortured till they kiUed. 
Such was their belief, and the belief of the Jews, and all the 
nations of Syria, for ages afterwards. A coroner's inquest 
on such a case at the present day would find a verdict of 
^'died of delirium tremens from intoricating drinks!" How 
many more men, aye, and women too, are drowned in the 
wine cup than in the sea ! 

By means of frequent messengers, David was kept 
acquainted with the daily state of afOairs in the house of 
Nabal. Hence when the drunkard expired, he rejoiced 
exceedingly, as it afforded him an opportunity of proposing 
for the hand of the widow: nor was she disconsolate at the 
loss, nor disinclined tk^ repair the damage. The chieftain 
of the wilderness despatched the priest, Abiathar, and his 
lieutenant, Joab, with suitable presents of jewels, acceptable 
always to female vanity, and charged them to make a formal 
demand of the matron for his spouse. They found Abigail 
at the sheep station on the lulls of Oarmel, and «aJLvv^ixi% 
her in the customary fashion, addressed liiex \.\i\xa*. ^' ^^q»»>^ 



86 THE SHEPHERD KING. 

be the L<sd that hath pleaded the cause of his serrant 
David, inasmuch as He Testraiiied his ire from ii^iiriiig 
thee, when stirred to revenge by the incivilities of thy late 
husband; and who hath visited the follieB and the wicked- 
ness of Nabal on his own head! And now that thou art 
liberated from his thraldom, and art free to dispose of thy 
person, our master greets thee, and would willingly take 
thee for his wife." Not long was she in deciding; she soon 
persuaded herself that nature's call was the voice of duty: 
the offer fulfilled her own desires; how could she hesitate? 
Bowing low to the ground, she answered with an assumed 
meekness, disguised pnder the oriental form of humility, 
although her heart was elate with jo^r and pride, " Let thine 
handmaid be a servant to wash the feet of the slaves of my 
lord!" Then she entered her dwelling, and arrayed herself 
in magnificent apparel, forgetting not to fasten to the broad 
g^dle of her dress her purse well filled with golden shekels' 
and strove to hide her charms under a long thick veil, 
conscious that the imagination embellishes the reality. 
Adorned with all the loveliness that nature could bestow, 
or art improve, she mounted her ass, attended by five of her 
damsels, and followed the messengers, who conducted her 
to the presence of David, waiting with impatience for her 
arrival: and that very day their nuptials were consummated. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

Hichal, indignant at her husband's estrangement, marries Phalti, 
and instigates her father to continue his animosity against David. 
— Saul again leads an army forth, and is again visited in his sleep, 
and his life spared by the outlaw.— David, moved by reasons of 
selfish policy, seeks the protection of Achish, theking of Gath. 
— Samuel, the prophet, dies. 

Swift as the courier-dromedary could travel sped the evil 
tidings to Michal of her darHng David's marriage. The 
sweet hopes that had clustered around her breast thick as 
tlie blossoms on the bough that promise an abundance of 
fruit, were blasted by his infidelity and scorn. She was dis- 
carded for another; the princess and the wife were sup- 
planted by the shepherdess and the widow. Hitherto the 
commands of her father had been disobeyed, and the solicit- 
ations of her lover spumed and rejected. Now she no 
longer refused to her own offended pride what she would 
Dever have conceded to the ardour of his passion: she 
accepted Phalti; she would have wedded with the gristly 
Moloch, with aU his terrors, to have been revenged on her 
inconstant husband. The thorn was once a bud, and with 
more kindly culture might have been a flower. Women will 
surrender more easily and more quickly to the working of 
anger and spite than to the influence of affection: the sterner 
the emotion the more potent its sway. Moreover, instead of 
pleadingthe cause of David, she now instigated Saul, recently 
reconciled to the outlaw, to recommence his persecutions, 
and pursue him with redoubled vigour. 
Again the king of Israel led a large foxcQ m '^^xa^qh^a "Oc^ 



88 THE SHEPHERD KINO. 

wilderness of Zipk, and pitched his tents before Jeshimon. 
David had heen instructed by his spies of these movements 
of his enemies, and placed sentinels on every height to watch 
their farther proceedings. It was soon reported to him that 
in the plan of their encampment Sanl had chosen a spot for 
the royal pavilion in the trenches, where the chariots and 
waggons were drawn up, apart from his captain, Abner, and 
distant from the separate battalions of his army, T((hich lay 
around him in a circle. "Who will volunteer," inquired 
David of his officers, " to accompany me to-night to the tent 
of Saul? " Abishai, the brother of Joab, promptly replied, 
" I will go wherever my lord leadeth.'* Stealthily they pro- 
ceeded from bush to rock, around ledges, over peaks, down 
precipices, concealed by the darkness, till they arrived at the 
outskirts of the camp, where a dead silence prevailed, for 
every soldier was plunged in a profound sleep, even the 
parties who had been left on duty. The outer tents they 
passed, and crept among the carriages till they came to the 
pavilion where Saul lay. Him they found also in a heavy 
slumber induced by the exhaustion consequent on mental 
anxiety and bodily fatigue. " Now let me smite him with 
my spear, " entreated Abishai," and deliver thee from thy 
relentless foe. I shall not strike a second blow, but pin him 
to the earth at once." "Desist from such a thought," 
returned his leader. " Had I been so minded, I might have 
killed him in the cave at Engedi. But he is still the 
king of Israel; he is my lord and master. I came not 
here with any bloody purpose, but to learn the strength 
and disposition of my enemies; and now that I have 
ascertained the knowledge which I sought, let us return. 
But first do thou take the spear that is beside his pillow, 
and the cruse of water that is on the table, to show 
that we have been here, and might have slain him. This 
28 the second time I have Bp^ced his life. Feradven- 
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tnre lie may be grateful, and relent." They departed 
quietly, fearful to awake the drowsy host, and reached the 
opposite side of the valley, where they rested in a chasm in 
the hill till the dawn. Then climbing to a steep bank, in a 
conspicuous position to be seen, David stood up and shouted 
across the gully to his foes: ^' Where art thou, Saul? 
Where art thou, Abner?" The son of Ner heard his name 
called, and answered: ** Who art thou that criest after the 
king and me?" David replied: *^ Art thou not a vigilant 
captain to leave thy lord unwatched and unprotected? 
Then art valiant, and there are none like to thee in Israel; 
but what avails thy prowess if thou art indolent and care- 
less? Last night some of my people penetrated within thy 
lines, pushed even into the tent of Saul, and brought away 
his spear and his pitcher of water. Behold them here, and 
learn how easy it were to kill thy lord and master." Saul 
overheard these words, and knew the voice, and, as he issued 
forth from his pavilion, beheld the weapon and the cruse, 
and divined at once what had taken place. *' Is it thon 
again my son, David, to whom I am indebted for my life?" 
exclaimed the monarch, trembling with emotion; for in 
spite of his outbursts of fury, there was a tender heart in the 
breast of Saul, evinced by his daring to incur the displeasure 
of the cruel prophet, in sparing Agag and the Amaiekites, 
though strenuously urged to their slaughter and extermina- 
tion. " Wherefore doth my lord persist in persecuting his 
hxmible servant?" answered David. "What is mine 
iniquity? What have I done? If I have ofEended Jehovah 
by any evil or neglect, and thou hast been incited by 
his priests for it against me, let me atone my offence 
by a peace-ofEering. But if thy courtiers, to gain 
thy favour by seeming zeal, have told false reports about 
my deeds, cursed be they before the Lord, and in the sight 
of men! for they have driven me from ixi':} i'a^i2!DL<^1f^Vcs<Qs&A 
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and mine inheritance, from the offices I held in thy senioe, 
and from the worship of my Gtod in the tabernacle^ and 
exposed me to the temptation of serving ihe idols of the 
Oanaanites." Then Saul, penitent, rejoined: ^'I have 
sinned; but do thou forgave my error. Betom with me^ my 
son, David. I will no more harm thee, because thou hast 
again spared my life, forfeited by my wickedness to thee." 
David answered: ** Send one of thy soldiers hither for thy 
spear. Inasmuch as thou wert precious in my sight to-day, 
so remember my forbearance, and let me henceforth be 
esteemed, and honourable in thy regard." They again parted, 
— the last time they were to part — and parted friends. 

It was, however, soon announced to David that the king's 
anger against him continued to be as bitter as before. At the 
same time, intelligence was brought him of extraordinary 
movements of troops in all the towns of the Philistines. 
He had already, while he was in the plain of Faran« heard 
of the gprand revolution which had been effected in the 
neighbouring land of Arabia. Ammonoph, the despot of 
^SyP^* ^^^^ j^^^ conquered it, and so oppressed the inhabi- 
tants that many of them fled and left the country. The 
fugitives naturally sought a refuge with the kindred peoples 
of Midian, Edom, Moab, and Canaan; and as they were a 
hardy race, and skilled in the use of the bow, they formed a 
great accession to the strength of the enemies of IsraeL 
Tribe after tribe of these nomades, mounted on their camels 
and dromedaries, scoured the deserts of Kedar and the 
mountain passes of Hor in eager haste to escape from the 
pursuit of the Egyptians. David began to despair, not 
only of his own cause as opposed to that of the monarch of 
Israel, but that of Israel itself as opposed to the over- 
whelming forces of the Philistines, augmented by these 
vaste hordes. Prudence was ever a prominent principle in 
the conduct of David: in its exercise he had hitherto been 
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scmpiilous of the dictates of honour, and had rigidly 
regarded the calls of patriotism. He was always shrewd, 
but now he was learning to be cunning: the instinct of self, 
so marked in his farther career, began to be developed from 
the present crisis. The past had been consecrated to virtue, 
but the future was to be devoted to glory, and self -aggrand- 
isement at any cost was to predominate above all othei con- 
siderations. Hence he determined to join the gaining side. 
The ruling powers of Israel had persecuted him, and he had 
nothing to expect from them while Saul was at their head. 
He could but be oppressed by the Philistines — perhaps mal- 
treated and killed, and might be so fortunate as to conciliate 
their friendship; and if so, and they were victorious, which 
would most likely be the case, he would be in a position to 
derive advantage — at least, no detriment — ^from the disasters 
of his compatriots. There was also the pleasure of retaliating 
his sufferings upon those who had so much wronged and 
izgored him; and the pride of proving, since so potent a foe 
he had become, how powerful a friend he might have been, 
had he been treated differently. These motives influenced 
him in the present conjuncture, and decided him on turning 
traitor to his country. 

To sound the feelings of Achish, the king of Quth, he sent 
Abiathar and Abishai, who extolled the power of their master, 
and magnified the services he might render to his new liege. 
Achish was gained over by their arguments, and consented 
to receive the mountain-chief and his followers, in the 
expectation that his own consequence would be exalted by 
this addition to his forces, and the strength of the Israelites 
weakened in proportion. In conformity to this arrange- 
ment, David mustered his troops, and led them to the 
borders of Gath, where he was met by its monarch, who, as 
soon as he saw David, started, and exclaimed with amaze- 
ment, "Why, thou art the fool who ao\ig\it t\ift ^"^^^t ol \ss3 
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wing some months agof " I was least a fool then, when 
most thought to be so, my lord," answered David. ''The 
folly was but assomed to serve a wise purpose. The shep- 
herd who clothes his body with a doak of sldns, is not a 
sheep, becanse of his woolly garment: his garment keeps 
him warm, my folly kept me living." At first Achish was 
inclined to be ang^; bat he thought of the oriental proverb, 
" If a serpent love thee wear him as a necklace;" and deter- 
mined to be friendly, to which resolve he was greatly led by 
the sight of the stalwart warriors, drawn up to the number 
of six hundred before him, and at their head the versatile 
genius, whose talents were equal to any emergency. He no 
longer hesitated, but decided on extending towards them his 
hospitality, and binding them to his interests by kindness. 
To his own palace David and his two wives, Abigail and 
AHinoam, a damsel from Jezreel, in Judah, whom he had 
added to his household just previously to removing from the 
wilderness, were invited by the king of Gath ; and his men 
were allotted dwellings in the town, and received regular 
rations. But disinclined to test the bounty of the Philistines 
too far, and afraid of collisions between his men and their 
entertainers, David applied to the king to grant him and 
his people a separate residence. " If I have found favour 
in thy sight," said he, *' accord to me some township in thy 
dominions, where we may live, and remain no longer here, a 
burden on thy generosity." Achish acceded to his request, 
and assigned the town of Ziglag, situated near to the 
frontiers of Edom, for the habitation of the Jewish chief- 
tain and his adherents. 

While established in this border town, of which "David 
had been constituted the governor, he had frequent oppor- 
tunities of falling upon straggling bands of the Geshurites, 
Gezzites, and Amelekites, and other wandering tribes of the 
desert of Shur. These were continually at war with one 
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another^ and, when weakened by their quarrels, fell an easy 
prey to his Tigilance. These incursions he made principally 
for the sake of plunder ; and troops of camels and asses, 
herds of cattle, and flocks of sheep, and other booty more 
valuable, were captured, of which he made large presents to 
his liege lord at Guth, representing the chattels as spoils 
taken from the Jerahmeelites and Kenites, kinsmen or allies 
of the Jews : and lest the plundered tribes should complain 
to Achish, and appeal to his sense of justice against these 
nnproYoked aggressions and lawless robberies, he ordered 
all their men and women to be slaughtered, and divided 
the children as slaves among his freebooters. The wily 
Hebrew deceived his Pl^ilistine sovereign with a falsehood ; 
but could not deceive his own conscience with any amount 
of lying. Already that had been spotted; now the stain of 
murder was on it ; and soon other crimes were to be perpe. 
trated to be branded on his heart by the fire-iron of shame 
and remorse. 

As the armies of the Philistines were mustering for the 
invasion of Israel, the King of Guth sent for his feudatory 
lieutenant, and said to him, <^I am preparing for war, and I 
shall require thee and thy men, as my subjects, to follow 
me to the battle." *' My lord will find us prepared to obey 
his summons," answered David; "we shall be ready, and 
^ou shalt see what thy servant can do." Achish was pleased 
with the reply, and rqjoined, "So will I reward thy zeal as 
thou shalt render me service. Thou hast been a wise captain 
when opposed to us ; be as skilful now that thou art with 
us, and I will appoint thee to be my chief minister of 
state, the keeper of my counsels." The Jewish mercenary 
fuUy intended at that time to act in the hostile opera- 
tions against his compatriots, as the most obvious means 
to his own advantage. 

At this critical coiguncture died 8asxmj^Vk<&^TO'^^\>,'^^DL^ 
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had influenced the destinies of his country for so long a period. 
Dufing more than the half of his life, since his manhood, he 
had been its despotic governor; he was the last and the 
shrewdest of its theocratic princes; nor would he have 
yielded to the general voice of Israel to appoint a laical 
'uler had he been blessed with sons capable of succeeding 
him. Like many great men, his talents were expended on 
himself, and descended not as an inheritance to his children. 
These he had provided for by nominating them to offices 
more suitable to their abilities; but even in the humble 
capacity of judges of the district of Beersheba, they dis- 
graced the magistrature. Hence it was that he was induced 
to change the form of government, and, in resigning the 
sovereign power, abdicated in favour, not of another priest, 
of whom he would have been jealous, but of a simple peasant, 
whom he thought he might lead as he Hked in all public 
affairs. Hence he selected Saul, a rough and uncultured 
boor, brave, simple, and honest until he became insane, when 
he was every thing, good and bad, and nothing long. Now 
all the priesthood from Dan to Beersheba gathered together 
to honour the obsequies of the chief of their order, whose 
decease they lamented sincerely, and whose loss they 
deplored as the loss of their own influence and interests, 
because they had always been protected and upheld by him; 
and him they buried in his native town of Bamah. 

It was at the instigation of Samuel that Saul, grateful 
for his services, revived the penalties inflicted by the 
Mosaical law against the professors of magic and witchcraft. 
The priests themselves were the most frequent practisers of 
legerdemain and dealers in familiar spirits; and sought to 
monopolise the proflts of the trade. It was natural that the 
arch-impostors of jugglery should frame laws against com- 
mon sorcerers, who were not professionally educated in the 
science of cheating the public 'undexioJlae pretences ; ajid it 
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was no less distinctiye of the class that Samnel, when he had 
the power, should pnrsne with a fiendish fury the illegal and 
unqualified practitioners, whether designing knaves swind- 
ling others, or demented wretches deceived by their own 
haUncinations. Pity is misplaced in the case of any rogues; 
but it is hard to see petty delinquents punished, and the 
gxand felons escape. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The Philistines and Hebrews prepare for battle. — Sanl visits the 

witch of Endor. 

Bounded on the north by the ridge of Mount Tabor, and by 
the heights of GUboa on the south, extends the plain of 
Jezreel up to the banks of the Jordan, with no interruption, 
except the eminences of little Hermon, in the neighbourhood 
of Endor. Southwest from the latter place, divided by some 
intervening spurs, lies the town of Shunem, on a gentle 
rise in the midst of the surrounding champaign. Here the 
armies of the Philistines were encamped in martial order, 
the chariots ranged in the front, the archers placed behind 
them, and the battalions of infantry in the rear. The- 
position was eminently favourable for the effective employ- 
ment of their chariots, which could scour the level country 
without impediment or obstruction, and for the equally 
destructive operations of their archers, who could send thick 
volleys of arrows into the opposing hosts unprotected by 
any irregularities in the ground. Having been joined by 
numerous bands of Arabians and Ishmaelites, who were 
renowned for their skilful management of the bow, they 
were exceedingly strong in that branch of offensive warfare; 
and never was so formidable an army in all respects drawn 
up to contest the possession of Canaan. Two hundred years 
before, a terrific battle had been fought on the same spot, 
disastrous to the Philistines, and their allies, the AmalekiteB 
and Midianites, when Gideon, with his devoted warriors, 
rushed down the craggy heights during the darkness of 
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night, and struck such terror and bewilderment into their 
ranks, that they turned their arms against each other, and 
fled in consternation as far as Bethshittah and Tabba^th. 
The disgrace then inflicted upon them they ever remembered 
with peculiar acrimony : it was the burden of plaintive songs 
chanted by their matrons, deploring the deaths of their 
husbands, fathers, and sons; and the subject of martial 
odes, breathing rage, and denouncing resentment for their 
loss of honour. Glad were they now to meet in the same 
field their detested foes, and to have an opportunity of 
wiping off the shame of their past defeat. 

To the heights of Gilboa Saul had attained with his levies 
from the different provinces of Israel. So much disaffection 
had been lately manifested against his rule, first from the 
opposition of the prophets, then the discontents of the 
inhabitants of Judah, the most numerous of the Hebrew 
tribes, that his forces were inconsiderable when compared 
with what fame had related of the enemy. But when he 
mounted an elevated ridge to observe their numbers, and 
ascertain their position, his heart sickened at the sight ; for 
it seemed to him that rumour had fallen far short of the 
truth, as their battle-array extended across the whole 
breadth of the plain. The troubled monarch reflected that 
Samuel was dead, and that at their last interview, when he 
had earnestly pleaded in the cause of mercy for himself, and 
his disarmed and helpless captives, and rent the mantle of the 
obdurate seer, in the attempt to detain him for his forgive- 
ness in neglecting to execute the commands of a vindictive 
God, whom it would have been murder and massacre to 
obey, he had been cursed, and his ruin predicted. The 
priesthood generally were antagonistic and traitorous, and 
his best general had been driven from his presence, and from 
his country, to enlist in the hostile army against him. \.\^ 
his embarrassment Saul had recouxBe to «ocA;\\sai>'^«£^ \a 
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interpret the wild dreams which had troubled him lately, but 

their answers were vague and unsatisfactory. He engaged 

some priests, attached to the court by interest, or to himself 

by personal considerations, to consult the Urim and 

Thummim on the breast-plate of judgment, but they could 

not work the oracle: they had not been sufficiently instructed 

in necromancy to be able through stellar influences, or magic 

incantations, to make the little images speak. It was no 

use his trying to induce the neophytes of the Prophet-College, 

who, among other arts and accomplishments, were taught 

ventriloquism to handle the puppets. They remembered the 

fate of Ahimelech and his household, and shunned his 

palace, nor ever followed his pavilion to the wars. Saul was 

despondent, and inquired of his officials if there were no 

magician nor witch whose counsels he might invoke. " I 

know an old woman," answered Doeg, now advanced from 

being the chief herdsman to be his armour-bearer, "who 

holds authority over a famiHar spirit to make it tell her all 

things and do her bidding in any dilemma. I will conduct 

your majesty to Endor where she lives." " I will seek her 

aid," returned the monarch. ** All other means are denied 

me to ascertain my fate: the future is dark and threatening, 

and suspense is horrible; better to know the worst at once." 

Then Saul divested himself of his regal habiliments and put 

on common attire so that he might not be recognised, as he 

was afraid if the woman knew him, she would divulge 

nothing to his most earnest entreaties, inasmuch as he had 

executed the laws severely against the practice of witchcraft. 

Accompanied by Doeg and another servant, on whoso 

discretion he could rely, he travelled by night to escape 

observation, crossing the level country till they arrived at the 

foot of little Hermon, whose flanks they traversed, over 

ledges and through narrow passes, and in a barren ravine, 

on the other side, {ound \Aie c^NO^tiL ^here dwelt the 
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enchantress. It was a large excavation in the limestone, 
extending deep into the interior of the lull, with many 
winding passages, so as to be almost a labyrinth. Brambles 
and thorns choked partially the entrance, and overhead 
a dense growth of ivy spread over the face of the rock, and 
depended to the porch with its pall of dark verdure, sombre 
and melancholy in the pale star-light ; and around it flitted 
goblin bats shrieking as if pursued by phantoms. Save that 
sole intermittent cry there was a perfect stillness in the air, 
which was dose and heavy, and reeking with thunder, but 
still distant. A dilapidated hut and a shed for cattle stood 
by, guarded by a few scraggy olive trees ; on the crumbling 
walls g^ew the pellitory, and nettles and hemlock sprung up 
in rank luxuriance round about the yard wherever the 
manure had gathered up in heaps. Euin marked the 
place; negligence prevailed everywhere; no thrifty hand 
to organise a single scrap of this evil chaos: the spot 
was banned by sinister rumours, and shunned by all but 
the desperate as a curse. Far off in the chiaro-oscuro 
of the night loomed the truncated cone of Tabor, hazy 
and indistinct, like a vast exhalation rising from Hades 
to overspread the heavens with darkness. At the mouth of 
the cave a tame raven stood sentinel, and at the sight of 
the strangers raised a shrill chatter that soon brought his 
mistress there. She had been awake, but engaged within 
in the composition of maddening philtres, which she sold to 
despairing politicians and lovers. She was tall, and gaunt, 
and erect; and, though hideously wrinkled, there was a wild 
fire in her eye, and a stateliness in her carriage, that showed 
she had been endowed with strong passions, and gifted with 
rare intelligence. She was dressed in a robe of white linen, 
and girded with a zone of scarlet stuff worked with curious 
devices: of spotless purity were her garments, "^^Vjl XJaa 
exception of a few stains from blood-dropa oil \i!^x ^<^^^^r^ 
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priest :r i r Y u -i* Tr^cifli. wi: w»5 ifera^kris discarded by 
ti«e -.Trier, s^-i •a* "asa^ hse i^ seeders ci tie bU^ mys- 
t«r:-». i=.i fLir«< '±a zvz^zs if b*r t*"- a" ?wei gsdns. With 
a ^ ":v'.-r^g' TT«se=«w sbf rakre»i bersi^, »3d then bowed 
Ur l-sT TisTjcrs. iE.-i isi-s^reii tL* p^spori c^ their emuid at 
tfcat rrriiLze bc^s*. "^ I ac: MvL" r^Ifei Sa::!, " that thou 
art st£I52l acd pocait is tty rrjrsg: that spirits obey thee, 
ac 1 ex^untis thy bebests. I hare beace coiae to s^ek thine aid, 
and d-sire that thxi wonlist rai^e fnym. the dead him whom 
1 shall name, in orler that I ma v consdit him in a case of emer- 

« 

gency/' The W'xnan looked ^e>ily npon his countenance, as 
if suspicious of his intentions, and remarked with a mixtore 
of hesitation and confidence, "It most be known to thee how 
Saol, the king, has persecared the wizards throughont the 
land of Israel, putting them to torture and death, at the 
instigation of the prophets. Comest thou to tempt me to 
my ruin? Art thou an informer?" And she approached her 
face close to his, and gazed still more latently, with a rigid 
g^rin, which g^raduaUy relaxed into a snule as he answered, 
" As the Lord liveth there shall no harm be done thee, nor 
shalt thou be punished, but rewarded. We pledge our lips 
to silence on the forfeit of our lives." "Then follow me!" 
said the sybil; and snatching with her long, lean fingers, 
ever which the blue veins twisted like a string of earth- 
worms, a little lamp of burnt clay from its stand in a crevice 
of the grotto, she led them to a hall, dimly lighted by a small 
charcoal fire on a bronze tripod. On the incandescent 
embers she placed a brass shallow pan, and squeezed into it 
the juice of divers maleficent herbs, freshly gather in the 
ig moon when the constellations were adverse to human 
w were the somniferous popp^, t\ie chilling foxglove. 
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the iBfuriating hemp, the laurel, nightshade, and ratsbane, 
that clutch the heart in a tiCtanic spasm, or sting the nerves 
with an agonising pain, and the weird mandrake that screams 
when torn and uprooted. From an iron cage she took a 
mole, the symbol of darkness apd heU, and with a cleaver 
chopped off its head on a block, and let the blood drip 
into the. ve^el^ to .which she added lumps of sulphur 
and natron, and pinches of salt and powdered charcoal^ 
and other chemical ; ingredients, and stirred the whole 
up with the thigh-bone of a still-born child. As the mess 
began to babble, the witch accompanied the ebullition 
with mysterious rites and incantations, in which she invoked 
black Night and Chaos, Sleep and Death, the horrent 
comets, baleful ^tars, and the sun and moon's eclipse, 
and lastly she addressed a brief supplication to Adonis, the 
lord paramount of life. The moisture had nearly all 
exhaled, and a fierce commotion began to rise when the dry 
ingredients, were exposed to the heated metal : there were 
cracklings and louder explosions, with flames and copious 
smoke. Suddenly a report like thunder rattled, and the 
whole hall became illuminated with a blue light, throwing 
into relief the damp walls padded with mosses and coloured 
lichens j and a low wail, as of a soul* in pain, .was heard in 
the bowels of the earth. Then said the witch,." Whom snail 
I bring up unto thpe?" And Saul answered, ''Samuel! 
Baise the prophet ! I would fain speak to him " A figure 
rose out of the ground and stood clearly defined in its 
lineaments before the woman : it was Samuel, and he had a 
Biantle on that was rent. The enchantress, frightened at 
the potent effects of her own charms, and cheated by the 
illusion into a momentary belief of its reality, shrieked when 
she beheld the apparition. Turning round to her client, she 
exclaimed, "Why hast thou deceived me? for thow ^s^. 
Saul r The klo^, who had not yet percewe^ >iJtkft ^asAorw > 
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tried to encourage her to proceed with kind words of 
assurance. **Be not afraid!" said he. " But what sawest 
thou ?" The woman, trembling' and agitated, replied in 
broken accents, " I saw ghosts ascending out of the earth, 

HJid there is one that " and she was about to add, 

"waits for thy interrogatory," when she was abruptly 
interrupted by Saul, who demanded, " What is he like ?" 
" Hs is an old man apparelled in a torn cloak," returned the 
sybil ; and the shadow then appeared in view of Saul. He 
stared with fear and horror ; his hair crept over his scalp 
like snakes; and a gelid sweat broke out from his whole 
frame, as if his blood were oozing out of him, so faint and 
weak he felt. He instantly remembered his last meeting 
with the evil-omened prophet, and instinctively divined that 
he was to be destined to perdition. The phantom spoke, 
and with a sepulchral voice addressed him, " Why hast thou 
disturbed my sleep to bring me hither ?" Saul, in depreca- 
tion of the prophet's anger, answered, ** I am in sore distress. 
The Philistines have declared war against me and have 
marshalled their troops in multitudes without number. 
Jehovah is departed from me and answereth me no more, 
neither by the voice of prophets, nor by means of . dreams. 
Therefore have I sought and called thee, that thou mayst 
make known to me what I shall do to save me and my 
people." To this intercession the shadow retorted, '* Why 
dost thou address thy supplication to me ? How can I assist 
thee when the Lord is against thee and is turned thine 
enemy? Have I not already spoken to thee about what 
will happen ? Behold the garment that was torn by thee ! 
So shall thy kingdom be rent, and given to him whom thou 
hast uijjustly persecuted, even thy servant David ; because 
thy soul failed thee to execute the judgment of extern>ination 
agrainst the Amalekites. Moreover, thine army shall be 
defeated, and Israel YanquiBhed \>y P\ukliat»i& ; and to-moirow 
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thou shalt be with me, thou and thy sons." Saul, who had 
been stooping reverentially, with his face low to the earth, 
now fell prostrate and senseless. 

As Saul lay exhausted and faint, the wretched woman 
was alarmed lest she might be arrested as the cause of his 
death, or, at any rate, accused of the crime of sorcery, for- 
bidden by the statutes, and severely punished. Besides, 
she felt unusually affected: pity, like a new-bom babe, had 
come to her barren breasts, that had never filled with 
milk of kindness. She hastened to the sufferer and 
tended him, and when he revived reminded him, saying, 
'* Thine handmaid, in what she hath done, has only obeyed 
thy command: to serve thee I have put my life in thine 
hand." The monarch was touched with the sympathy of 
the distressed being, whom he might have expected to 
manifest no human emotion, at least for her fellow-creatures^ 
and assured her that she was safe from any prosecution. 
Then she begged him to take some bread and wine, as 
she had learned that he had fasted during the whole 
of that night and the previous day. He refused the 
proffered nourishment; but at the intercession of Doeg, 
he complied, and feeling refreshed and strengthened, was 
assisted from the ground, and sat upon a bench. The 
woman, not content to let him go away in his present 
state of weakness, detained him till she killed a fatted calf, 
and dressed it, and went to her cottage in the neighbour- 
hood of the cavern, and took flour and kneaded it, and 
baked unleavened bread. The king and his servants feasted. 
Then he rewarded the witch generously, and they departed 
to rejoin the camp at a fountain close to the town of Jezreel. 

In this conjuration of raising the dead, the enchantress 
had been ably helped by her ancient paramour — an accom- 
plished assistant. By means of metallic or glass mirrors, 
or a magic lantern, or some other optical V£L\]A\OTk., <ii^\£^\xifi^ 
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with yentriloquism, the feat was easy. Professor Pepper, 
had he been behind the scene, in the cave of Endor, would 
have had no difficulty in performing the miracle. The 
Egyptians were skilful magicians and chemists^ and had 
taught their business to Moses, who instructed Aaron and 
the tribe of the Levites in the mysteries of the black art. 

It is time that this fable from the annals of a people just 
emerging from nomade barbarism, and living on the plunder 
of their neighbours, should be expunged from every book of 
religious and moral insti^uction. The knowledge of God is 
the growth of human intelligence ; and the appreciation of 
his marvellous works is reserved to the investigations of 
analytical science. Is the schoolmaster, and the priest of 
civilisation, to be an ignorant and superstitious savage? 
This story of the Witch of Endor, by the belief it has 
inspired in the power of sorcery, has immolated hecatombs 
of victims, crazy perhaps, but innocent, and on both 
accounts the more entitled to our commiseration, and amply 
revenged on the Christians the whole of the massacres they 
have ever perpetrated on the Hebrew race. Well may a 
cynic Jew sneer and grin when he reads the history of the 
seventeenth century in the most pious but fanatic countries 
of the world — ^England, Scotland, and America, and knows 
that the sword of persecution was forged and tempered in 
the fiery furnace of Zion. 
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CHAPTER X. 

David and his levies are rejected by the lords of Canaan. — The 
great battle betwejsn the Philistines and the Jews at the foot of 
Mount Gilboa, where Sard and Jonathan are killed, and their 
army totally defeated. 

I 

"WhiIjE David was in Zi^lag, numbers of his count ryun'Ti of 
the tribes of Judah, Benjamin and Gad, displeased with the 
rule of Saul^ revolted from him and joined the ranks ot the 
ontlaw, now become an insurgent chieftain. Tli.y udJcd 
oonsiderably to his forces when he marched forward to ov(^r- 
take the army of his suzerain, the king of Gath, then located 
with the rear-guard of the Philistines, at Aphek; theii* uialn 
body and their advanced posts, which were numerous, having 
pushed on towards Jezreel. Achish, with his levios, he 
found; and as their united contingents were marshalled, and 
were moving forward, he was strengthened with fui-ther 
recruits from the tribe of Manasseh, who occupied the terri- 
tory in their line of march. But the princes of Canaan 
demurred to the presence of David and his troops amongst 
them. '*What do these Hebrews here?" said they to the 
lord of Gath. Achish answered them, " This is David, the 
Bethlehemite, once a captain in the army of Saul, but become 
my ofBlcer during these several months, during which time 
he hath served me faithfully. I have had no occasion to 
regret the trust I have reposed in him." The leaders were, 
however, displeased with the explanation; they were not 
convinced of the renegade's honesty and sincere co-operation 
in their cause; so they replied angrily, **Make this fellow 
quit our ranks immediately, and xetum to >i\i'fe oS^^ifc Xis^ss^ 
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didst commit to his charge. We will not accept his aid. He 
hath turned against his master; he is just as likely to prove 
a traitor to us. Besides, is not he the famous hero of whom 
the damsels of Israel sang in their festive dances, "Saul has 
slain his thousands, but David his tens of thousands?" 

Hence David was obliged to retire from the field of battle, 
and return to Ziglag, though reluctantly^ for he had taken 
measures to win, whichever side should lose; were his com- 
patriots to prevail he would join them against his protectors, 
and play a double treason; and should the Philistines defeat 
the Jews, he would fight against his own countrymen, in 
the hope that the conquerors would reward his assistance by 
appointing him to be the ruler over subjugated Israel. 

Trust not the serpent that's asleep. 

But back with flying steps retreat ! 
Trust not the tears thy bride may weep, 

Nor yet her smiles, however sweet ! 

Though foul as leprosy her lust. 

Her tongue will gloss the guilty deed : 

The man that shall on woman trust, 
Will lean upon a broken reed. 

Trust not the tiger that is tame, 

That leaps and plays, and Ucks thy hand I 

Trust not the slave that's lost to shame ! 
He'll prove a rope of twisted sand. 

Trust not the jackal's wailing howl 

To watch and guard thy mother's grave I 

Trust not the city -dogs that prowl 
Thine house from midnight thieves to save ! 

Trust not the wolf that's tasted blood. 
Nor vulture that has snuffed from far 

The tainted smell of carrion-food! 
Trust not thy friend in love or war ! 

Trust not his word, for he will lie ; 

Trust not his bond, a flaw's within ; 
riis faith is but hypocrisy. 

Ills oath a mask to hide his sin. 

His promise is the summer blight ; 

His pledge the mildew of the fall ; 
His truth the frost of winter's night : 

Thy fellow-man trust, \eaat oi «AI I 
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Trust not thine eye ! to vision clear 

O'er desert wastes the mirage floats : 
Trust not thine ear, lest thou mayst hear 

A syren sing angelic notes ! 

Trust not thine heart, for passion errs ! 

Trust not thy soul ; it still is dust ; 
But when a pulse thy conscience stirs, 

It is God's voice — that only trust I 

When Saul returned from his visit to the witch of Endor, 
he felt he had been pursued and coerced by a fate malignant 
and unjust. How could he respect and adore the God whom 
his conscience condemned! What was existence worth 
when a finite atom could reproach and despise the infinite 
immensity! To be the slave of a prophet who abhorred 
pity, and the felon of a being, almighty though he be, that 
craved for blood, was worse than death and annihilation! 
Beckless of life, then, in a fatal moment he gave orders for 
his ttoops to descend the hill, and charge at once the bat- 
talions of the Philistines, who had now attained a position 
dose to JezreeL With determined valour his cohorts, 
dazzling in polished armour, and bristling with serried spears, 
trod the ground shaking beneath their measured steps. The 
Philistines drew up their squadrons to receive them. Ani- 
mated with as fierce a rancour, they flaunted their banners, 
and clanged their bucklers, and shouted notes of defiance. 
At that moment a squall, that had been lowering on the top 
of Tabor and Hermon, burst upon the plain, with a sudden 
flood, and lightning and thunder; and in the wild surges of 
the storm the wilder passions of the human heart found 
utterance in this martial ode sung by the uaited voices of 
the multitudinous hosts of Canaan. 

Hark that solemn warning voice, 

That peals in thunder from the skies. 
And proudly on Canaan cries, 
A gainst our hated foes to rise I 
The day of vengeance *a come : sing p»axift, «si^T«yA&^. 
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Like a mountain-flood that shakes, 

And dashes back the ocean's waves, 

Rise; and repel the wretched slaves -* 

Of crafty piiests, and cruel knaves ! 

Who boldly strikes a blow his galling fetters breaks. 

^>t * • ■ ' ■ ' ' ' ' ** 

Come with bow, and spear, and sword. 

Responsive to our country's call, ^ 

To fight against the tyrants' tjtinill, 

Or in the combat f)ravely fall, 

. Since life is worse than death, owned by a foreign lord. 

Gird your loins, and grasp your shields. 
For freedom danger has its charms. 
Proclaim with fife and drum ** To arms ! " 
A nd sound the trumpet's loud alarms. 
Let him dislionoured live t^e traitqr base who yields. 

When the battle's fought, and won, 

We'll dwell in peace beneath the shade 
Of vines and 'olives overspread ; 
A nd whfin, with honours crowned, we're dead. 
Each valiant sire shall live in his as worthy son. 

How the thunder leaps with mirth. 
As, rolling over land and sea, 
It carries Heaven's just decree. 
Since men are equal bom, and free. 
That God alone shall rule the natioAs of the earth. 

The psean ended, the lord of Gath, the most skilful of 
the leaders of the Canaanites, commanded the archers to 
advance, and shoot their arrows. Swift through the air, 
whirring like a flock of birds of prey, flew the innumerable 
shafts, bearing death on their whistling wings. A cry of 
delirious joy burst from, the rapks of the Philistines,* 
when they perceived lines of their detested enemies stagger 
wounded, and fall dead, leaving large gaps in their massed 
phalanxes: shield wedged with shield availed them nought; 
the pointed missiles seemed instinct with knowledge to 
pierce a vital spot. Another, and another, and still another 
cloud discharges an iron sleet of ruin upon the Jews. Then 
Achish ordered the chariots forth to rush upon the discom- 
fited. Away through meadows and corn-fields speed the 
^erjr coursers, bred on the banks of the Nile, or in the 
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wilderness of Midian, and drag the rattling wheels, each 
car contending in the rapid race. They have almost reached 
the broken columns^ when a small thick volley of stones and 
arrows, aimed with deadly precision, from two thousand 
slings and bows, stops their impetuous career. The noble 
son of the veteran, Saul, proud model of the Hebrew prince, 
best of the youth of Israel, who deeply pitied David's shame, 
had directed the operations of a little band of his own clan, 
attached to him by ties of feudal honour. These were well- 
trained in missile warfare, and repaid the Arabians in their 
own weapons. A thousand horses rear, and reel, and 
plunge, and overturn a thousand chariots; and disorder, and 
confusion among beasts, and drivers, and warriors, would 
have infallibly ensued, had not the sagacious lord of Gath 
perceived the necessity of at once silencing the splendid 
efforts made by Jonathan ifO turn the fate of the battle. 
Again he instructed the Ishmaelites and the Edomites to 
pour their barbed artillery, but in quick succession, voUey 
after volley, and now only upon the Benjamites. As partial 
showers of hail vanish and melt before a heavy rain, so the 
few missiles of the children of Bei^'amin were overpowered 
and borne down by the countless shafts of the tribes of the 
desert. 

The chariots form again, now supported by squadrons of 
horsemen, and dash into the foremost lines of the Hebrews, 
closed and filled with substitutes brought up by the vigilant 
Abner. Here Saul commands in person. In a mass com- 
pact and firm, with lances fixed, they stand, and pierce the 
prancing steeds, w^e a shower of darts are flung from the 
ranks behind. The stalwart king stalks like a Moloch 
through the fray. Urged by his example and encouraged 
by his voice, the Israelites receive the repeated charges with 
stubborn valour; then, collecting their rage, vent it in a 
desperate onslaught on the chariots, whicb. axe o\Q;£t>3£w^<i^ 
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broken, and dispersed. Jonathan beholds the indomitable 
king, and his heart bounds with exultant thoughts of filial 
pride. Leading the remnant of his little troop of Beigamites, 
he joins his father, and now, fighting side by side, they repulse 
the battalions of cavalry who had been sent forward to pro- 
tect the chariots. But the battle was again contested sternly 
when Achish came up with the levies from Gath and Askelon« 
Ashnod, Guza, and Eglon, with their ensigns flying of Dagon, 
Baal, Adonis, and Ashtaroth, rich with purple and gold, and 
fifes and drums and trumpets playing martial music. The 
hostile squadrons meet again, and encounter hand to hand, 
and the conflict rages fierce amid the screams of the wounded, 
the moans of the dying, and the curses of the combatants. 
A spear, thrown by the hand of a common soldier, struck 
Jonathan in the forehead, and shattered his skull, inflicting 
instant death. A mournful cry rose from the Benjamites. 
As Saul turned round to ascertain its cause, an arrow pierced 
his side exposed, and the barbed point stuck into the wound. 
A panic ensued, and the Israelites began to fly, pursued by 
the Philistines over the hiU of Gilboa. The proud monarch, 
disdaining to be a prisoner and a slave to insulting victors, 
commanded his armour-bearer to despatch him with his 
sword. But Doeg was attached to his master, who was 
liberal in his munificence, and would not — could not — comply 
with the request, though reiterated with redoubled impor- 
tunity. Writhing with his wound, and feeling the bitterness 
of his plight, deprived of his favourite son — the darling of 
the nation, dishonoured and disgraced by defeat in his old 
age, after a long reign of glorious victories, Saul loathed 
his life, and wished to die. But first he poured his execra- 
tions upon the prophets and their God, whom he believed to 
be the cause of his disasters; and thus he uttered the burden 
of his stem soul, and his still undaunted but indignant 
heart: " What art Thou, Gfod ot Taft«k.ven and earth? Art 
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Thou inoommanicable to man, and wilt Thou be for ever 
unknown? Hidden in the mystery of Thine omniscience, 
and veiled by the splendours of Thine infinite glory, dost 
Thou scorn his prayers? art Thou deaf to his entreaties? 
art Thou insensible to his cries of agony ? Better, then, 
had man been made a beast, and had no thought of Thee, 
and better still had he not been bom at all. But no. I 
feel that Thou art just as Thou art wise, and good as Thou 
art mighty. I therefore do thee homage, and entreat thy 
grace, and commit with confidence my spirit to Thy mercy. 
But what art Thou, God of Samuel? Art Thou the prin- 
ciple of good or of evil, of right or of wrong — a perplexed 
enigma? If Thou art just, why should the virtuous suffer, 
and the valiant perish? If Thou art merciful, why hast Thou 
denounced pity, and punished kindness ? Does Thou delight 
in groans and torture, as the prophets teach? Were wolves 
and tigers formed Thy favourite creatures, created ravenous 
by Thee to prey upon the meek and gentle lambs and kids ? 
Are traitors, robbers, and murderers the elected of Thy 
favour, and the hero and the patriot Thy detested foes? If 
suc^ Thou be, this earth must be a hell, and yet a paradise 
to the heaven where Thou dwellest, sitting upon Thy throne, 
and dispensing miseri^. If such Thou be, this life. Thou 
gavest me I accept no longer, but back resign to Thee, and 
dare Thy malice." (1.) Then fixing his sword, with the hilt 
upon the ground, he fell upon it so that its point entered a 

(1.) These are not the sentiments I should ever dare to express, 
in reference to the providential Creator of the universe, but are 
supposed to be the reproaches of a madman against the sanguinary 
god of his obnoxious prophet ! for the attributes of Jehovah, as 
taught by Samuel, are as ferocious as those of the cruel Moloch. 
The prindpal deity, amongst many others adopted by the Jews at 
that epoch, was of foreign origin, and no better than the idols of 
their neighbours. The poetical soul of David was afterwards 
inspired at times with juster and purer thoughts ; yet often he 
committed the general error of iu vesting the ch.vixd\>^ Vv^\L\x.\£kSi.\v 
passiong and f aUings. 
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vital spot. His body quivered with the shock, and the blood 
weltered from him, bubbling from the wound, and dripping 
from his clothes, and he expired without a sob or moan. 

The savage Doeg, in spite of his ferocious nature, pos- 
sessed the sentiment of attachment, and gratitude, and 
fidelity, and would not survive his lord : so he likewise fell 
upon his sword and died. Abinadab and Melchi-shua, two 
other sons of Saul, were slain while striving to avenge their 
fallen sire; and a complete route of the army of Israel 
followed, attended with immense slaughter. Scarce had the 
work of murder ceased when a flock of vultures, black as a 
storm-cloud, came screaming and shrieking like strangling 
babes, and alighted, a swarm of horrors, on that field of 
death. 

The victorious Philistines rested that night in their tents 
on the battle-field, content with their honours. But the 
next day they dedicated to plunder : so when parties were 
despatched to rifle the slain, they found the bodies of Saul 
and his three sons. His corpse they decapitated, and stuck 
his head on a pike, and after sending it round to aU the 
towns of Canaan to publish the glad tidings of their success 
among the diflferent tribes, fixed it on a pedestal before the 
shrine of Dagon in his fane at Ashdqi^; and his armour they 
presented to the grand temple of Ashtaroth, at Askelon, as 
an acknowledgment of the favour of the goddess. But the 
bodies of the ill-fated monarch and his sons were exposed on 
the walls of Bethshan, as a warning to the enemies of 
Philistia. So decisive was this victory, that the Jewish 
tribes of Issachar and Manasseh were obliged to evacuate 
their cities, taking refuge with their more fortunate 
brethren, and the Canaanites came and settled in them, and 
occupied the country to the banks of the Jordan, and some 
of the region beyond. 
But Jonathan had, besides DsLvid, another friend to whom 
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he was sincerely attached, and who reciprocated his esteem 
with equal devotion. It was Nathan, who, on the receipt of 
the disastrous news from the battle field, where all was lost 
but honour, wept bitterly, and composed this dirge on the 
flower of Hebrew chivalry: — 

Hail to the radiant fields of light, 

Where on their thrones, with joy elate, 
Thy sonl, akin to all that's great, 
The expectant saints to bliss invite ! 
If Sanl was proud of thee, 

Of thee, ms favourite son, 
Prouder still will Heaven be. 

For thou hast nobly won 
Thine, immortality. 

Death is the doom of all beneath ; 

But blest are they in dust that lie, 
The virtuous dead, for to the sky 
Translated, life divine they breathe. 
For glorious liberty, 

A patriot, still to strive. 
And to fall when Hebrews fly, 

"Was thy prerogative ; 
A hero then to die ! 

Yet shall for ever thy renown 

In Israel, and on earth survive. 
While monarchs when they cease to live 
Will be forgotten and xmknown. 
Not on the length of time 
Existence doth depend. 
But on acts and thoughts fiublime ; 

The great shall have no end. 
Though cut ofif in their prime. 

life is the pathway to the tomb. 

But death the guide to Paradise, 
When home-ascending, martyrs rise, 
In amaranthine youth to bloom ; 

While on the earth their grave 

Becomes a holy shrine. 
And their name among the brave 

A watchword, and a sign, 
Against the tyrant-slave. 

See the bright rain-bowed messenger. 
That treads the silver-starred abyss. 
And, pointing to the realms of bl^^ 

Thee sajDmona to the empyreal Bphere*, 
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Amj «n Bm ii^ir crowed. 



Bat when the inhafaituitB of Jaberii-gilead, attached to 
Saul for his ddiTezaaoe of tiieir town twenty jears before 
when besieged by the AmmaniteB, learned the miafortimes 
of their benefactor, and the indignitieB to whioh his coipee 
was salgected, they ooDected a diosen band, well armed, 
and crossed the rirer, and, airiving dnzing the night at 
the walls ci Bethshan, scaled them in the dark with laddera, 
and took down the dead bodies, and conveyed them to their 
own city, where they were bnmed in a pyre, and sach of the 
bones as were not consumed l^ the flames were buried nnder 
a terebinth tree, with funereal honourB; and the grateful 
citizens fasted during seren days, and mourned for their 
lost friend and protector. 
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CHAPTER XL 

During DaTid's absence the Amalekites plunder and bnm Ziglag. — 
He overtakes them with his troops in the wilderness, and inflicts 
mnnmary ponishment upon them.— An Amalekite brings him 
news of the defeat of the army of Israel, and the death of Saul 
and Jonathan, and is mercilessly murdered for the iutelligence.— 
Darid, having made numerous friends in Judah, leaves Ziglag 
and repairs to Hebron, whore he takes up his abode. 

JjjJBUXQ the absence of David and his troops to join the 
army of the Philistines, Ziglag, left unprotected, was 
atiaoked by some tribes of the Amalekites, desirous of 
avenging the recent raids upon their territory, and upon 
their allies, the Geshurites and G^zrites. They plundered 
the town of its most valuable articles of apparel, armour, 
and jeweUery, and such chattels as could be easily trans- 
ported, and then set fire to it, taking all the young men 
and women with them, and driving before them an immense 
booty of catUe and sheep, camels and asses; but they exhi- 
bited the somewhat unusual phenomenon, in that barbarous 
age, of putting none of the inhabitants to death. When 
the little Jewish band, to whom had been delegated the 
charge of this frontier city, returned to resume th^ pro- 
tecting duties, they were greeted with wailings and lament- 
ations, mixed with reproaches from the aged people and 
children left behind, who ui\justly accused David as the 
cause of the seizure of their relatives led away into cap- 
tivity: they even threatened to stone him for his negligence, 
as they designated his compulsory absence. But he a.T!Ld.«SL 
his soldiers were equally feUow-BufEexex^ iFn^iK ^<^ <2^\a- 
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plainants: every man had been deprived of his wife or 
mother, sister or daughter, and the most prescnous of his 
household effects; and David had been robbed of Abigail 
and Ahinoam; and to him, in whom uxorious love was a 
fierce exigent passion, the loss was poignant, and just then 
irreparable, as no marriageable damsels had been left to 
supply their place— otherwise he might have been more 
easily reconciled and comforted. In this dUemnui the cun- 
ning chieftain thought of the conjuring stones in the ephod, 
and sent for Abiathar to bring that garment. They again 
had recourse to their magical incantations, to the gaping 
astonishment and terror of the simple citizens, and, after 
many mummeries, announced that Jehovah had been pro- 
pitious, and had promised them success if they would pursue 
the spoilers. Of course this was the intention of David pre- 
viously ; but that juggling process was adopted in otrder to 
overawe and propitiate the multitude, and render them 
obedient and submissive. 

Through the influence of his superior mind, the uneducated 
soil of Jesse, naturally shrewd, however, and taught by 
dangers to be wily, had acquired so great an ascendancy 
over the priest, that the lessons of the Torah, a sacred book, 
sealed to the laity, and reserved exclusively for the perusal 
and instruction of the clergy, were communicated to him, 
and he was also initiated into the occult mysteries of the 
Urim and Thummim, the Ephod, the SheMnah between tiie 
cherubim on the lid of the ark, and the magnet thai was 
inside, and other magic implements, jealously guarded from 
prying eyes (1.) 

(1.) I have read somewhere that the priests of Ammon carried ia 

their processions the magnet containea in a compass box, ia the 

ark of the covenant of their god, which it was death for the muuine- 

ti£ed to look into. This ark was often constructed so as to reaembte 

A ship ; and on it were represented two figm'es, one on each sidQ, 

with oatspread pinions, corresponding q;sm^^^ \a ^<^ chembim of 
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With six hnnclred men accompanied, David pushed rapidly 
forward into the wilderness, and marched with such expedi- 
tion that when they reached the fountain of Bezor one-third 
of his number were so exhausted they could proceed no 
further. These he left at the brook, and entrusted to their 
care every spare article of baggage, so that the remainder 
might be lightly encumbered, and move more swiftly. On 
their route they found a slave, lying by the side of a bush to 
be sheltereld from' the ardent sun, emaciated and helpless. 
To him David ordered bread to be given, and water, with 
dried raisins and figs; and when the poor creature had eaten 
he revived, and in answer to their questions told them he 
was an Egyptian, and servant to one of the Amalekites, and 
having fallen sick had been abandoned and left there by his 
master without food, so that he had not broken his fast for 
three days. "We made an incursion on the south of the 
Cherethites," added he, "along the domains of Caleb, on the 



^e Jewish ark; and between the wings a crescent moon supporting 
a sun, in the centre of which is a symbol of perhaps the creative 
principle. Xo doiibt the sun and moon were illumined on certain 
occasions, when the counterpart and prototype of the Shekinah 
would be displayed. Hercules sailed across the ocean in a vase, 
directed by the arrow of Apollo, or magnetic needle. The story 
•f Abaris, the Scythian, who received from Phoebus a flying dart, 
with which he gave oracles, and transported himself wherever he 
pleased, is also confirmatory of the knowledge by the ancients of 
the loadstone. In the temple of Diana there was an iron Cupid 
which was suspended in the air by magnetic attraction centuries 
before the coffin of Mahomet was said to have performed the same 
feat. A magnetic Yenus held the statue of Mars in her embrace 
in another fane. The myth of Hermes, and the legends of his 
eaduceus, or mi^e wand, are all explicable by the Imown effects 
of magnetism and electriciiry. On an ancient gem there is an 
accurate engraving of one of the most beautiful electro-magnetic 
phenomena of modem times, namely, the whirling of snakes ot iron 
wire rapidly round the masnet in a circle of revolving sparks. The 
Chinese stiU worship the loadstone. More than a thousand years 
b^ore the Christian era they had employed magnetic cars, on which 
was the figure of a man wi^ a movable outstretched arm always 
pointed towards the south, to guide them through t\i« ^^t^sX* ^^^\siK&& 
^Tartary. 



118 THE SUEPBXKD JONG. 

frontierB of Jndah, and sacked Ziglag, which we afterwardEF 
committed to the flames." David inquired of him, ''Canst 
thou lead us to where this gang of robbers are gone?" And 
the wretch replied, "Swear by thy God that thoa wilt not 
Mil me, nor deliver me into the hand of my master, and I 
wiU bring thee to the place." When they readied the spot, 
they saw the Amalekites feasting and dancing aronnd their 
tents, in great joy on accoimt of the rich spoils they had 
taken. An assault was made upon them at once, while so 
engaged, and before they could recover from their surpzi«e 
and seize their arms, they were slaughtered without quarter, 
and the work of murder was continued upon the women, 
children, and the babes, from the morning to the eveninif 
twilight, so that none escaped, except the keepers ol the 
camels, who, on the appearance of danger had mounted their 
beasts and hurried away to the desert. David was a mover 
apt scholar of the blood-thirsty prophets than Saul, when he 
could thus recompense the lenity of these hordes with a 
massacre so complete and indiscriminate, so devoid of mesraj, 
and so indicative of thorough cruelty, more wolfish than 
human. Yet the Jews pretended to despise these n<miad0 
tribes, their neighbours, for their savage customs and idola- 
trous instincts. It is rather a significant fact, illustrating^ 
either the tender care and watchfulness of the Amalekites 
over their booty, er the falsehood of the Jewish annalist^ 
most likely the latter, whose notions of right and wrong 
seem to have been very obscure and loose, that of all tik9 
articles pillaged from Ziglag not the smallest item wis 
missing. David recovered every thing, not excepting hto 
two wives, whom no doubt he appreciated more than tte 
whole of the chattels besides. To every person was restond 
his own goods, but the property ci the rifled plunderexs ht 
reserved for distribution among his soldiers, modestly n^ 
taining for his own poitioiL) sia losider of the ezpeditioo^ 
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xi0&iiiglei8thim all their flocks and h^rds. Theynowretraced 
thflur stepe, asd resumed to the wells of Beoor, where the 
pai^ whifch had berai left behind were waiting for them. But 
whfin DaTid, in a q>irit of generosity, as weU as justice, was 
goiag to allot a portion of the spoils to these men, the others 
who had taken an active part in the slaughter and pillage, 
demnzred : they wanted the whole for themselves, lacking 
ereii the honour that obtains among thieves. To the credit 
of David, however, be it acknowledged, he would not listen to 
their selfish arguments nor yield to their avaricious 
ckunours, but, disregarding their discontent, commanded 
that all should share aUke; they who had fought and 
plwidered and those who remained behind to guard the 
baggage: and, when he became the king of Judah, he 
iniarodoced this regulation into the national statutes, and 
appointed it to be the law for ever. When his own interests 
ware not concemed he was fair and honourable; but, like 
tlie most of great generals and politicians, knew how to 
disregaord equity when opposed to personal aggrandisement. 
When arrived at Ziglag, the artful commander was conscious 
that his oountrymen throughout Israel must entertain a 
htttred and contempt for him for the part he had taken 
doling the late disasters which had overwhelmed them ; and 
he was shrewd enough to divine that the most efficacious 
meana to disarm resentment and suspicion and secure 
forgivenesi^ was a generous liberality. Hence, of the cattle 
and sheep and goats and asses, which were his especial 
share of the spoils, he sent large donations to all the towns 
and villages and hamlets in Judah, or elsewhere, where he 
had been received with kindness and hospitality, when 
obliged to fly from the anger of SauL Thus he regained 
the irimdship and confidence of the Jewish people, who 
would have been justified in treating him as an alien and a 
focb and something worse — ^a traitor. 
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Scsreelj bad tiie expedition de^wtdied to punish the 
AmalfHteB zetnmed to ZIgiag, -when a man, who appeared 
to be ezhamted by a long jcfomej, entered the town. Hie 
clothes were soiled and team, and dost was scattered over 
his head in sign of deep grief, and in his hands he bore a 
golden crown and a Inraodet. At his reqaest the towns- 
people oondocted him to their gorenKM', to whom, he said, 
he had an inqxMtant message to oommimicate. He was 
aoooidingly led to the presence of David, before whom he 
bowed himself with I01H7 reverence to the earth, in the 
manner of an oriental menial doing obeisance to a high 
potentate. David inqnired of the stranger, "Whence 
comest thoQ?^ " Fronythe camp of Israel, whence I have 
escaped and fled hither." At this intelligence David's 
heart beat qm<±; for he was anxious to know the result of 
the conflict which was imp^iding when he left the field. 
"What news hast thon to tell? How went the battle?" 
inqnired he eagerly. " The army of Israel was defeated," 
answered the stranger, ''thousands have been slain, Saul 
and Jonathan are dead." ^ Ha !" exclaimed the son-in-law 
and brother, *'Saul and Jonathan dead! Art thou sure of 
the fact?" ** As I happened to be in the field of battle," 
rejoined the man, ''at the foot of Mount Gilboa» when the 
rout commenced, I saw the king leaning on his spear, for he 
was faint and weak, and the chariots and horsemen of the 
Philistines were coming up at a quick pace. Saul hailed 
me, and said, " I am wounded, and in deep anguish that I 
cannot die. Slay me, I beseech thee, that I may not foil 
into the hands of my enemies.' At his urgent entreaties 
and commands I killed him, and took this crown from off 
his head, and this bracelet from his arm, and have brought 
them to thee, my lord." At this news the Hebrew chieftain 
wept bitterly, and tore his robes, and all the officers round him 
aJso rent their garmenta, and raised a loud lament ; and 
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during the whole of that day till the evening the inhabitants 
of Ziglag, whether Jews or Canaanites, fasted and mourned 
for Sanl and Jonathan. 

When David retired with his friend Abiathar to his 
chamber that nighty the thought of the noble fate of the 
fierce yet liberal king of Israel, and of his gentle and mag- 
nanimous son, contrasted with his own selfish meanness and 
infidelity to his nation, stung his heart with humiliation and 
remorse. '' Hide me from my shame; O God ! " exclaimed 
the penitent. " But whither shall I fly to escape from my 
sin? Darkness cannot cover me from Thy sight; darkness is 
to Thee as light; Thine eye is everywhere. I dare not look 
up to Thee, lest Thou blast me with Thine avenging thunder- 
bolt. O misery immeasurable ! The night hath brought no 
silence in its train, since I hear the furious shouts of Israel, 
denouncing me, the traitor! my bed hath brought no rest to 
my body, nor peace to my soul, for Thy still small voice is 
speaking the fires of hell to my conscience, and telling me, I 
am a murderer! O woe is me! I was conceived in sin, 
shapen in iniquity, bom in trouble. Man is altogether 
wicked, and cannot touch the earth but he casts his evil 
shadow on it." " The aspirations of Saul were wildly extra- 
vagant: he must be all in all; yet mortal lot is meet for 
mortal man. Yain glory flowers but seeds not," remarked 
the priest, in a spirit of pleased and gratified resentment. 
** But the brave, and the true, and the good shall never die," 
replied David, now glowing with gratitude and esteem for 
Jonathan, to whom he was tenderly attached: passion and 
sentiment in the sweet musician were wedded to poetry. 
So snatching his harp, he gave vent to his feelings in the 
following threnody: — 

How are the mighly from their high estate 
Fallen, and bite the dust in lowly shame ! 

How are the young and beautiful, elate 
With hopes of honour, peri&licdm\)[i€vx ivoi^X 
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O tell it not in Qftth, or Askelon ! 

Lest, when they hear the tale, our foes rejoice ; 
And maids and matrons, ronnd the altar-stone, 

Sing hymns of triumph, with exultant voice. 

On the steep height of dark Gilboa's hill 
Let no rain fall, nor dew refresh the fields, 

Bnt frost and drought the spring with mildew kHI, 
And blast the fruits the summer-sunshine yields. 

For there his shield the mighty cast away, 
And youth and strength his bow and falchion broke; 

And Israel's army, struck with wild dismay, 
Fen, as they fled from fate's avenging stroke. 

Nor could the anointing oil the monarch save 
From the fierce anger oi the hostile strife; 

Nor from the lance of some ignoble slave 
Could bloom or grace protect the prince's life. 

No bow, nor sword, nor buckler, has been brought 
Back £rom the fray by Saul, or Jonathan, 

Where, vainly struggling, still they bravely fought. 
While floods of purple gore around them ran. 

Swift as the eagle, as the lion strong, 
They hasted where the conflict raged the most, 

Where warriors quailed there raised their battle-song. 
And back repelled the swift pursuing host. 

Son dutiful and meek ! sire stem and rude ! 

True to your country to your latest breath, 
Ye fell, where fighting, side by side ye stood; 

Li life united, nor dLjoined by death ! 

Weep, Israel's daughters, over generous Saul, 
Who gave you jewels bright with precious gems; 

And in rich robes of scarlet clothed you all, 
And crowned your heads with golden diadems. 

O Jonathan, my brother ! thou to me 
Wert kind, and faithful, with a love sincere, 

Surpassing woman's love Iq constancy. 
For ever shall thy name to me be dear. 

Vainglory flowers, but seeds not; but the brave 
Shall find renown from harp-strings sounding lays; 

And, though the lovely meet an early grave, 
Yet shall the lute record their lasting praise. 

He sung this ode to a favourite tune of bis youth; and 
memory, like a snake that is enchanted by the spell of 
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musio, lay tame and subdued, unrolling all the coils of 
vanished scenes and long departed joys. 

It is said if sorrow and trouUe endure for the night, joy 
oometh in the morning. Alas! how often is the pillow wet 
with tears of repentance, and amendment promised, ajid the 
best resolutions formed tor the future, during the hours of 
nocturnal repose, to vanish at the dawning light, and be 
succeeded by the habitual course of deception and daily sin. 
So next morning David commanded the stranger to be 
brought forth, who, poor wretch! could not sleep with the 
anticipations ol the rewards ajid honours to be heaped upon 
him by the gratified ajid generous chieftain; but really to 
experience that chieftain's duplicity, and base ingratitude. 
"Of what people art thou?" demanded David. "I am an 
Amalekite/' returned the man. "Wast thou not afraid 
to lift thy hand against the Lord's an<»nted?" sternly 
exclaimed the artful politician, with a sanctimonious 
hypocrisy worthy of the traitor who had no compimctions 
himself to rebel against the Lord's anointed. Then, calling 
one of the young men around him to advance, he ordered 
him to slay the felon, who had imbrued his hands in the 
blood of a god-appointed, or, the same thing, a prophet- 
ordained king. How much calamity to the nations of the 
earth has this ridiculous faith occasioned in the divine right 
of monarchs to do wrong, and be irresponsible for their 
actions! 

The Amalekite had told a falsehood, and for that useless 
fraud paid the penalty of his life. What a terrible lesson 
against lying! Prowling about the Hebrew tents at night? 
after tjhe Philistine host had retired to :rest, he had pene- 
trated to the pavilion of Saul, and found the crown and 
bracelet there, and brought them away, concocting this 
stotry on his road, in order, as he thought, to gain the favour 
of David. Under no aspect of the caae o\xi^q^\i<^ \/^ \^s^^ 
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excited David's animosity. According to his own tale, he 
had but obeyed the commands of his sovereign to put him 
out of his miseries, and prevent him from being exposed to 
the insults of the Canaanites, and the tortures they would 
inflict upon him: and implicit and unreflecting obedience 
is considered a merit in an Asiatic, as well as European 
soldier, whether to murder in detail, or massacre in whole- 
sale; and he deserved a handsome recompense that he did 
not convert to his own profit such valuable articles as the 
royal regalia. But David committed the heinous offence of 
putting him to death in a cruel calculating spirit. Because 
he himself had been anointed by Samuel, he wished to be 
held in sacred awe, as if a sort of divinity had been commu- 
nicated to him with the prophet's grease, so that no attempt 
should be made upon his own life. The crime he also per- 
petrated ip. order that he might appear in the eyes of the 
Hebrew people as the friend and loyal subject of Saul, and 
the avenger of his assassination, a specious casuistry of 
ethics, a sort of moral palmistry, only understood and taught 
in the colleges of priests and palaces of kings. 

By means of his emissaries scattered throughout the 
cities of Israel, and through the influence of the clergy, who 
looked upon him as their champion, but principally by the 
opportune distribution of an^le presents, a large party was 
formed, especially in Judah, favourable to the return of 
David among them. Even honours were awaiting him, who 
knew so well how to conciliate with gifts; and his past delin- 
quencies were forgotten in his splendid promises. Soon he 
stood again before the commodious and accommodating 
ephod, while Abiathar wriggled the puppets and winked at 
the stones; and the result of their jugglery was just as suc- 
cessful as before. ''The Lord was propitious to the cause of 
David," so announced the priest, "and ordered him to return 
to Ms country, and take up his quarters at Hebron." No 
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doubt he had already determined to do so, at the instigation, 
perhaps solicitation, of many partisans there: it was the 
very locality where he had before found refuge for so many 
months, during which long sojourn he had eigoyed numerous 
opportunities oi? making friends. Thither he repaired with 
his two wives, and accompanied by the whole of the outlaws 
who constituted his little army at Ziglag. It is to be hoped 
that Achish found nothing missing in that frontier town of 
his dominions; and had no reason to infer that the princes 
of Canaan, his colleagues, had formed a correct estimate of 
the character of the Hebrew adventurer. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

David ia elected to be king of Judah. — lahboseth Emcceeds his 
father Saul in the government of the rest of Israel.— Dissensions 
occur between the two Hebrew states.— Ishboseth offends Abner, 
who revolts, and joins David.— Michal is forced to leave Phaltii 
and return to David. 

It was not long before the tribe of Judah elevated the son 
of the peasant Jesse, the shepherd of Bethlehem, the outlaw 
of Engedi, and the traitor of Ziglag, to be their king. In 
those days there was not an elective populace, as in Attica, 
in the prime of its fame; nor did there exist a universal 
suffrage as in intelligent France of the present age; but had 
there been, it is likely that their choice of a ruler would 
have fallen upon David, as he possessed many splendid 
qualities eminently fitting him for that high dignity. He 
was the most skUful commander, the shrewdest politician, 
the most erudite scholar, the most eloquent orator, the most 
captivating singer, and the only genius of his own epoch. 
His powers of organization in the various departments of the 
QXToaj, government, and religion were only equalled by his 
musical and poetical abilities: in every faculty self-taught, 
his instinct appeared to be marvellous. Some thought it a 
divine inspiration; and perhaps it may at times have 
deceived himself with the notion that he was more than 
human. His talents were as profound as they were various, 
and supplemented by a handsome person and a sweet voice. 
Naturally of an amiable temper, and of a serene contem- 
plative disposition, the soUtude of his native hUls, had he 
remained there, would most likely have fashioned hiTn into 
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asi heroic poet, the prototype of the Qredan Homer, chant- 
ing the exploits of Moses in the deHyerance of the children 
<^ Israri. But his introdnction into politics restricted the 
sphere of his literary labours; he had not leisure to attempt 
to court the epic muse, so was obliged to devote his talents 
to lyric odes, whidi were generally pseans, snppUcatory 
prayers, dirges, or elegies. In these he celebrated his own 
aciiieyementB, sung his own sorrows, or bewailed his own 
ouis — the poet and the hero at once, an unique combination 
of talents, witnessed nerer again. His career of military 
and cxwH service, as it was distinguished by success, was 
sore to create envy, and to be attended by danger. Peril 
begets alarm and excites suspicion, and self-preservation is 
suggestive of cruelty; so that the gradation is unfortu- 
nately but too easy from the ingenuous hero to the cunning 
diplomatist, the selfish tyrant, and the sang^uinary despot. 
But if the incentives to evil passions in him were strong, 
hn sense of justice, honour, and piety was ever active to 
aoknowledge his error, rebuke his iniquities, and overwhelm 
his crimes with shame and remorse. According to his own 
oonfession, incontinence was his failing, and murder his 
oontinual offence; but he was always ready, after tiie gratifi- 
cation of his lust and his revenge, to atone the foul deed 
with sackcloth and ashes; and never vaunted of his disgrace, 
or bragged of his butcheries, as many kings of ancient and 
modem times have done, to their eternal execration. 

Aware that the defeat of the Jews by the Philistines in the 
last battle was owing not only to the superiority of the latter 
in numbers, but also to the skill of their archers, David, 
among the first acts of his government, ordered that all the 
male inhabitants of Judah, arrived at the age of puberty, 
should be instructed in the use of the bow and practise that 
martial exercise regularly. 

Hebron was the capital of Judah. ea\!^ ^ -^^^sjcsi^ q1 ts£qj^ 
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importance. So ancient was it that it was said to have been 
built before Zoan, in Lower Egypt, a city of extreme 
antiquity. Here Abraham pitched his tent, and while he sat 
at the door viewing the plain of Mamre, was honoured by a 
visit, so it is related by Jewish rabbis, from an angel, or the 
Lord himself, who condescended to partake of his hospitality. 
Here Isaac and Jacob lived with their households; and here 
the father of the patriarchs, with his wife, his son and g^rand- 
son with their wives, and great-grand-son, Joseph, the 
deputy-ruler of Mizraim, with his wife, were buried in the 
grottoes of the cave of Ma9hpelah. The locality was hallowed 
to the Israelites as the birth-place and cradle of their nation. 
They delighted to show the venerable oak under whose 
shade the ''Friend of God" used to repose; and the stil^ 
more hoary terebinth reputed to be coeval with the founda- 
tions of the earth. At the time of the invasion of Canaan 
by the nomade Hebrews, after their ezplusion from Goshen, 
it was occupied by the Anakins, described as of immense size 
and stature; and, when wrested from this race of giants, was 
granted, with the surrounding district, to Caleb and his 
family as a reward for the successes achieved by his political 
and military abilities. The country around, though wild, is 
very picturesque, the immediate neighbourhood beautiful 
and fertile. The hUls, steep and rocky in many parts, are 
nevertheless covered with a short sweet grass, verynutri- 
tious for flocks, whence the proverb arose, illustrative of the 
pastoral capabilities of the region. " Bams from Moab, lambs 
from Hebron." Its plains were dotted with groves, its 
dingles with orchards, and the green valley which led up to 
its gates, from the profusion of its shrubs and plants, 
was distinguished by the epithet of the "Vale of Flowers," 
and rivalled the approach to Damascus through its orna- 
mental gardens. Here the golden apricot blushed with the 
ardent kisses of the sun*, here the grape of Eshcol matured 
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its generoos juice and filtered its ethereal perfume from the 
light, and the heat and dew ; and here the fig secreted honey, 
nor asked the aid of the industrious bee. In those days, to 
the dreamy fancy of David, when in a benign mood of poesy, 
it might have seemed a remnant left behind of blissful Eden. 
When David was elected to be ruler over Judah, Abner, 
the general of the Israelitish army declared Ishboseth, one 
of the three surviving sons of Saul, to be king over the 
remaining tribes of the Hebrew nation; and he was conse- 
crated as such in the town of Mahanaim, in the province of 
Gkbd, across the Jordan. After the battle at the foot of 
Mount Gilboa, the Philistines had overrun the country to the 
borders of Bei^jamin, and Gibeah, the royal residence, was 
not considered secure from their inroads. For a long period 
the two separate states were occupied in organizing their 
different departments of government, and consolidating their 
respective strength. But at length Abner, with a small 
force devoted to the house of Saul, passed over the river to 
GKbeon, in the territory of Benjamin. David, suspecting a 
design on his part to seize on some outlying city of Judah, 
despatched Joab, his most active and trusty lieutenant, with 
some picked troops, to watch the movements of the Israelites. 
The two rival bands met at the pool of Gibeon, where they 
pitched their tents peaceably on opposite banks of the brook. 
After an interchange of greetings and civilities, Abner pro- 
posed to Joab that some of the young men on each side 
should contend in athletic feats to divert the rest, who were 
to remain passive spectators of the game. The proposal was 
accepted. Twelve young warriors of the Bei^jamites stepped 
forward to meet an equal number of the tribe of JudaJi, and 
began the contest by catching hold of each other, and wrest- 
ling, and hauling. At length the rough usage of blows and 
knocks, given and received in play, excited anger, and amid 
mutual inoriminationB swords were unaheatliedto «^ttV(^^\!A^ 
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hands had left tindecided. Snatching their weapons simul- 
taneouslyj each caught his foe by the hair of the head, and 
thrust his blade into his opponent's ribs, tiU the whole 
perished. From a partial combat, the conflict became general 
between the whole of the troops gathered there; and after 
a severe engagement the part^ of Abner was beaten, and 
obliged to fly. Their commander, who was trying to escape 
with the rest, was pursued by Asahel, the youngest brother 
of Joab, not yet inured to arms, but so lithe of foot he could 
outrun the wild roe. The imprudent youth, urged by his 
zeal, and the desire of fame, and heedless of the danger, 
rushed headlong forward through the fleld. Abner, hearing 
a noise behind him, looked back and saw the lad, and pitied 
him. "Art thou Asahel?" inquired the sturdy veteran.* 
"I am," returned the juvenile hero. "Then turn thee 
aside," said Abner, '^and lay hold of some recruit, beardless 
and unused to war, a more suitable match for thee, and strip 
him of his armour!" Asahel listened not to the kindly 
advice, but pushed on, led by infatuation, to his ruin. Again, 
Abner cried out to him, "Get thee away and pursue me 
not! Wherefore should I smite thee ? My heart and hands 
would avoid thee. How should I excuse the deed to thy 
brother Joab, when he would reproach me for the unequal 
strife and taunt me that I had kUled a boy!" Still in spite 
of Abner's caution and entreaties, Asahel followed him. 
Hence Abner, though loath to the act, even in self-defence, 
turned round, and poising his spear, flung it with such 
unerring aim that it penetrated through his side and felled 
the youth to the ground, who died almost instantaneously. 
The Israelites now collected round their leader, and forming 
a compact body, marched in close array to the top of 
a hiU where they waited for the approach of Joab and 
Abishai, with their forces. When these arrived at Ammah, 
on the skirts of the wilderness of Gibeon, there was only 
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« narrow ravine betwe^i the hostile bands, and the sun was 
setting so that there woTild have been no time for a renewal 
«f the encounter during that evening. To spare the effusion of 
blood, contrite for what had already been spilled that day, 
Abner called to Joab and said — " Shall the sword devour for 
ever ? Knowest thou not that it will be bitterness in the end ? 
How long will it be before thou bid thy people cease from 
pursuing after their brethren !" This appeal for peace was 
met by Joab in an equally friendly spirit. " Unless thou 
hadst thus spoken," he replied, ** the morrow would have 
seen a renewal of this strife." Then blowing his trumpet, 
he ordered his fOTces to desist from further fighting, and to 
remain where they were till the dawn. Taking advantage 
of the darkness of the night, Abner moved his troops, and, 
marching through the plain, came to the Jordan, which he 
Grossed, and passing rapidly through Bithron, reached 
Mahanalm, then the seat of Ishboseth's government. When 
the sun rose and the soldiers of Judah were mustered, 
Asahel and nineteen men were missing. The body of the 
youthful brother of their commander they found on the 
field, whence they carried it to Bethlehem to be buried in 
the sepulchre of his fathers, Joab mourning bitterly, and 
zesolving upon revenge. The obsequies performed with due 
rites, they hurried on without stopping elsewhere, and 
arrived at Hebron by the break of the next day. 

For seven years from the election of the Bethlehemite 
sh^herd to the sovereignty of Judah there was a succession 
of struggles between the adherents of Ishboseth and the 
partizans of David, which gradually ended in favour of the 
latter party, more united in council and action, though by 
much the smaller in number. But their principal military 
leader was Joab, an indefatigable and unscrupulous soldier, 
without fear and without humanity : he had none of the high 
chivalric principles of honour which d\R\Ai\^y\s^<a^ l^T^st.. 
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Again, their ruler, David, besides positessiiig erizaordiiiary 
abilities as a general in both open and gaerilla waiiare was 
a consummate politician, and exceUed in the talent of 
arrangement and organization in reference to all social 
matters; while his rival on the throne of Israel was deficient 
as a commander in the field and adviser in the cabinet, and 
wanted tact and temper; unfit to gain esteem or inspire 
respect. The territories under his sway were much more 
extensive, wealthy and populous than the single tribe of 
Judah, and, if they had been properly governed, might have 
soon subjugated that seceded province, and brought the 
whole of the Hebrew districts again under the dominion of 
a sole potentate, as in ths reign of Saul. 

It is rather a curious fact that no attempt seems to have 
been made by the Philistines to overwhelm the Jewish 
people while thus divided in interests and distracted by 
internal dissensions. There is a history left unwitten here ; 
a blank is presented to the student just where authentic 
annals would be most instructive and interesting. In the 
absence of any intelligence, it may be permitted to surmise 
that the Arabian allies had quarrelled with their entertainers, 
and given them some trouble : perhaps the curse of small 
communities, envy of each other, may have incited one 
Oanaanite city against another, one province against its 
neighbour, so that the nation may have been as much dis- 
united and disorganized as the Jews. 

In the harem of Saul there was a Jewess, of the name of 
Bizpah, who had been his favourite mistress, and who had 
borne him two sons. To him she had been tenderly attached, 
and often in his bursts of maniac humour had been his 
benignest peace of mind. Her woman's love was only 
equalled by her mother's fidelity. Beautiful, yet matronly, 
humble and meek, although high in favour, and exalted in 
rank, she bfiended none, and gained the esteem and admira- 
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tion of all. Her soft dove's eyes melted with pity for the 
poor and the distressed, and her kindly influenoe had often 
been exerted to rectify the outrages and wrongs committed 
by her impetuous lord: on her sweet mouth the clustered 
smiles told of the promptings of her good and gentle heart. 
At the death of Saul she was so shaken and prostrated, so 
touched with earnest grief, and apparently so helpless that 
the charitable Abner took the stricken widow to his own 
home, where a brief happiness awaited her, and became her 
protector and the guardian of her children, in the fashion of 
the east, where friendship between the sexes is linked to 
matrimony or concubinage, and nevertheless is not a lust, 
but oft the purest benevolence. So a fair woodland hyacinth, 
when crushed by a snake incumbent darting on his prey, 
droops down its beauteous head, and quick decays, losing its 
petal's freshness and its scent; but when refreshing showers 
descend, and bathe its breast, it springs again, and blooms 
with something of its pristine loveliness. To show his 
authority and parade his power, Ishboseth, in a fit of stupid 
ill-nature, reproached Abner for his want of courtesy and 
respect towards the late monarch, in taking his mistress. 
"Why hast thou shamed my father's memory?" asked he 
with supercilious haughtiness, adding " Give back his con- 
cubine? " " Am I a dog," answered Abner, " to lick the foot 
that kicks me, that thou darest thus to question my conduct 
in regard to this woman? Is this thy return for my services 
to thy sire, and to his family? Is this thy reward for adopt- 
ing thy cause, and defending thine interests, when I might 
have delivered thee into the hands of David, and made my 
peace with him, and secured my own terms of recompense? 
Let me hear no more of this, else, hard as I have worked to 
set thee on the throne of Israel, harder still will I labour to 
hurl thee off, and in thy place put David, that he may ruL^ 
Israel as well as Judah, and hold Tmdividi^ «r^^^ crt^x ^ 
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kingdom extending from Dan to Beersheba." The prince 
was afraid to notice these recriminations of his generaL He 
was conscious of his own defects and failings, and the other^s 
military talents and political influ^ice; to offend him, there- 
fore, would have been to effect his own ruin and destruction. 
But the impertinent arrogance and unreasonable censure 
o{ the sovereign, whom he had made such, who owed to him 
his life as well as his crown, rankled in the breast of Abner. 
He determined no longer to serve a master so unmindful of 
benefits— a potentate so ungrateful and so fatuous. Hence he 
opened negotiations with the king of Judah. '^Make a 
league with me, and my hand shall bring all Israel over to- 
thee!" wrote the discontented and resentful soldier, medi- 
tating rebellion, on a tablet of lead, and despatched it by 
faithful messengers to David. To this unexpected but wel- 
come overture David returned the following answer: ''I 
consent to accept thine allegiance, and will receive thee as 
my friend, and appoint thee to be my councillor and my 
captain ; but I shall first require of thee to send me Michal, 
Saul's daughter, and my first wife." The motives which 
influenced him in preferring this demand were base beyond 
measure. He had already six wives, Abigail, Ahinocun, 
Maacah, Haggith, Abital, and Eglah, and as many separate 
families; and Michal had borne several children to her 
second husband, who was still living; besides, she could not 
be expected to be reconciled to him who had treated her so 
badly. To get re-possessed of her, then, was simply a wanton 
act of cruelty, and the exercise of an odious tyranny. Bat 
to make her, now weak and helpless, feel his power, who 
had become so mighty, was a gratification to his vin- 
dictive soul. Prosperity had inflated his imxK»*tanoe, and 
administered inordinately to his vanity: he thought he was 
now beyond the necessity of observing the rules of decorum' 
to the anointed of the Lord t\L<d ^(dodi^ ot ^ demon weard 
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justifiable. How had he fallen from the pure and upright 
character of his early days! This act was equivalent to 
the accursed sale of a slave-mother^ torn from all she loves, 
to eke out the miserable remnant of a wretched life under 
stripes and blows. But political success is often a disap- 
pointment^ as David soon found out by bitter experience: 
how often indeed is the tale that hope whispers to ambition 
the syren's song luring to perdition! 

It was agreed between the contracting parties, that the 
king of Judah should despatch ambassadors to his brother- 
sovereign of Israel, to demand the person of Michal; and as 
the application was backed by Abner's influence, Ishboseth 
dared not refuse to entertain it. Hence the proud daughter 
of Saul was seized, dragged from her house and children, 
and placed upon a dromedary, imder the strict watch of an 
anned guard. Fierce were her struggles, wild her cries, but 
unavailing against force hardened by brutality. Phalti was 
allowed to accompany her as far as Behurim, and he followed 
on foot, weeping and disconsolate. Here Abner, who headed 
the convoy, and whose conduct in this transaction was 
infamous, and only inferior in wickedness to that of David, 
ordered him to return to his widowed home and his mother- 
less children. Loud were his lamentations at parting, but 
his wife was silent: she was sullen with indignation, and 
calm with the suppressed anger that gathers its rage and 
stores it up for the s^ison of resentment. On the border, 
between the territories of Benjamin and Judah, Abner surren- 
dered his charge to a band under the command of Abishai, 
who escorted her durix^ the remainder of the route, and con- 
ducted her to the presence of David, in the palace of Hebron. 

"What wouldst thou with me?" demanded in a firm tone 
the imperious woman of her former husband. " Thou art 
my wife — " answered David, and was about to plead excu^os^ 
f <»r his rough behaviour, when he waa ai\>c\rQi^^ Yc^Tr^^^^i^ 
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by her fierce r^oinder. " And aan thy wife no longer! Thou 
hast insulted my love, thou hast offended my pride; and 
now to my previous wrongs thou hast added this worst of aU 
thine injuries. Thou hast treated me, thy lord and master's 
daughter, as a felon, for no crime except that once she loved 
thee, but now as much abhors thee. Thou hast forced me 
from my home, torn me from my children, and dragged me 
hither, in the public gaze to be a public scorn and shame. 
And thou wouldst have me mate with thee again! The 
eagle will not turn a turtle dove; though chained and caged, 
she is an eagle still, and her heart is with her young, in the 
lofty eyrie of her thoughts." " Darest thou speak thus to 
thy sovereign, to whom thou owest allegiance?" exclaimed 
Abishai to the indignant matron. "Put up thy threats, 
thou braggart, who wouldst seek to silence me! Thou art 
brave to butcher defenceless women!" "Beware, Miohal, 
beware," remarked the monarch, wincing under her sar- 
castic reproaches, "lest thy tongue accuse thy life!" "I 
am beyond thy power," retorted the undaunted spirit. 
" Thou art the king of Judah, and these are thy miscreant 
slaves, ready to obey thy bidding. What canst thou do that 
I can fear? My life I value not: take it, and rid me of the 
burden! but my love is my own, and never shall be thine: 
and my soul, which thou canst not hurt, despises thee, and 
dares to tell thee that thou wert false in thy vows to me, 
and faithless in thine oath to thy country!" "Away with 
her, and confine her in one of the inner apartments of the 
harem," ordered David, rising abruptly, and leaving the 
hall. The officials strictly executed the commands of their 
master, seized the woman, and hauled her away to a distant 
chamber, and there locked her up, a state-^prisoner. And 
such too oft is love ! 

A mildewed flower the sun would warm, but withers with his heat, 
Jlie Ughtning^s flash that blasts the heart when lips in kisses meet 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

Joab "murders Abner, who is mourned and buried by David.— Ish- 
boseth assassinated. — David elected king of Israel as well as 
Judah. — He besieges and takes Zion, which he constitutes the 
capital of his kingdom, and which was known afterwards by the 
name of Jerusalem.— The Philistines are defeated, first at Baal- 
perazim, then in the valley of Rephaim. 

In order to further his conspiracy, Abner negotiated with 
many of the elders of Israel, especially such as were dis- 
pleased with the rule of their present sovereign, and had at 
any time manifested a predilection for the king of Judah. 
"Ye sought for David in times past, when it was not oppor- 
tune," remarked the intriguing commander. "But now 
when the course of events testifies that he is the favourite 
of the Lord, who hath chosen him to be the leader of our 
nation, to protect us against the Philistines and all our 
enemies, declare him to be your monarch." They favoured 
the proposal, and, strengthened by their adhesion to the 
cause he advocated, he renewed his overtures to the court at 
Hebron, and was invited to repair thither. He came, accom- 
panied by twenty of his most trustworthy friends; and 
David entertained them at a grand banquet, so rejoiced was 
he to have gained over an ally so powerful. There Abner 
presented a handful of earth he had brought from Maha- 
naim, as a token of the surrender of the realm of Israel to 
his new suzerain, repeated his oath of allegiance, and 
reiterated his promise to exert his great influence in bring- 
ing over the whole of the Hebrews to the dominion of 
David. Having exchanged mutual pledges of their sworn 
covenant, Abner departed. He had not ']^xo(^e&^<^ i'ax <^^ 
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Ids «my — onikj to the widl of Sizeii — vlien Joab^ with a 
-portion, of the army of Jadah, whidi had been engaged in 
pursaing some predatcxj hosdes of the desert, returned, 
and was tcAd that Afaner had heid a long oonf eience with 
the king, and had been hospitaUj treated and kindly dis- 
missed. The Hentenant of Darid was hig^y incensed at 
the news; his jealomj was excited. Abner was gifted with 
many excellent qnalities, both as a captain and a roler, and 
might snpphint him in the opinion of Dayid; his bold, 
frank, liberal nature was esteemed by the soldierB, by whom 
he might be preferred to himself, who was sterner and more 
exacting; besides, he had the death of his hcother to 
avenge. Bnming with rage, he mshed into the presence 
of David, and denoonced with a hanghty tone of reproadi 
his master^s amity and condescension towards what he 
termed a disg^nised adversary. "What hast thoti doneP" 
demanded he. '"Hioa knowest that the son <^ Ner hath 
ever been thy foe. He is only come to deceive thee — ^to 
ascertain thy coming and thy gmng, and to learn everything 
pertaining to thee." Without waiting for a reply to his 
invective, heedless of his rudeness in the intensity of his 
anger, he as quickly retired from the i)alace, and sent a 
messenger after Abner, instructing him to make evesy 
effort to overtake him, and call him back to receive, as he 
alleged, fresh commands from the king. 

Joab was joined by Abishai, and they agreed to watch out- 
side the city gate for the return of the messenger with their 
victim. They stole quietly down a rural lane, daaik with 
the showers of early winter, where the fronded mosses cat** 
peted their path with a green fur, on whidii the fitful sun- 
shine, coming to seek the dew through the leafy chinks of 
the tangled boughs, weaved patterns of gold^ a web of light 
and verdure. Heavy clouds were roUing along the empy^ 
rean, castmg waving ahatdowa 07^ the heaving meadows 
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bright with silTer camomiles. The winds were singing a 
diige on their 89olian harps in the sky, accompanied by the 
low tones of the solemn thmider-tromp. They rested their 
spears against the lichen-dappled bole of a hoary oak, weird 
with its strange associations with a primeval world, when 
angels walked through the sylvan glades, and held inter- 
course with men, and at its foot they sat to be sheltered 
from the storm. Aloft its nmbrageons head the forest-giant 
tossed in the rising breeze, and seemed to b^ communing 
with the spirits of the past. A flash of lightning illumined 
the brow of a distant hill, and, in its vivid, though momen- 
tary, lustre dearly defined, they distinguished the figures 
of two wayfajrers, whom they suspected to be the persons 
they sought. Often they looked toward the same spot, but 
saw only the dark haze of swiftly descending night softened 
by the fogs rising from the damp soiL Wild swept the 
blast, bending the branches, and crackling the twigs around 
them, and whirling a shower of leaves in the air, on which 
mttled the hail, and the rain pattered on the ground in thuds 
of large thunder-drops. Hie ravens croaked clamorously, 
as they were rocked in their aerial cradles of day and straw; 
and the owl crept deeper into the hole of a hollow elm, and 
gathered her young closer under her wings in the nest, lest 
tiiey might be alarmed by the elemental tumult. At length 
they heard human voices in a lull of the tempest: they 
listened for a few moments. "That is surely Abner,*' 
ezdaimed Joab; "I know his sx>eech." Scarcely had he 
pronoxmced these words when, turning round an alley 
through a grove of lentisks, appeared in view Abner and 
the messenger. Joab hailed them, and his salutation of 
peace being returned with courtesy, he proceeded to inform 
the Benjamite captain that he had been commissioned by 
David to offer him an Egyptian war-horse caparisoned with 
magnificent trappings, and a suit ot xoV>ei& tvOc^^ ^xc^^c^V^* 
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ered, fit attire for a prince. " Thy journey is long, the roads 
are rough and boggy, the brooks swollen with the floods. 
This steed will help to ease thy labour, and lighten thy 
fatigue." "What can I do," replied the unsuspecting 
soldier, ^'to merit the gracious kindness of the king? How 
shaU I be able to repay his benefits? His bounty is so 
prodigal, it overtakes my gratitude." " Thou hast promised 
much," returned Joab; "but thou canst do more than thou 
hast promised. I wiU teU thee what David expects from 
thy zeal; what, when performed, will secure his eternal 
friendship. But come aside, for this communication must 
be secret." They stepped a few paces out from the beaten 
track, and entered a thicket of rock-roses and broom, when 
suddenly, as Abner was leaning forward, expecting some 
important message, Joab drew his sword, and plunged it 
into his heart. A short cry, expressive of surprise as much 
as pain, burst from the throat of Abner, and he reeled, 
crashing the sprays and shoots of the shrubs where he felL 
Poor Eizpah is looking out of the window to watch thy 
return. There is a flush of doubt and anxiety on her cheek, 
but the beam of hope is in her eye, and on her lips the same 
dulcet smile of tenderness. She turns pale and staggers, 
and tears attest her anguish; for they have told her she is 
again a widow. Alas, sweet lady, forlorn! thy love was stiU 
md,ted with sorrow. 

The deed was soon bruited throughout the city, and came 
to the ears of David. He was sorely vexed at the event, 
inasmuch as he had always felt an esteem for the deceased, 
though his enemy ; for he had ever been an honourable foe. 
Scarcely had he converted his hostility into friendship, when 
he lost un ally who might have rendered him valuable 
services. The morose arrogance of Joab intimidated as 
well as displeased him ; and he would not have been sorzy 
to put Abner forward as a coxm^Tij^iae to the influence of 
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the otHer; between the two he could have acted more 
independently, and exercised a more arbitrary authority. 
In a council called of his officers he f ormaUy repudiated all 
participation in the crime, and fully substantiated his inno- 
cence. " I, and my kingdom/* said he, " are guiltless before 
the Lord for ever from the blood of Abner. Let it rest on 
the head of Joab, and on his house. Let there not fail 
some member of his family on whom shall light a curse ! 
who shall be a leper, or lame, or blind, or maimed, who 
ahaU lack bread, or be cut off by the sword." To testify 
the sincerity of his grief, a royal proclamation was issued, 
ordaining a general mourning ; even Joab was commanded 
to rend his clothes and put on sackcloth. 

They buried Abner in Hebron, the king himself following 
the bier. At the grave, that solemn bed of our last repose, 
David remembered the virtues of the departed, and thought 
of the fraUties of humanity and the vagaries of fortune, 
that all was vanity to which genius aspires, and for which 
ambition contends. He wept, and all the people wept. 
"Alas!" exclaimed the saddened monarch, *^thou hast 
gone in the prime of thy strength. Death, like a thief in 
the night, hath stolen thy ghost to the shades. Thy hands 
were not bound, nor thy feet fettered, that thou shouldest 
have fallen without a struggle. Thou wert armed; but 
what availed courage against deceit and darkness. Who 
can refuse to be bom, he may escape from death: but to die 
is human." Much was the crowd gratified at these expres- 
sions of genuine distress; they praised the king, they 
venerated David. This sympathy of the exalted with the 
sufferings of our common nature is the golden linlr of love that 
binds together the brotherhood of the whole human race. 
And David won still more the affections of his subjects, 
when, on his return from the funeral to his palace, the usual 
repast was served, and set before him, s^d V'^ ^^j&Ssi^iS^^ 
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to refresh his exhausted frame, he answered, " No ; neither 
meat nor bread wHl I taste, nor dzink wine this day, but 
keep it as a fast in honour of my deceased friend. Nought 
shall pass my lips till the sun be set and night oome to veil 
this picture of sorrows from my eyes. A great man, a 
prince of Israel has passed away from ns this day : and L 
though your anointed king, am so much the weaker from 
his loss, for he was in battle both a sword and a shidd. 
But these sons of Zeruiah are too hard upon me ; they are 
severe and cruel and regard me not. The Lord reward 
them according to their iniquities." 

In the army of Ishboseth were two brothers, Baanah and 
Bechab, who 'were captains of companies. Twins in evil, 
they had conceived the horrid design of murdering their 
sovereign for the sake of lucre, speculating upon David's 
gratitude for a liberal reward, to be deceived, as was the 
Amalekite, but much more deservedly. As their f^it-yitng 
passion was avarice, the foul worm that preys only on the 
fruit which is rotten, so wealth was their supreme good, for 
the attainment of which every principle of virtue was to be 
sacrificed — ^honour, rectitude, and loyalty. The summer 
had returned, with its sapphire skies, its glaring light, and 
its sultry heat. It was the hour of noon. The trees drooped 
languidly, curling the edges of their scorched leaves ; tha 
bees were slumbering in the closed blossoms of the cami- 
cara; their joints numbed and sore, the acrobatic grass- 
hoppers had ceased to vault and leap ; the doves sought the 
pools to bathe their palpitating breasts ; under the shade of 
oleanders crawled the tortoise ; the lizard panted, and the 
very snakes basked torpid on the sunny banks. Bound the 
well, in a field contiguous to the palace, were gathered 
numbers of sheep and cattle, goats, asses, and camels^ 
standing moticnless and silent in the burning sun, and 
ameHing the moisture, \>ut tasting it only infancy, for thoce 
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was no shepherd to draw the precious element for the 
beasts. A wild dog had also come to slake its thirst, and, 
squatted on the sand, protruded its long slimy tongue, and 
shook it incessantly to catch the air cooled by the vibration, 
so prostrate and listless, the very lambs eyed him askance, 
and feared not his presence. Nothing stirred but a colony 
of ants, carrying loads along a straight trail, and working 
busily in the construction of their stupendous city. 

Ishboseth had retired to his chamber to take his siesta, 
for he was indolent and .gross, and the habit had become a 
necessity to his corpulent and sensuoiis body. On an ivory 
oonch, curiously ornamented with gold and ebony, and 
tcnrtoise-shell, he lay, covered with a soft shawl of cash- 
mere wooL The latticed windows were darkened with a 
screen of rich hangings, but not so closed but the fresh air 
laden with the breath of jasmin could enter the room and 
fan the brow of the sybarite, and steep his senses into a 
languid stupor with the seductive perfume. He was 
liuighing in his sleep, for he was dreaming of a jovial 
feast, of merry companions, and wanton damsels: the 
Queen of Beauty had been crowned with roses, and a coarse 
jest had just gained the prize of a bumper wreathed with 
its frothy beads, full to the brim. It was his last slumber, 
his last dream! Under the pretext that they had been 
commissioned to fetch away a certain quantity of wheat for 
the iise of the troops, the assassins gained admittance into 
the royal granary. Thence they passed unobserved into the 
harem and, noiseless as a shadow, entered the apartment 
where the monarch reposed. No pity pleaded in their 
hearts, no gratitude restrained their hands; their only 
thought in that dread moment was a sordid vow to Mam- 
mon, to bribe his favour toward a successful issue of the 
undertaking. Both simultaneously struck their victim, 
and sheathed their daggers in his breast. "WiWi ^ ^^tc^to^-v^ <^ 
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spasm He started, and his closed eyelids opened '\7ith a jerk, 
and looked with glistening fury on them, then quivered 
and pearled tiU scaled by death, when he f eU heayy on the 
floor, by the side of his bed. Then they hacked off his 
head and put it in a sack, and escaped from the place, past 
the porters and servants who were lying about on their 
mats under porticoes and doorways, prostrated with the heat, 
and drowsy or slumbering. They fled all night through the 
plain, and the next day arrived at Hebron, and presented 
what they thought would be an acceptable offering to David. 
" Behold the head of Ishboseth, the son of Saul who sought 
thy life!" said they. "The Lord hath avenged thee on 
thine enemy, and on his seed." But Abner's recent death 
had taught David a lesson of humility; he was now too 
honest and generous to rejoice over a fallen foe, too Jewish 
to exult over the misfortunes of a Hebrew, perhaps too 
princely to be gratified at the disaster of a prince : besides 
he felt his own superiority too much to be guilty of envy. 
At the sight of the gory head, the matted locks, the face 
begrimed with dirt and dust, his heart shuddered; and a 
momentary sickness came over him, as he thought of the 
vicissitudes of fortune: but he soon kindled up with a just 
resentment. Eegarding sternly the assassins, who were 
smiling complacently on their guilt in anticipation of brilliant 
rewards, he thus upbraided them: "When a messenger from 
Gilboa brought me tidings of the death of Saul, iTna.gJTiiTig' 
to please me, he stated that he had killed the king. I took 
hold of him and slew him for the crime. How much more 
shall my vengeance light on you who have broken into a 
palace, and murdered a rightful monarch, as he slept, un- 
conscious, on his bed. His blood I require at your hands ; 
justice demands your Uves." Then turning to some soldiers 
of his body-guard, close by, who were his executioners, he 
commanded them to despatch tl[i<& conspirators, which orders 
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they sammarily obeyed. As the poor idiot, by the splendour 

lured, catches at forked lightnings, that, darting from 

donds, oonsmnes him with their flame, so they, infatuate 

fools, snatched at ambition, and were struck by death. 

Their hands and feet, for a warning to aU traitors, were 

hung up on a post over the pool in Hebron ; but the head 

of Ishboseth was buried with regal honours in the sepulchre 

of Abner. 

He has long years of death, 
But no immortal breath, 
Who lives the present hour, 
And seeks but wealth and power, 
And with the taint of lust 
Gontaminates his dust ; 
No laurel decks his brows, 

No halo gilds his head, 
14 o soul within him glows. 

For, living, he is dead ; 
Nor shall his worthless fate 
The future consecrate ; 
But in the grave shall lie. 

Among an tmknown host. 

His long-forgotten ghost. 
Through dark etemily. 

At the death of Ishboseth there was a general commotion 
throughout Israel: political meetings were held in every 
town and village to canvass the merits of a successor. 
After many discussions, the principal magistrates and elders 
decided on offering the vacant throne to David, and joining 
the two realms under the same authority. They remem- 
bered the peace and amity which existed between aU the 
tribes, in the early period of the reign of Saul, and the 
national happiness and prosperity which then obtained; 
and they had reason to believe the same beneficial results 
would follow again under an undivided rule and jurisdiction. 
A deputation was appointed of the most influential members 
of the community, who proceeded to Hebron, and in due 
form handed over the crown and sceptre to the son of Jesse. 
"Behold, we are thy bone, and thy ^eeJo." ^»JA NJcLfe-^, 
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addressing the newly elected monarch. ^'Thon tAialt vole 
the kingdom, and lead the people, onr connselloT in peace 
and our commander in war." Th^ made a solemn compact^ 
binding David down to certain conditions, and they thai 
anointed him king over the whole natum. What.mnst have 
been his feelings, if fitfol memories then reeaUed, as no 
doubt they did, his flight from Qibeah, his oonceahnent in 
the cave of Adnllam, and the subsequent events of his 
romantic and chequered career! 

The first act that signalised the advent of David to the 
united dominions of Judah and Israel was the capture of 
the dty of the Jebusites, on the hill of Zion, — an achieve- 
ment which exalted his fame while living, and has endeared 
his memory to every succeeding generation of his country- 
men. The possession of this fort marked an important and 
a distinct epoch in the history of the Jews. Previous^, 
there was no capital but what was shifting from one town 
to another; the royal residence wai^ sometimee in one 
village, and the chief tabernacle in another. Hebron, the 
metropolis of Judah, was situated too far south for easy and 
4uick communication with the rest of the districts: but 
after the capture of Zion the seat of government was trans- 
ferred and fixed there; and, in honour of its conqueror, and 
the founder of its greatness, it was called by the a|^ropriate 
epithet of the " City of David." Here his own palace was 
built, to be eclipsed in splendour by the dwdling CErected by 
his son, who also was to snatch from his more worthy Mh^ 
the honour of constructing the most famous temple ever 
dedicated to the worship of God. How wonderfol was 4o 
be the history of that wild hamlet perched on the top of 
the rock! The den of the robber was to become the cracQe 
of religion; on that rock the tables of moral and theologic 
law were to be lithographed for the edification of t^e whole 
world; and a greater than D&vld, or his successor* was in 



THE 8HEPHEBD KING. 147 

the ooozse of a few centuries to appear there, and build 
another t^nple, not made with hands, which is to endure for 
erer^ eternal as the heavens. Jebus, baptised by its new 
name of Jeruaalem, has from its associations with hallowed 
memories gained the pre-eminence of being the most sacred 
spot on earth. 

As a military position, Jebus had been a long time coveted 
by the Hebrews who had pushed their encroachments right 
up to the foot of the hill, and seized the surrounding country. 
Hence David thought it a favourable opportunity to send 
heralds to demand its surrender. Ck)nfident in the strength 
of their high hold* so ste^ as to be almost inaccessible, the 
gang of banditti and desperadoes who held that fastness re- 
turned this answer to the summons. **' We confide in oui- 
tutelary gods to defend our homes. When David shall have 
the wings of an eagle* he may be able to reach our eyrie.'' 
This r^ly irritated the Mug who proclaimed to his army 
mustered before the gate of Hebron, previous to their march, 
his intense desire to be possessed of the place. *^ Whosoever 
shall first mount up the rock of Zion, scale the wall and 
smite a Jebusite, he shall be the chief captain of the hosts 
of Israel ; for the lame talismans and blind images, in which 
ihey put their trust, are detestable in my sight." Joab 
gained the prize. Already the most skilful commander in 
the service of David, it would have pained and vexed l^irn 
had another been set up over him : so he exerted his strength 
and practised address and cunning, and crept by the bushes 
and crawled by the gutters, until he entered by a neglected 
part of the walls, which were crumbling to ruin ; and, fol- 
lowed by a few confidential friends, fell on the rear of the 
defenders, who imagined they were attacked by a large force 
and fied. Joab was soon supported by other columns of the 
Jews who had climbed up by means of ladders, and after a 
short conflict the city was taken. 
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After the capture of Jebus^ David set aboat to build a new 
city on the hill. It had always, but more especiaJly of late, 
been the policy of Israel to cultivatea friendly intercourse with 
the Phoenicians as a check to the power of the Philistines 
No wars had taken place between the two nations, who, on 
the contrary, had been connected together by the ties of 
commerce, and the bonds of mutual dependance. The Jews 
were a people of com-g^rowers and vine-dressers, and were 
never skilful at any handicraft : it was their interest there- 
fore to exchange the products of their soil, their wheat, wo<^ 
and wine, with the Tyrians and Sidonians for manufactures 
of all sorts ; and a brisk trade was carried on between them. 
Now David sent to Hiram, king of Phosnicia, for carpenters 
and masons, and brass, and bronze, and iron, and cedar- 
timber ; and they erected for him a superb palace on Mount 
Zion : they moreover instructed his workmen in different 
trades, so that the quarter of the town called Millo was so<mi 
covered with streets of houses. Ever since the establishment 
of the Jews in Canaan, they had been gradually mixing with 
the native inhabitants, and adopting their manners and cus* 
toms. But at this period the influence of Phosnicia seems to 
have been predominant. It was the most advanced of all 
the states of Syria : its people were renowned for their indus- 
try, enterprise and skill, its merdiants for their wealth, its 
princes for their magnificence, audits priests for their learn- 
ing and science, and their encouragement of the decorative 
arts in the service of their religion. From them the Jews 
now copied much, both in theologic lore as well as in legis- 
lative and financial matters ; and as this change was taking 
place their institutions were departing more from the severe 
simplicity of their ancient Egyptian model. The very name of 
Jehovah was derived from the principal god of the Phoenicians. 

When the news arrived at the different towns of PhUistia 
that David had been chosen the successor of Ishboseth, and 
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erowned king of Israel, so that he held undivided sway over 
the whole of the Hebrew realm, their apprehensions were 
excited for their own safety; and they were still more 
alarmed when they heard that he had seized Zion, the 
stronghold of their allies, the Jebusites. They determined 
to break the peace which had so long prevailed, and renew 
hostilities at once, before their enemies would get too 
powerful. They gathered their forces quickly^ and overran 
a portion of the district of Judah, driving off the cattle, 
destroying the crops, and plundering the hamlets, in their 
course. While so employed around Baal-perazim, David 
suddenly came upon them, and smote them with great 
slaughter. So easily had they been repulsed by the fury of 
his charge, that he likened the battle to the bursting of 
reservoirs of water. On the field a large number of idols 
were found, the gods of Canaan, which the Philistines had 
brought with them, and set up in their tents, and invoked 
for their countenance and favour ; how vainly was proved 
by the event ! These David cast into the fire in a heap, 
a burnt offering more acceptable to any benevolent deity 
than oblations of blood, and more grateful than the fumes 
of charred flesh, or the smell of flaming fat. But. the 
Philistine army, though severely cut up, rallied, and, col- 
lecting their scattered numbers, occupied the valley of 
Sephaim, and took up a strong position. This news was 
brought to David just as he was about to repose his wearied 
limbs, exhausted with the labours of the day. Much he 
congratulated himself on his recent easy victory ; and in a 
dreamy meditation many plans he laid for the destruction 
of the host encamped in the glen : this will I do, tnought 
he, to render my success complete, and that mameuvre will 
finish the campaign. While thus cogitating, neither asleep 
nor awake, he imagined he heard a supernatural voice 
«xyoining him not to attack the enemy in front, but t^mak^ 
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a detour ronnd the hOls until he wotdd oome to a 
plantation of mulberries^ whence he was to fell vigonr- 
oiisly upon their rear. How often are onr dreams 
the • yeiLed ministrants of the Invisible, shadowing forth 
the outlines of events to come, and invoking the ghosts 
of the future to appear ! When he awoke he had a per- 
fect recollection of his visi(m, and determined to follow 
its instructions. He led his troops, as he had been warned, 
and when he arrived at the grove, was surprised to see 
the tops of the trees shaking, and to hear a rustling and 
a rattling, although it was quite calm below, in the defile 
which he was traversing : there the air was dose and sultry, 
with not a breath to stir a film of gossamer, or scatter the 
sporules of a bursting moss-urn. Inspired by an impulse 
of faith, beautiful and sublime, in the guidance and protec- 
tion of Jehovah, as manifested in what appeared to hiTw to 
be a mysterious, perhaps a miraculous, phenomenon, he 
exdamined, " I hear the pattering of innumerable feet upon 
the leaves, and the rushing of legions of spirits through the 
boughs. It ia the host of heaven leading the way to battle. 
Gk>d is on our side, and fighting for us. Forward, qui(*ly, to 
the field ! " This apostrophe to his troops animated their 
ardour, almost to phrensy : they ran, they flew, upon theur 
foes, and swept them off the valley, and pursued them firom 
Geba down away toward Gazer. So the loosened floods of 
winter overwhelm and carry off whole forests to the sea^ 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

I>ayid brings the ark up from Kiijath-jearim to Xachon'a thraaliing 
floor, and then leaves it in the house of Obededom. After three 
months he fetches it up to Jerusalem. He subdues the Fhilisiines, 
the Moabites, and the Syrians of Damascus, and declares war 
against Ffanun, the king of the Ammonites. 

BliTiD summoned a geneiral council of his realm^ consisting 
of commanders of thousands, and captains of hundreds, and 
the chief hierarchs of the church, to attend a meeting at 
Jerusalem, and discuss the question of bringing up the ark, 
vhich had been left at Kiijath-jearim for the last twenty 
jears^ in the charge of AbiiUMlab and his family. "Xt is 
a long time," said David, addressing his coimsellors, '^ since 
proper respect has been paid to the most holy sanctuary of 
our God. Alas! it no longer contains the pot of manna, and 
Aaron's rod that budded. During the reign of Saul, the ark 
waiai never thought of; it ¥ras never consulted, either on 
occasions of natiomd success or public calamity; but was 
neglected, as though it were a common household chest, 
whose owner is dead, left in a loft with rubbish, for the 
spider to spin its cobweb around. Let us not allow this 
reproach to lie longer at the doors of Israel. Let us send 
t)irQug)ioiit all the provinces, to the judges, magistrates, 
elders^ priests, and scribes, tq gather themselves higher, that 
we may proceed in a mighty mass to fetch it and set it up 
in Zion." The proposal was approved of by the conclave, 
and was highly gratifying to the people, who looked forward 
to the day as the grand jubilee of their lives. Accordingly 
a proclamation was issued, and the partly iim!;j^^^s&&si&. 
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their wa j to Jemsalon from all parts of Israel, from the 
moantain pass of TTMwfli to tlie desert of Shur, on the 
borders of Egypt; and, there arrired and refreshed with 
rest, formed their ranks, and mardied on foot in separate 
bonds, dressed in holiday attire, bearing harps, psalteries, 
timbrels, eocnets, and cymbals, with banners and streamers 
flying, and f <Jlawed by a Tast thrtmg. They passed by the 
hamlet of Zelah, where was the cemetery of Eish, then 
waittng for two €i the most &mons princes of its royal race; 
and, as they ascended the steep gronnd on the other side, 
they entered a forest <d oaks which extended to the gates of 
Kiijath. Some centnries preyionsly when the district had 
belonged to the Canaanites, there had existed a cromlech or 
altar oi huge stones there dedicated to the worship of Baal, 
whoee name had been nsed to designate the village, but 
changed \fy the Jews to Kiijath-jearim, or the township 
in the grove. As the procession moved along, nature seemed 
to enter into their joy. It was the last spring weather of 
the season, the sunshine overpowering the rain, now fitful 
and scant. Some weeks had elapsed since the first swallow 
had twittered his low shrill song in the bare wood; the 
hyacinths and anemones were ageing with dim eyes, bnt 
that fairy's ghost, the star of Bethlehem, with its green 
sepulchral flowers and blanched stalks, hatmted the heath 
in myriads of legions. Now the oaks were clothed with 
thick foliage, and bent and swayed their branches with the 
miiltitudinotiB merriment of their twinkling leaves; the 
acacias bowed their golden crowns; the wild rose-buds were 
crimsoning in the hedges; the cerds to and fro waved its 
pnrple arms ; and a sheet of white bloom, the styrax flapped 
to the breeze, and rivalled the orange in the matted clusters 
of its infloresence, and its exquisite odour that exhaled in 
the air a cloud of scent. From the bugles of the woodbine 
twisted around the yeWow-tiet^tod laurels rose a troop of 
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bntterflies^ Eden-sprites, raby and sapphire winged, and 
looked Hke gorgeous blossoms tossed from the bushes by the 
eddying gust. As overhead a shower would pass, the lights 
and shadows would pierce the quivering sprays, and dance 
on the green turf embroidered with the blue-bottle, the 
orange-lupin, the purple larkspur, the silver daisy, and the 
Adonis drops of blood; and in the distance a double rainbow 
spanned with its arch of glory the rock of Zion, darkened by 
a passing squall, emblematic of the hopes and fears of its 
future destinies. 

From the village they had to dimb the hill to the dwelling 
of Abinadab> and much trouble they had to get the oxen to 
drag the cart up the precipitous ascent. Uzzah and Ahio, 
the priesfs sons, carried the ark, covered with its vail of 
sealskins and its pall of blue cloth, to screen it from view, on 
poles of shittim-wood, overlaid with plates of gold out of 
their father's house, and placed it in the wain, the latter 
going before the oxen to lead them on. It was a new car, 
made for the occasion, brilliantly painted and gilt, and 
decorated with g^audy feathers and fillets; and on it was the 
mysterious box, with ite golden lid supported by cherubim 
with outspread wings, between which was supposed to be 
seated the invisible God; made apparent to the superstitious 
sometimes in the artificial, perhaps phosphoric or electric 
flame of the shekinah; and inside of which were the two 
stone tables of the law, and perhaps a compass-box containing 
a magnetic needle, the object of wonder and adoration even 
to the initiated in the secret, but which to look upon, or to 
touch by the vulgar was reckoned sacrilege, and punished 
by death. The order was given to start, and proudly the 
beasts raised their horns dressed with garlands, and shook 
their heavy dewlaps, g^ay with strings of speckled shells, and 
jingling with silver crescents and golden bells. David led 
the way at the head of the crowd. A-ppttcic^i^m^ii^^^^^^s^^sQ^ 
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and wearing an ephod, he qpened the triumphal march with 
a prelude of load notes on his harp, and then raised a psalm 
of thanksgiving and of praise, aoo(»npanied by the whole 
band of instroments, and joined by the voices of the 
thousands there, like an ocean-storm; and solemn and sab- 
lime the responses soanded in God's grand cathedral of the 
open universe, built by himself, star-roofed. They had 
reached the thrashing-floor in the field, where Nachon the 
farmer cleaned and winnowed his com, and there the 
bullocks stumbled, and the ark shook and seemed likely 
to fall. Uzzah, who was walking beside the cart, sprung 
forward to hold it up, and in so doing, as it was heavy, gave 
himself a wrench, and injured by the sudden jerk his spine 
or some vital part, and died that moment; perhaps he had 
been labouring under disease of the heart, in which malady 
the slightest exertion may prove fatal. The people irere 
stunned with amazement, some imagined that G-od Himself 
had appeared in person and slain him, and even David was 
petrified with fear, and, speechless. Abiathar, more self r 
possessed and wishing to render the incident impressive upon 
the multitude, and to inspire them with awe for the 
privileges of the priesthood, exclaimed aloud: '^It is the 
Lord's doing! Jehovah was kindled into wrath by the 
presumption of His servant who dared to touch His sanctuary. 
Thoughtless fool, to suppose that it would fall> as if He 
who supports the firmament could not keep it up!" David, 
however, was chagrined and displeased at the event, aji4 
inclined to cast reproaches on the Deity: he thought, as sucli 
grand preparations at so much larouble and expense had 
been made to celebrate his glory, he might h^ve receiye4 
the homage with a kindlier grace than to overshadow their 
rejoicings with the gloom of death. With grief and 4^89^ 
pointment was mingled fear, and under the imi^^essioii tha| 
Mb Ood was moroBe mA. maligaant that day, he would 
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proceed no further with the ceremonies, bnt called the spot 
Perez-uzzah, because the Lord had made a breach on TJzzah 
tibere, and ordered the ark to be conveyed to the house 
of Obededom hard by, and deposited it in his keeping. The 
procession then retomed to Jerusalem, silent, sullen, and 
sad, singing no songs, nor mingling in the dance, but with 
slow steps, and faces cast down to the ground. 

The ark had been three months in the charge of Obededom^ 
when Abiathar, anxious to have it in the capital, under his 
more immediate control, invented a story about its keeper's 
wonderful fortune, how the Lord had showered His bless- 
ings on his household, and told David that prosperity would 
follow and accompany it wherever it went. The monarch 
was naturally desirous to secure for himself, on his own 
account, and as the representative of the nation, the benefits 
which had been relegated to an obscure prelate: so he 
resolved to make another attempt to fetch it away. He 
first constructed a place, dose to his own palace, where to 
put it, and there pitched a qiagnificent tent, rich with gorge- 
ous stufk and fine needlework, for its reception. He now 
commanded, not the civil servants of the provinces as before, 
but the whole of the Levites, from the principal of the hier- 
archs down to the vergers and porters, and only the grand 
officials 6f the crown and the chief captains of his host to 
attend the ceremony, and caused them to sanctify them- 
selves by fastings, ablutions, purifications, and prayers, so 
as to deserve this time, and secure, the favour of Jehovah. 
Again the procession, divided into separate bands, each with 
a chief at its head, moved along over the rocky pathways, 
attended by an immense crowd bearing branches of palm, 
with David in the front of their ranks, dressed as before, 
followed by the singers and players, and damsels dancing 
and shaking their timbrels. They startled the fiocks and 
herds with the loud sound of theox x^o\!cax^5i^ ^^^^ ^3^ 
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was carefully brought out of the house of Obededom, but, 
instead of being put in a car, was borne, resting upon staves 
passed through rings of gold, on the shoulders of a select 
number of priests. When they had advanced six paces, 
David ordered the carriers to halt ; and there he sacrificed 
seven bullocks and seven rams as a propitiatory offering to 
the Lord, who was thought to be looking on from the seat 
of His immediate presence, between the wings of the cheru- 
bim. Along with the victims, seven ephahs of cinnamon, 
cassia, myrrh, and ledanon were burnt, the smoke whereof 
ascended to the sky, and formed a dense canopy of clouds 
over the lambent flames, and overpowered the air with a 
rich fragrance. Now rose a burst of enthusiasm, where joy 
was mingled with triumph and devotion. A wild tumultuous 
tune was played on the sackbut and hautboy, the clarion 
and pipe, the jingling tabors, tinkling bells, and clashing 
cymbals, while the following psean was chanted by the 
choristers in a tempest of harmony, that rung the rever- 
berating welkin with a phrenzy of delight : — 

I. 
O clap your hands, and shout! 

His praise on earth pi'oclaim ! 
And wave your palms about, 
To honoiir Jao's name ! 
Strike loud your harps, raise high your voice ! 
Lift up your hearts and souls! rejoice! 

n. 
Li Zoan's field, where pined 
Israel, He mercies wrought ; 
And signs in Pharaoh's court, 
But Phai-aoh's eyes were blind. 
He turned the river into blood ; 
Nor man, nor beast, could drink the flood. 

III. 
From out the dust accurst 

The caterpillar crept. 
Thick swarms of locusts burst, 
And noxious reptiles leapt ; 
From blighting north, and mildewed east, 
On herbs, and floweia, and com, to feast. 
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IV. 

He op'ed the douds. There mahed 

A storm of hail, and brushed 

From off the vines their shoots, 

And from the trees their fruits : 
He closed the heavens ; and sudden fell 
A darkness like the night of hell. 

V. 

His messengers of wrath, 
He evil angels sent 
For Egjrpt's punishment : 
Along their murderous path, 
An unseen dart, the plague they bear, 
To strike with death each first-bom heir. 

VI. 

Wild was the cry of pain 
In Memphis' palace-hall! 
Dark was the funeral pall 
Bound Anmion's pillared fane! 
Thebes sits in sackcloth at her gate ; 
Her hearths and homes are desolate ! 

vn. 
He brought His people forth. 
Their guide, a cloud by day, 
A shining fire o'er earth. 
To lead at night their way : 
He called His tempests from afar; 
The thunders answered, "Here we are ! " 

VIII. 

A hurricane flies, 

The rising billows roar, 
Struck by the blast, they rise 
A wall along the shore; 
While lightnings flash, and smite around, 
The hosts pass over on dry ground. 

IX. 

Stem Pharaoh's troops pursued. 

In fierce, resentful mood; 

But on the human bridge 

Swept down the surging ridge ; 
Chariots and horsemen found a grave, 
Buried beneath the whelming wave ! 

X. 

With ruin, and with rout. 

He cast the heathen out. 

And with a mighty hand 

Gave us their forfeit land : 
Where erst Canaan pitched her tents. 
We build our marble monumexi^a. 
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XL 
We woald exixA Thy fame, 

And sing to Thee thia hymn, 
Who art enthroned in flame, 
Between the diembim: 
Hear and aeo^t our thanksgivmg, 
And David bless, our lord and king! 

Excited, infatuated, bewildered, nearly mad, David stripped 
the ephod and the robe he wore from off his shoulders, and 
in that nude attire, particularly nnbecoming to a monardi, 
according to Oriental notions of etiquettei, danced with all 
his might before the ark. While he was thus leaping and 
capering, Miclial, who was looking out of a window to watch 
the procession drawing nigh to Jerusalem, saw him, and de' 
spised him in her heart. She had already hated him, yet feared 
him; but now she imagined he had become demented, an 
object of ridicule and scorn, and her resentment was gratified. 
The ark had now arrived at the gate of Zion : it passed along 
the street leading to the palace, where another dense throng 
had collected, who hailed its advent with deafening cheers, 
uproarious shouts, and sacred haUelrgahs. It lias attained 
to the tented tabernacle, and entered its portal, and is set 
up inside before the altar of Jehovah, and dedicated to His 
service, henceforth to be undisturbed, except on one occasion 
for a few hours, till removed to its more permanent sanc- 
tuary, the Holy of HoUes, in the temple of Solomon. Oblations 
were here made of peace and burnt offerings and fumes of 
incense, to greet the incoming of their God, and to bribe or 
coax His stay in His new habitation; and, the religious cere- 
monies of consecration being finished, David turned to the 
people, and blessed them in the name of the Lord of hosts. 
Then he ordered to be distributed a cake of bread, meat, and 
a fiagon of wine, to every man and woman, that all might 
feast that day, and be glad. Passing across to the palace, 
be assembled his honsebold to give them also his benedio- 
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tion; but Michal, as she approached his presence, rebuked 
and taunted him: " How glorious was the king of Israel tiiis 
day/' said ^e, "irho uncovered his ndkedness in the eyes of 
the handmaids of his servants, and demeaned himself to the 
lev^ of the base rude fello'ws, the lowest of his sulgects, who 
offend decency, and are devoid of shame!" Irritated at the 
rem&rk, David answered her reprovingly: "It was before 
the Lord, who chose me in preference to thy falser, and aU 
fais house, to be the rol^ of His pe<^le, that I danced, and 
played, and sang. To honour Him 1 humbled myself; and 
viler than I have been would I still be in His service to 
reader Him due homage for His mercies. But of the maid- 
s^trvants of whom thou speakest I shall be held in esteem, 
and not reproach." This quarrel widened the breach 
between the two proud and vindictive tempers. Until then 
David had felt a. commiseration amounting sometimes almost 
to affection, for his discaorded spouse; bat now he detested 
ber, and for the futtire treated her with an open dislike and 
a studied neglect. 

The talents of Nathan, who had become a prophet, had 
lately been rising in the estimation of David. Faithful to 
"lys first master, he had been neglected and shunned by that 
master's successor, as was natural; but the probity of his 
cftiaracter, his firmness and fidelity, his business tact and 
ftumcial skill, could not long escape the observation of his 
shrewd sovereign, who was beginning to prefer his counsels 
to those of Abiathar. The latter he comprehended enough 
to despise, sometimes to condenm : he was a well-intentioned, 
weak, plausible courtier; but in the former there was an 
elevation of sentiment, and a ^epth of l^ought aspiring to 
genius, and David recognised in him a kindred spirit ; if not 
his equal in intellectual vigour, his superior in moral con- 
trol ttnd worldly wisdom; and him the monarch loved and 
admired. To him he oommunlQatedina Nin!^\A\>T3SL^ ^ ^sssco;:^' 
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tuous temple to the Lord. '' See now/* said he, " I dwell in 
a house of cedar, bat the ark of 6k>d resideth within a tent 
of cloth. Is it fitting that I should live, surrounded by 
carvings and gildings, sitting on ivory thrones, reposing on 
golden couches, and treading on rich carpets, while Jehovah 
has no ceiling but canvas, no walls but curtains, no mats 
but the bare ground? " The prophet was pleased with the 
king's anxiety to duly honour the Lord, by providing a proper 
receptacle for His sanctuary, and replied, ^' Do all that is in 
thine heart, for Jehovah is with thee, and will prosper thy 
work." While the monarch was reflecting about the matter, 
and preparing materials for the edifice, intelligence was 
brought of hostile movements simultaneously on the part of 
the Philistines, Moabites, and Syrians ; and Nathan, having 
consulted with Adoram, the receiver of tribute and taxes, 
about the state of the national treasury, found that the 
whole wealth of its coffers would be required to carry on 
the wars then threatening. He accordingly waited on 
David, and informed him how unadvisable it would be to 
proceed with the construction of the grand fane, which he 
intended to erect. ** Jehovah hath not dwelt under walls of 
stone, or brick, or timber," remarked the prophet, " since 
He brought the children of Israel out of Egypt; but has 
walked with them under a pavilion, and travelled wherever 
they went in a tabernacle of cloth. He, who is clothed with 
stars, and hath the heavens for His palace, who walketh in 
the firmament, who rideth on the wings of the wind, and 
driveth in His chariot of storm-clouds, the thunder and the 
lightning for His steeds, who unfurleth in the myriad spray - 
bows of the seas His purple banners of peace; who treadeth 
on the waves, and they are still; who bloweth with His breath 
on the land, and all His creatures live'; has no need for a 
mansion of cedar, with golden wainscoting, fine sculptureSf 
and gorgeous paintings. He took thee from the sheep-cote, 
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from herding flocks, and piping on thy reed, to be the ruler 
of TTifl people. And wherefore? Because thou art a skilful 
commander, and a wise counsellor, the ablest of the sons of 
Israel to be their chief. First must our enemies be subdued, 
and our national dominions secured. Thou art the Attest to 
lead our troops to victory and to conquest. And when peace 
shall have been gained through war, then will the time be 
opportune to raise a metropolitan church, worthy of • our 
God." And truly spoke the prophet: for the nation was 
shortly after involved in a succession of stubborn contests 
with its restless neighbours, which required all the tactics 
and manoeuvres of Joab, and the military and political 
abilities of David, to conduct to a successful termination. 

With the rapidity of genius David opened the campaign 
by the capture of the mother-city of the Philistines, G-ath, 
where he had been so hospitably entertained and kindly 
treated by Achish, whom, however, in remembrance of former 
benefits, he permitted to remain as its ruler, on payment of 
the usual tribute. The Jews were exhilarated at the fall of 
this town, the chief seat of the Canaanitish power, which but 
a dozen years ago had almost proved fatal to their own. H e 
then turned eastward, and smote the Moabites, upon whom 
he exercised atrocious cruelties: of the army which surren- 
dered two men out of every three were slaughtered in cold 
blood, and a heavy ransom was exacted from the country. 
Next he crossed the Jordan, and fought a furious battle with 
the Syrians of Zobah ; and when their neighbours came to 
succour them, he defeated their combined forces; and, 
marching rapidly to Damascus, took it and left a garrison 
there. The spoils of these different enemies, which he 
removed to Jerusalem, and dedicated as an offering to 
Jehovah, were immense : there were shields of gold, vessels 
of brass and silver, fine tissues from Babylon, and Sidonian 
implements and utensils of most curious Yroxkma>ai^^o^ . ^T^^ 
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goocesB of this e^»edition ins eomiiiensaittte with its celerity, 
seldom equalled in the annab d wazfare. Great was the 
^me of Darid throughont the Bunuimding natioiia, who 
feared him, and propitiated his faroiir by sending gifts. 

In these wars Darid had been assisted by the bounty of 
Nahash, king of Ammon, from whom Saul had rescaed 
Jabesh-gilead, in furnishing him with siqiplies ofproYisiiHis. 
Now that potentate had snddenly died, and the monarch of 
Israel despatched ambassadars to his son, Hannn, to condole 
with his loss, and to offer his sezrices, if required, to secore 
his socoession to the throne. The nobles of the land, 
imaginrng that the messengers had been sent as spies, 
perhi^ enyions too of a Hebrew influence in their councils, 
stirred np the suspicion and the anger of their prince against 
the deputation. " They are come to eramine the fortifica- 
tions of our city," said they, "in order to beseige it." The 
prince, being young and inexperienced, unfortunately for his 
country, listened to their representations and commanded 
the heralds, whose persons were considered by all nations to 
be sacred, even in a time of war, to be seized. The beard on 
one side of their faces was shaven, and half of their garments 
shorn so as to expose their buttocks, in which ignominious 
plight they afforded sport to the courtiers, who laughed and 
jeered and joked at their expense. In this guise they were 
dismissed. They reached Jericho; but would proceed no 
further because they were ashamed; but hired a courier to 
repair to the capital and acquaint the king with the indig- 
nities which had been put upon them. David was extremely 
incensed. " This affiront of the children of Ammon stinks 
in my nostrils as carrion, and smells of death," exclaimed 
he. *^ They shall atone it with their blood." He instructed 
Joab to muster the whole army, and to choose the pick of 
the troops, and march forward at once to avenge the insult. 
The active general soon arrived at^the plain of Babbah, and 
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encamped there, making preparations for attacking' the city. 
Meanwhile the Ammonites had called in the aid of their 
allies, the Syrians, who inhabited the regions extending 
from Damascus to the banks of the Euphrates, and whose 
chief town was the celebrated Tadmor in the wilderness, 
known afterwards by the name of Palmyra. The Ammonites 
formed their battle-array close to their city walls; while 
their allies drew up their lanks in the open field, so that 
their strength, being divided, was weakened, which the 
sagacious Joab perceiving, called his brother, Abishai, and 
put under his command the bulk of the regiments, but 
selected the best battalions for the attack he contemplated. 
" With these," said he, " I intend to charge the Syrians in 
a terrible onset. If I am repulsed, do thou bring up thy 
bands to my support. Thou canst skirmish with thy van- 
guard against the Ammonites, and if thou art beaten back 
I will fly to succour thee." The charge of David's veterans, 
the grim old warriors of Adullum and Engedi, was too 
furious to be resisted : they cut the Syrians to pieces in long 
swathes of ruin as easily as an aftermath is mowed. The 
Ammonites were also routed by Abishai; but as they 
retreated from the battle, they took refuge inside the gates 
of their forts. 

As the season was far advanced, and the winter rains 
approaching, Joab was obliged to withdraw his army from 
Babbah, and return to Jerusalem. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Darid's adultery with Bathsheba.— Sends for her husband, Uriahs 
to cover his crime. — Uriah refuses to visit his wife. — ^David's 
plot to induce him so to do failing, the rough soldier is sent back 
to the camp with a sealed tablet for Joab. 

The yemal seascm of fine weather had returned, and David 
called Joab to the council-board, and commanded him to 
repair to Babbah, and invest it again with the whole 
strength of Israel. "I am at peace with all my other 
neighbours/' remarked the monarch; ^'but I have registered 
an oath against the children of Ammon, I sought their 
friendship and alliance, and they repaid my advances with 
heinous indignities : they must redeem their wrongs with 
their lives." Accordingly Joab led forth the host, and in 
the course of his march destroyed the country, and sat 
down before the devoted city, raising mounds around his 
camp to protect it from the sudden incursions of the desert 
hordes. As the fortifications of Kabbah were strong, and 
were surrounded by a deep river, he felled timber from the 
ac^acent forests, and constructed battering-rams, pontoons, 
and bridges. The whole of the first month of his campaign 
was occupied with these preliminary preparations. Nor was 
Hanun idle during this period. With the earnest enthu- 
siasm of his race, for his forefathers had been among the 
shepherd kings of Egypt, he had entered upon the task of a 
determined defence. He had sent messengers to the different 
nomade tribes, and they had furnished him with contingents 
of hardy warriors, and contributions of com, and dates, and 
beasts of burden. The sons of the surrounding sheiks had 
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joined his standard, and formed a select battalion distin- 
guished by their national costume of a white bumoose: 
these were his body guard, of whom he was as proud as they 
were elated to serve under a leader so chivalrous and mag- 
nificent. The Syrians had likewise forwarded considerable 
reinforcements, so that he was in a position to offer a 
formidable resistance. Wild was the beauty of Hanun. 
Silent, reserved, yet ever smiling, his dark countenance was 
like a night in the wilderness, lit only by the twinkling 
stars ; but his flashing eyes denoted he could be as terrible 
as its storms. The trackless sand, the whirlwind of dust^ 
the deluge of floods, the sirocco's furnace blast, the dark 
cavern, and the beetling cliff, commanded his dearest sympa- 
thies. Agile as the goat, stately as the fawn, lithe as the 
panther, he was as ferocious and as fatal as it, a genuine 
son of the desert. 

David remained in Jerusalem to conduct the departments 
of government, and watch over the interests of his dominions. 
The shades of evening were closing over the hill of Zion. 
The air, that universal breath of life, was rich with the smell 
of vine blossoms, the most delicate and ethereal of odours, 
embalming the misty dew that seemed to be dropping in a 
dead of incense from the skies. Thoughts of his youth were 
suggested by the stillness of the hour so genial to medita- 
tion: in times past the happiest scenes of his life had been 
hallowed by the influence of a similar soft and calm twilight. 
To muse on his eventful career, and to contemplate the pro- 
gress of his favourite city, then embellishing with new 
structures, he ascended to the roof of his palace. As he 
gazed on the flourishing gardens in the vicinity, he perceived 
a figure dressed in white robes glide along an alley shaded 
with shrubbery to a marble fountain. It was a woman, who 
in that secret pool concealed from prying vision, as she 
thought, by the dense foliage ajidthd ^q(eu\'««^,\^s^q^^^^ 
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to perform her ablutions. She looked oronnd, for she was 
timid and ashamed; bnt she heard nothing but the castanets 
of the tiny froga, and she smiled at the conceit of being 
alarmed by those merry g^een elves, who love to hannt the 
trees. Slowly she nndraped her neck and shoulders, and 
exposed her bosom to the dalliance of the cool breeze, that 
well might leave the neighbouring bower of roses to sport in 
so fair a nest of bHss: on such a pillow man might dream 
of paradise, and realise his heaven. Still holding up her 
gfarments to her waist, she approached the brink, and peered 
with inquiring eyes into the dusky glades, and started. It 
was only the nightingale tuning a soprano note, and re- 
hearsing for his midnight serenade. She now laughed at 
her fears, and let down her robes, and touched with an 
extended foot the surface of the flood, stirring it into stringp^ 
of beady bubbles, then, slightly shuddering, walked into the 
stream. Her long golden hair in drooping festoons down 
from her back fell into the water, gilding the ripples as a 
sunshine. As a naiad, she played with the waves, patting 
them with an arch coyness, pleased to be toyed and kissed 
when they leaped and bobbed about her bust to reach her 
ruby lips: and when she rose from her bath, not more 
beautiful than she was Aphrodite emerging from the crystal 
of the ocean, attended by the graces, and wafted by the 
zephyrs to the myrtle shores of her beloved Cyprus. 

David saw all this, and was entranced, throbbing with an 
ecstacy bewildering, almost maddening. He marked the 
spot with a fixed regard, forgetful of aught else, until it 
was vacant of its idol: the woman, or the goddess, he knew 
not which, had departed. AU night long he remained upon 
that terraced roof. The glittering stars were above lidm, 
with the secrets of infinitude in the abyss, and myriads of 

I 

invisible spirits were around him, flying past in the flutter 
cf the wind; but he had no \>bo\v^\A ioT \^<^xii. Hia whole 
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sonl was filled with that peerless being, and her surpassing 
loveliness; and to and fro with agitated steps, he walked 
from balustrade to parapet, leaning over sometimes to gaze 
more intently on the pool, expecting every moment that she 
might come there again. Infatuate fool! How insane is 
love! How extravagant the admiration of the beautiful! 
Yet how delicious is the phrenzy! One dream of bliss is 
worth a life of sanity. His imagination, however, required 
not to whisper to his memory voluptuous suggestions; the 
recollection of her charms was self-sufficient for his happi- 
ness, and, like a bird of Paradise, it never rested on the 
earth, but wandered through a heaven of wonders. Mean- 
while Bathsheba had retired to her couch in her dwelling, 
where she found a repose denied to him, but which was to 
be the last she herself was to know for many weeks. 

As soon as the dawn appeared, dappling the zenith with 
rose and crimson down, and the topaz sunshine burst Hke an 
atmosphere from the summit of the Moab hills, David 
descended to his chamber, and, clapping his hands, sum- 
moned his Ethiopian slaves. Of them he inquired who 
lived in the mansion with a walled garden, planted with a 
thick growth of trees, and containing the marble fountain. 
'' That is the dwelling of Uriah, a captain in the army of 
Joab," answered Baba, grinning with an expression of 
habitual contentedness. ''But Uriah is in Ammon," 
remarked the monarch. "Who is the lady that occupies 
the house at present?'' ^^That lady must be his wife, 
Bathsheba,'' responded Mivarra, whose sole idea was implicit 
obedience to his master. " Uriah has no mother, nor sister," 
added Kitannia. ** G-o you, Kitannia," resumed David, ^' and 
tell the lady that I would speak to her. The King of Israel 
commands her attendance at the palace." 

Bathsheba was announced, and invited to enter the 
aodienoe chambetr. With dignity, and g;taA^, «sA t(^^<^^ 
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bashfulness^ she advanced, and saluted lier sovereign, 
placing both, hands over her heart, which so palpitated that 
some rose leaves were by the motion shaken off from the 
bouquet on her breast. Ashamed of her agitation, she looked 
down on the ground, with those downcast lids, which are the 
veU of the tender soul. David had not been deceived; his 
vision had not beheld, nor his fancy fashioned, a shape more 
lovely than the lady before him. Seldom does the reality 
attain to the perfection of our imaginings: in this instance 
nature had modelled her work without a fault, and left 
nothing for the taste to desire, or the judgment to condemn. 
In the presence of such charms he felt reproved and chas- 
tened : his evil thoughts slunk cowards from her gaze. He 
was abashed, and sought to abandon his purpose, and in the 
conflict between Jove and honour was perplexed and con- 
foimded. The pulses in his temples throbbed, his cheeks 
flushed, and an electric spasm held him imder its thrilling 
control. He coxdd not collect his thoughts, his voice was 
too much choked with his f eelingfs to give them utterance. 
All deep emotions are silent, and his he could express only by 
a sigh — a sigh prof ound— of reproach and penitence. Avert- 
ing his face from her, whom he dreaded during that moment 
as a striped tiger, or a spotted snake, he stared vacantly 
about, bewildered with shame; lust subdued by beauty, 
awkward as a peasant boy. How sublime and mighty is 
innocence! How awfol conscience enthroned, like God, 
omnipotent on the earth, as in the heavens ! '* Is the king, 
my lord, sick?" inquired Bathsheba, with an earnest sym- 
pathy, in a tone soft as the dulcet notes of a flute, and sweet 
as the perfume of flowers. The spell was broken. "Yes, 
very iU, Bathsheba ! " returned the monarch : "but it is thy 
beauty that is my complaint : the passions that rage within 
me are the sickness of my soul. When I first saw thee I 
was inoMned to rail that thou ^ext ix\aA<& «o <2^Tsi<d^« and that 
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it was a sin to love thee. Who can describe what he felt 
when he first viewed the sunshine, or the stars ! And now 
when I look on thee, though I know that it is a crime, so 
fair thou art, that I would stake my hopes of heaven for 
thee. Though I atone the offence with ages of suffering, 
not hell shall snatch thee from me." The lady turned pale, 
and became frightened at his violence. '^ Thy radiant charms 
my heart inspire with rapture," he resumed ; "each glorious 
feature is beaming with divinity. Come, let me fold thee 
in my arms ! " And he approached, trembling with passion, 
timid, and irresolute, yet rude, and unloosed her zone: no 
joy is perfect where there is no fear. She heard his pleaded 
reasons unapproved; yet yielded, secretly seduced by his 
flattering encomiums, for she was vain ; and, being ambi- 
tious, was not loth in her disgrace and shame to have a 
monarch for her paraniour. The iutoxicating delirium of 
love they tasted in a paroxysm inexpressible, a whirlpool of 
the feelings, such as wreck oftimes the soul, As on her 
quivering lips he impressed a kiss, it lingered there, and 
seemed endowed with life, to fiU and sweU her heaving 
bosom, and to spread itself through her face and neck, kind- 
ling a glow of crimson delights, the dawn of a fierce noon- 
tide of bHss. As a bee that hovers over the opening bloom, 
whose sweets it seeks to plunder, so his swimming eyes 
floated about her, as she lay reclined, supported by his arms 
that shook with hottest ardour. For as flames will flicker 
with the force of heat, and as galvanic currents stir the flesh 
till muscles start, nerves tingle, sinews jerk, and the very 
marrow creeps, so love the frame with frantic transports 
shakes. Btit God was there, a fathomless mystery, even 
then smiting their consciences with secret terror; but in the 
excitement and flush of their pride and lust they feared Him 
•not. From off His own high altar of eternal justice, where 
sin is atoned before the meicy-aeat ol \Ni<& ^c\^ dl^^^<^<i 
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He took a living coal, whose incandescent ash consumes not 
as it bums, and dropped it on their hearts. 

David detained her in his harem the whole of that day 
till the darkness of nighty when he committed her to the 
charge of Kitannia^ the chief of his negroes, who loved his 
master as his own life, aiid who safely escorted the lady to 
her home. But they passed not unobserved. There was 
one who had marked them, and who scowled with a maU- 
cions smile at the sight. These interviews were frequently 
repeated, and were followed by their natnral consequences. 
Bathsheba proved pregnant, and communicated the incident 
to David, who was much annoyed, because his guQt wonld 
be likely to be discovered, especially as her husband was absent 
at the wars. So he resolved to send for Uriah, that he might 
cohabit with his wife, and bear the paternity of the child. A 
courier was despatched to Joab, who immediately acquainted 
his captain with the wishes of the king that he would forth- 
with return to Jerusalem with his messenger. Uriah was a 
bluff soldier, and grumbled that he should be obliged to 
forego the excitement of the siege, and the dangers of the 
impending battles. Growling, he left the field, and, discon- 
tented, he arrived at the capital; for outside the city-gate a 
man accosted him, and briefly whispered into his ear his 
suspicions about the intimacy between his wife and David. 
It was Shimei, a Benjamite, who from his devotion to the 
fanuly of Saul hated the present ruler of Israel with a 
terrible intensity. The courier conducted his charge to the 
palace, and David inquired of Uriah about Joab and his 
generals, and the operations of the army, and, dismissing 
him, remarked in a friendly manner: " Now return to thy 
house, and wash thy feet, and repose thee, for thou must be 
tired. How glad Bathsheba will be to see thee! I will send 
after thee savoury messes from my own table," — a great 
oompliment then from a Bovetetigut^^^ «>\]b^«fi^ 



THE SHEPHERD KINO. 171 

Uriah, however, never left the precincts of the palace, but 
spread his mat in the portico, and slept among the servants. 
Next morning Elittania^ who had been watching him^ told 
the king that Uriah had never visited his dwelling, nor seen 
Bathsheba. David was disconcerted. "What can have 
detained him here? why did he not go home?" he exclaimed. 
" I know not,*' retnmed the slave, " but he seems to be sullen 
and morose." ''Bring him here!" ordered the monarch. 
"Why," demanded David of the sturdy warrior, "didst thou 
not pass the night in thine own house ?" Uriah drew himself 
up with a proud and manly air, and answered: '^ The ark of 
the Lord abides in a tent in Zion, and Joab and the hosts of 
Israel lie encamped on the bare ground. Shall I then dwell 
in a house, eat rich viands, drink fine wines, and toy and 
dally with my wife? No, an honest soldier disdains such 
effeminate pleasures and luxuries." "Thou hast spoken 
bravely," remarked David. "Do as thou desirest. But tarry 
here to-day, and to-morrow I will let thee depart." Mean- 
while the monarch consulted with KitrfmTiia how to accom- 
plish his design. " Make him drunk," suggested the negro, 
" and when he is helpless we will carry him to Bathsheba." 
** An excellent idea!" ejaculated David. "I will adopt it." 

Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day, visiting his 
friends, but never called upon his wife; and on the next a 
sumptuous repast was prepared at the orders of David, to 
which were invited the whole of his wives — not excepting 
Hichal, his grown-up sons and daughters, Abiathar the 
priest, and Nathan the prophet, to do honour to the distin- 
guished warrior from the camp of Israel. As the male 
guests entered the palace, the thongs of their sandals were 
unloosened, and their feet washed in silver basins with 
golden wine perfumed with balsams, and their beards 
fumigated with censers of frankincense; while the ladiea^ 
although thej had already in tYieVi pra^uXa >oQi\A<»a^ 
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anointed their arms and breasts and necks with ointment 
of spikenard, and sprinkled their bodies lavishly with 
scented waters, yet dipped the hems of their scarfs and the 
red henna-dyed tips of their fingers into Tases of odorif erons 
essences, standing on sideboards of ninrrhine marble in the 
antechamber. Silver dishes containing the choicest viands, 
filagree baskets filled with cakes and sweetmeats, and 
beakers of gold on stands of alabaster, liolding the most 
esteemed liquors, were placed on the table. Whatever the 
season had ripened or preserved was gathered there, nor 
was there wanting the aftermath of the orchard in the 
fibaest specimens of dried fruit. There were dates — ^the 
produce of the plains of Jericho, where, the rich soil candied 
the pulp into a honey; the figs had been grown in the 
gardens of Hebron, and were embalmed in their own sweet^ 
ness; from the vineyards of Engedi had been plucked the 
grapes that in drying had retained their bloom perfect, as 
it were the breath of summer still lingering upon them; 
on the banks of the Jordan had been raised the almonds, 
then esteemed, as now, for their delicate taste and fine 
aroma; and the apples, tinted with crimson and gold, were 
of the same sort as afterwards comforted the Shulamite 
damsel, when stayed with flagons, she lay under the shadow 
of her darling and was sick of love. There were bowls of 
fine Egyptian porcelain, with a lotus or a fish enamelled on 
the concave surface, so that when water or any transparent 
liquid was poured within, they seemed to float and swim in 
their native element; and cups of glass of the most exquisite 
workmanship, on which were represented birds or butterflies 
of brilliant colours through the whole thickness of the 
ware, the same pattern exactly on the inside as on the out- 
side. All the vessels were crowned with garlands, and rich 
musky flowers were scattered about on the floor, to exhale 
fragrajice and captivate t^ieVc &en&^ m\)\i «. sweet delight. 
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With wreaths of roses and myrtle entwined around their 
brows^ and strings of white lilies suspended around their 
necks, the company feasted, and pledged to each others' 
healths in mulled and spiced wines, in the sherbet of pome- 
granates and palms, in sparkling nectar, cooling syrups, and 
flaming juleps, until their hearts were quite healed of sorrow. 
The repast finished, servants brought in basins and ewers of 
water for washing, pots of pounded lupins and almonds as 
absorbents of grease, and natron and hyssop for detergents, 
to scour their hands and purify them from foulness. The 
party remained at table to continue the pleasures of social 
intercourse, enlivened with wit and humour and the narra- 
tion of tales and anecdotes.. David led the conversation, 
and animated their mirth by frequently passing the wine, 
always from the right hand to the left, according to the 
course of the sun. Snatching his harp, in a hilarious mood 
he struck the chords with a brisk air, and chanted with his 
fine voice the following ode: — 

Come, strike the harp ! let mirth awhile 
Chase all our cares, our griefs beguile. 

O bring the rosy wine! 
And let the %ht of woman's smile 

Around the glasses shine ! 

When sackcloth round the heart is spread, 
And dust is cast on sorrow's head, 

And life's a deathful pain, 
Drink but this cup, and from the dead, 

Thou'lt rise to life again ! 

Seduced by music's pleasing spell, 
Emotions soft our bosoms swell ; 

When words are far too weak 
The tender thoughts of love to tell. 

Let melting music speak ! 

When hosts adoring wave the palm. 
And raise with holy joy the psalm. 

When bursts on high the choir ; 
As incense sweet from nard and balm, 

Our thoughts to heaven aspViQ. 
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Suomu^ on wings of bamkonj. 
Oar sools are lifted to the d^. 

And bonie frmn 6|Jiere to q»hen^ 
TUl, lost in boundlesB ecataaj. 

Celestial aoDgs we hew! 

The Terse was oommended, bat the mugic was extolled 
beyond panegyric; yet pnuse could scarcely be hyperbolic 
which was so well desezred. After a short interval of 
social conTerse, the guests were again plied with wine, and 
Kitannia was ordered to fill a large bumper for Uriah, and 
to be particularly attentire to its frequent replenishment. 
A general wish was expressed to hear the burly soldier sing. 
^ I only remember a ditty/' replied the warrior, ^ taught 
me when I was a child by my nurse. It is only fit to amuse 
boys and girls." " Let us hare it all the same," entreated 
David. " I win endeavour to comply/' responded Uriah, and 
thus began, jingling in a ludicrous manner a rough accom- 
paniment on a lyre : — 

There was once a wee bee, a sitting near me, 

With a heigh-ho ! 
And she would coll sweets from the flowers for me. 
And melt like bees-wax, all from kissing of me. 

With a heigh-ho, and a heigh-ho ! 

Toong maids must many ! 

The guests were highly pleased, and burst into laughter. 
Uriah continued, with gestures still more provocative of 
merriment : — 

And I said to this bee, if a worker you'll be, 

With a heigh-ho ! 
And store in your cells loads of nectar for me, 
I will make you the qaeen of my hive, pretty bee ! 

With a neigh-ho, and a heigh-ho! 

Toung maids must many ! 

Then answered she me, Fm inclined to agree, 

With a heigh-ho 1 
But if I'm to work, and make honey for thee, 
In return, thou must be kind and faithful to me^ 

With a heigh-ho, and a heigh-ho ! 

Toung maids must marry. 
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But this bee, who loved me, is now wicked and sly, 

With a heigh-ho ! 
She gave me a sting, and she made me cry ; 
But her hone y^s so sweet, J cannot but sigh. 

With a heigh-ho, and a heigh-ho ! 

Young maids must marry ! 

* 

The droll whine with which he drawled out the three last 
lines set the whole board in an uproar, aU. but David, who 
looked gloomy and abstracted. At the pressing instance of 
the ladies, the singer recommenced, but sang a new version 
of the ballad. 

There was once a wee bird sitting up on a tree, 

With a heigh-ho ! 
She was talking of love, and a praising of me ; 
But now she scorns me, and is praising of thee. 

With a heigh-ho, and a heigh-ho ; 

Young maids must marry ! 

And this bird beside me was perched on a bough. 

With a heigh-ho ! 
We were laughing, and joking, and jeering, I vow ; 
We were billmg and cooing— I will show vou how, 

With a heigh-ho, and a heigh-ho! 

Young maids must marry ! 

Here the rough soldier, pretending to be intoxicated, 
threw his arms over Michal's neck, who was sitting next 
him, and kissed her with a loud smack. Fun and frolic now 
ran riot, amidst manifestations of approval. Nor was Saul's 
daughter at aU displeased ; and when she turned towards 
her first husband and saw him sullen and discomposed, she 
felt quite glad. The tumult of voices in high glee having 
subsided, Uriah finished his rhymes. 

But a hawk, neither himgered by frost nor by drought, 

With a hei^-ho ! 
Spied a nest in a coppice, while prying about. 
And pounced on this wren when her robin was out, (1) 

With a heigh ho, and a heigh-ho ! 

Young maids must marry! 

(1) To the reader or critic who may object to the introduction oC 
the Aryan myth of ** God Almighty's cock, and \i€vi^^ *yq^ X^vt 
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The whole company congratulated the performer, and 
thanked him warmly for the entertainment he had afiforded 
them; aU rose to their feet but David, who, seated at the 
head of the table, was disconcerted and inclined to be angry. 
To conceal his emotions he reached a bowl of strong 
metheglin, and quaffed it off at a draught ; but the honeyed 
nectar tasted as bitter as wormwood. Uriah had secretly 
observed his every movement and gesture, and concluded 
from the spectacle of distress exhibited by him that th^ 
sinister revelations of his friends had some foundation in 
truth. He was invited still oftener to drink, and never 
refused, and to the surprise of Kitannia was not the 
least affected by the copious potations. "His stomach 
must be made of bronze!*' thought the negro. The 
monarch, roused to exasperation, joined in the heavy 
debauch, swallowing glass for glass with his guest, th^ 
drunkard's tally, till he became inebriated and perfectly 
overpowered. Nathan had already retired from the ban- 
quet, where he had discovered unexpected secrets, and 
gained unwelcome intelligence. Abiathar, being left in 
charge of the festive board, broke up the revels ; and Uriah 
walked steadily away from the room, composed and sober, 
and spread his mat as before, and slept soundly till the 
mom. 

"The man is dangerous," mused David to himself; *'he 
has detected my offence : he is brave, and will fear nothing 
to expose me and punish my depravity. I must get rid of 
him." "Bring my tablets," said he, calling to Kitannia. 

Shemitic land of Palestine, I would suggest the substitution of 
dove and pigeon. The line would then read — 

And pounced on this dove when her pigeon was out. 

Nursery rhymes cannot be expected to be correct authorities on 
ornithological subjects. The two dozen blackbirds, which were 
baked in a pie, could scarcely after that fiery ordeal have been 
abie to fling. Yet we are aasuxod they did so. 
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The faithful servant^ ever ready and delighted to obey 
orders, fetched them immediately. With an iron style the 
monarch scratched some characters upon a thin polished 
slab of stone, and deposited it in a casket of silver which he 
locked with a spring, the secret of which he had entrusted 
to the knowledge of Joab. " Give this casket to Uriah," he 
continued, "and bid him depart at once for the camp of 
Israel, and deliver it to his commander. Salute him with 
respect, and teU him that I shall be mindful of his services 
to the state." 






■& 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

The spectre of Uriah appears to Dayid. — Nathan reproaches him 
for his adultery. — ^The death of Uriah on the field of battle, 
where the Jews are repulsed. -j^Daptnre of Babbah. 

A FEW days hence, while David was alone, sitting in that 
chamber of his harem where he had accomplished the ruin 
of Bathsheba's virtue, pondering on the fatal tablet he had 
despatched to Joab, a low moan, scarcely audible, breathed 
in the air of the apartment, like the anthem of the wind 
sounding through the chinks of a door. " It is a perfect 
calm ! " exclaimed he, looking into the garden. " But the 
clouds are black, and bronzed with thunder. The cry I 
heard was perhaps the calling of the storm." As he spoke 
the last words a sudden gust blew columns of dust in the 
air, blinding the sun which grew blood-red, and drove the 
sand against the window, so that he closed the lattice. 
Ketuming to his seat, he saw before him in the darkened 
room, a shape, but without a form, moving, but without a 
noise, with the likeness of Uriah, a shadowy outline, but 
with a figure and features. He gazed hard into the gloom, 
and trembled^ and, though trembling, gazed. There it was 
perceptible, charming with a mysterious fascination his 
vision that dared not turn away from its terror. Fixed he 
stood, and strained intently to pierce the object, his scalp 
creeping, his hair stiffening, his nerves tingling, his bones 
shaking. " Bath-she-ba ! " whispered a voice, so faint and 
plaintive, it might have been the echo of his own remorseful 
thoughts, or the vibration of his own shudder; and the 
phantom vanished. Still he stood, rooted to the spot, speU- 
bound, yet strengthened Btiangely by his fears into a super- 
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hmuan energy, ready to dare the worst. All was silent and 
dajrkness again. With a long deep inspiration that almost 
trembled into a sob, he returned to consciousness, as we 
awake in our sleep from a frightful nightmare. At first the 
throbs of thought shimmered along his brain, as daylight 
flickers through a mist, and, then flashing vividly, burned it 
as with the touch of lightning. 

David was plunged for some time in a profound meditation : 
his dark sin, like a pall, gathered around his soul, where 
reigned, however, neither the stillness nor the peace of the 
tomb; yet was he so absorbed in awful thoughts that he felt 
as if he were dead to the world, and living only in his tor- 
tured conscience. From this penit-ent and humbling trance 
he was disturbed by the entrance of Eitannia, who informed 
him that Nathan had called and wished to speak with him. 
"Conduct him to the audience haU," commanded the 
monarch. " I will f oUow, and be there presently." After a 
few minutes, which he devoted to the aspersion of rose- 
water over his face and temples, to cool his burning head, 
and refresh and cheer his spirits, he joined the prophet, who, 
respectfully saluting him, proceeded to address him thus: *' I 
have a complaint to make to the king, my master. There Were 
two men living in the same town: the one was rich, possessing 
many flocks and herds; the other poor, for he had but a 
single pet lamb, which he had bought with his scant savings. 
But he loved it, and tended it carefully. It ate of his own 
meat and drank of hisjown cup, and lay in his bosom, and 
grew up together with his children, and was unto him even 
as his own daughter. And there came a traveller to visit 
the wealthy lord, who spared to take of his owni sheep and 
cattle to prepare a feast for his friend, but seized the poor 
man's lamb and killed it, and dressed it for the entertain- 
ment." The monarch's rage was kindled. In a tone of violent 
indignation he responded to Nathan's "naitaXIvj^*. **^^>cai^ 
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man shall surely die; and lie shall restore the lamb fourfold, 
because he did this thing, and had no pity." Then Nathan, 
fixing his regard intent upon his sovereign, but with an 
expression more of pity than anger, said these memorable 
words: " Thou art the man!" No thunder could have been 
more dreadful. David instinctively divined the prophet's 
meaning, and, in a beart-quakeof agony, looking up to him, 
thought he beheld the majesty of an archangel denouncing 
his guilt. Before that meek and gentle countenance he 
quailed, as a lark cowers amid the mossy grass when it per- 
ceives the shadow of the hawk. "The Lord, Jehovah," 
continued Nathan, " delivered thee from the persecutions of 
Saul, and anointed thee king over His people, and gave thee 
thy master's house, and the whole of Israel and Judah. 
Thou hast no lack of wives nor children. Moreover, He hath 
exalted thee above the rulers of the neighbouring nations. 
Canaan, Moab, Edom, and much of Syria have acknowledged 
thy sway, and pay thee tribute. What more didst thou 
require ? Wherefore, then, hast thou flung this goodness of the 
Almighty in His face, and despised His commandments: 
' Thou shalt not commit adultery ! Thou shalt not murder!' 
WhJ^ hast thou taken Bathsheba? Why hast thou sent 
away Uriah to be slain by the swords of the Ammonites ? 
Is God a myth? is heaven a mirage? and is immortality a 
shadow? Draw back thy foot from the path where the 
serpent has left its trail." Prostrate the monarch fell on the 
ground, and tore his hair, and clutched his hands together, 
and groaned with sorrow. He realised how horrible is sin, 
and how terrible is remorsdl Notwithstanding this severe 
rebuke from his own servant, David loved and honoured 
Nathan, and admired him the more for the chastisement he 
had inflicted, out of which good was educed, since repentance 
quickly followed the sin, as a rainbow that heralds the pas- 
sage of a storm. 
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When Uriah arrived at the camp he delivered the casket 
to Joab, who retired to his tent to peruse the inscription on 
the tablet. He was astounded when he read the following 
instructions. " Uriah has become hateful in my sight. Set 
him in the front of the battle, where there is most danger, 
that he may perish! Support him not, if pressed hard, but 
leave him to his fate." The commander-in-chief was not 
sorry, on his own account, to get rid of his captain; he was 
jealous of his valour and reputation, and brooked not a rival 
near him. It so happened that the next day had been ap- 
pointed for the first grand assault on Kabbah. The military 
implements and engines had in the meanwhile been con- 
structed, and were ready for use. The battering rams and 
catapults for throwing large stones were moved forward 
during the night, and the pontoons fixed in the streams for 
laying the planks of the bridges upon. When the dawn 
appeared brass gongs were sounded, whose reverberations 
were heard over the whole field, and startled the soldiers from 
their slumbers. They were soon marshalled in their respec- 
tive ranks, and the vanguard was assigned to the command 
of Uriah to begin the battle by an attack on the Syi-ian rein- 
forcements located on a hill-side. Steadily he led his troops 
forward to within a short distance of the enemy, when they 
were ordered to charge. The first lines of the Syrians were 
penetrated by the rapid movement, and the Hebrews were 
inside the intrenchments, when Hanun instructed his 
brother, Shobi, to advance with a large force of Ammonites, 
and commanded the slingers and archers on the walls to 
discharge quick volleys of stoned and arrows. Other Jewish 
regiments were now engaged, and the battle became general. 
But Joab purposely neglected to assist Uriah, and his little 
band, pressed hard by Shobi's battalions; they began to give 
way to the overwhelming masses bearing upon them, whiaK 
Hanun jjerceiving, ordered hia "bodj-gxiai^ Cil Xyorasissaft^ 
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Aiabfl to issue forth from the gate, and placing Tiim g^ lf at 
their head, remarked to his staff his hopes of victory, and 
thus spoke: 

" That broken phalanx, in its foremost lines, 
Beeoils and wavers where the battle joins ; 
Their splintered shields I see ; 
I see their cohorts onailing ; 
I ^ee their courage failing ; 
One straggle mcnre, and Babbah shall be free. 
Bid the ronsing trumpet sound. 
Awake the spirit-stirring fife. 
And, mshing to the glorious strife. 
The Hebrew's power and pride oonfoimd.'' 
The breathing Yalonr floats 
Through the rent air with rattling thunder-notes ; 
While Yengeanee, shrieking horrid deeds. 
Exulting, threatens from the screaming reeds. 
A thousand throbbing hearts rebound. 
And answer &om a thousand throats : 
Lead <m, lead onr! 
Dark Nahash' atml 
For who would bristling dangers shun. 
Let the crayen coward run. 
Who would be that wretched knave 
His ign(Hninious life to save. 
Let him live, an alien's slave. 
Bvt we would rather die ; 

For to ^e brave 
Life is less than liberty. 
Lead on, lead on ! ** 

But louder still the brasen voice 

Of Honour calls the Jews to rise; 
And higher to the echoing ^es 
Rage and Kevenge exdaim, ' Kejoice !' 
Till all the maddened Furies start, 
And goad with snaky whips the reckless driving heart. 
They form again in wedged array. 
And chaise, and cut through hosts their way ; 
While "pi^ aare yeQmg, and the darions bloring. 
And sonm.tariumphant are responsive roaring, 
Horses snorting, bucklers clashing, 
Faulchions gleaming, lances flashmg. 
Their souls impetuous in the onset pouring. 

Swift as the Jordan's torrent (foshingv 
That overflows its sedgy banks, 

Their wild career they headlong urge. 
And rush on Ammon's serried ranks. 
As on the shore drives ocean's surge. 
Uriah leads them <m 
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While terror-striking, ruthless, Doom, 
Perched on nis crested morion. 
Shakes from her glossy sable plume 
The £atal shadow of the tomb. 
Before his death-protending spear 
Affrighted warriors bend and yield, 
As com is trodden in the fielcf. 
When hunters spoil the promise of the year ; 
And circles of the slain were liud 
Around his gore-bedripping blade. 
Till purple grew the verdant sod. 
Where'er his fatal footsteps trod. 
As Moloch, terrible he seems ! 
Amazement petrifies the host, 
Fear in bewilderment is lost, 
Delirious, starts, or frantic, screams. 
From rank to nmk the blue-lipped Panic flies, 
And Carnage clamours with incessant cries. 

But now amiears 
A hero, barely fledged in youthful years. 
With rosy grace and beauty redolent, 
Adonis, in his war-habiliment ; 
But, lurid as the dog-star's glow. 

Fierce anger glutens from his soul ; 
Upon the boastful shouting foe 

He bends a proud disdainful sc6wl ; 
Then calls the flying Syrians back. 
And drives with fury on the plain, as storms impel the rack. 
With iron sinews on the strain. 
The adverse columns join again : 
Spears with lances interweave. 

Swords with hostile swords contend. 
Feathered arrows helmets deave. 

And battle-axes bucklers rend. 
Firmer, and nearer still, the^ meet, 
With t^htened arms, amd stiffened feet. 
Lips ocHnpressed, and teeth close set, 
Sooming danger, dangers threat ; 
The bosses of tkeir targes greet. 

And crash, and cluig, and ring ; 

Then to the onset fierce thcQr spring, 
Their souls exulting in the fray. 
By wild delirium led away. 
Shield to shield, and lance to lance. 
Proudly the rival chiefs advance. 
As, twisted reund a tb«my brake. 
Darts on his prey tiie ftrecKled snake ; 
So, from the kand of Hanun whirled, 
The leaping spear its venom hurled, 
And with its Cang of iron tore 
The neek, «ad li^ed th« Va^AJ^bD^^ tB^it^- 
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CJriah reels, 
A moment stunned, then instant wheels. 
And thrusts his ponderous javelin. 
It snaps against the flinty fold 
Of steel, embossed with burnished gold. 
With crackle loud, and jangling din, 
Tet rends and rives the brittle shield, 
Its fragments scattering through the field. 
And, piercing through the silken vest. 
Inflicts a wound on Hanun's breast. 
Then, swift the desert-chieftain from his thigh 

Snatches his brand, and bounding on his foe. 
His helmet smites with one sharp cleaving blow. 
And lays the stalwart Hebrew warrior low. 
Thus, swooping from the lurid thimder sky, 
With coulter beak, and iron claw,^ 
Scorning the terrors of his gristly jaw. 
His flapping wings, and fiery eyes. 
The impetuous eagle on the dragon flies. 
Wilder the conflict gathers round, 

For fierce the rage, and fell the strife ; 
Death struggles more with stubborn life ; 
More furious rattle on the tempest-footed horse, 
And stamp, and tear, the ground ; 
Alternate legions rush, 
Jostle, and press, and strike, and crush. 
And earth affidghted shakes beneath their thundering course; 
Nor trembles more, when maddened with his woes. 

In hell proud Satan rises in revolt, 
And lava-floods and flaming sulphur throws, 

To quench the lightning and the reeking bolt. 
When, repercussing with the hurtling shocks. 
The very throne of Jah in starry heaven rocks. 
But hush I O hush ! 
I hear a mournful cry ! 
It is a soldier's stifled sigh ; 
I see the tear start sudden in his eye, 
As in his arms the prince of Ammon falls, 
Pale, faint, and gasping, whirling round and round 
His glazing orbs, 
Whose vitsd lustre death absorbs. 
And on his fluttering spirit calls : 

A clammy sweat his brow bedews. 
Where flush and flicker purple hues> 
As welling from his wound 
His life flows on the ground : 
He shakes, and shivers, 
His lip now qidvers, — 
" Hark ! I hear a distemt sound ! ^ 
" It is the shout of victory ! 
The Hebrews fly ! " 
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Intelligence of the repulse of the Israelitish army, and of 
Uriah's deaths was promptly conveyed to David, who received 
it with a secret satisfaction, and replied to Joab's messen- 
gers, " Thus shall ye say to your general : ' The king is not 
enraged, nor yet annoyed.' This disaster, though much to 
be regretted, no doubt could not be helped, and may be 
repaired. We cannot al^rays command success, however we 
may deserve it. But tell him to invest the city closer, to cut 
off all its communications with the surrounding country, so 
as to prevent the supply of provisions entering. Thus will 
he weaken and exhaust the besieged till they siirrender." 

Shobi, who had succeeded his brother on the throne of 
Ammon, possessed not the vigour of intellect nor the watch- 
ful energy of his predecessor; while Joab, rendered more 
cautious by his recent defeat, hazarded no more unequal 
combats, but patiently advanced his works up to the walls, 
which he began to beat down with the tremendous blows of 
his heavy rams. He took the lower town, or faubourg, 
situated on the banks of the river, but the city itself, inside 
the walls, with the citadel, still held out. Knowing it would 
please David to have the reputation, and enjoy the honour, 
of its capture, he despatched a swift herald with the follow- 
ing message : " I have made a breach in the fortifications. 
Collect all the spare forces of Israel, and come immediately, 
lest it be said Joab was the conqueror of Kabbah." Hence 
David made a rapid march with what reinforcements he 
could muster, and on his arrival ordered a simultaneous 
assault to be made on every side, and captured the place. 

From the head of Shobi, whose life was spared on the 
payment of a large ransom, they took his tiara of gold, of 
the weight of a talent, adorned with precious stones, and set 
it on the brows of David: the value of that crown is esti- 
mated to have been worth more than J67000. The spoils 
were immense; but the cruelUea perpetat«.\jft^ oti Nis^<^ ^^aajL- 
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CHAPTER XVn. 

David marries Bathsheba, who bears him a son. — ^The death of 
that child. — Amnon commits a rape upon his sister Tamar. — 
Absalom revenges the afEront by assassinating him, and then 
flies to Gkshnr. 

Aftbb TJriah'8 death. Bathsheba wept bitterly, and sinoerelj^ 
for ahe admired the- brave man, and for a while was discon- 
■Qlat& But when the usual period ai mourning was ended, 
and Dayid sent for her, she forgot her bereavment, and 
responded to the call with alacrity, with love in her eyes, 
sweet promise on her Hps, and nature's seductive music 
playing in the flutter of her heart. Why should it, so fuU of 
Kvely emotions, be longer consecrated to the dead? She 
was no sombre elm nor melancholy cypress, barren of fruit; 
but a gorgeous oleander, rejoicing in green foliage, and 
brilliant with the magnificence of flowers. The wish of 
nature may be virtue's choice* In consenting to become 
his q>ou8e, she but ratified openly what her wayward ambi- 
tion had already swayed her surreptitiously to do : she but 
legalised her aspirations, and crowned her desires with 
honour; she was now the respectable wife, instead of the 
Bhamefol harlot. She was fond of show and ostentation, 
and vain of her personal charms, and proud of their influ- 
Cjl^ce; yet was she also affectionate, and attached to David 
with an elegant tenderness, which touched his heart, and 
supplanted her other rivals there. The good and kind 
Abigail was neglected for the stately yet gentle Bathsheba. 
If oire refined in her manners, more dignified in her deport- 
ment, she was bom to be a queen; and, in reigning over 
David's soul^ she aoon influenced bis ooTmca^B, «aA T\i\!^ 



188 THE SHEPHERD KIKG. 

abeolate sovereign oyer the whole nation: so potent is 
beanty when accompanied by an amiable sagacity. 

To crown the happiness of their union, Bathsheba gave 
birth to a son. Bnt the babe was delicate daring the first 
three months, for he had been bom in the depth of a severe 
winter, the rigour of which his tender frame was unable to 
bear. It was a strange child, beaatifnl bat torpid^ a kiss 
incarnate, bat soulless. A smile had never beamed upon its 
coontenance, and its features^ though exquisitely chiselled, 
had no more animation than a flower that is petrified into a 
fossiL There was something wierd in its aspect, like a 
fairy's changeling: its spirit was lying latent, as a rough 
diamond emits no brillianoe until it is 'cut and polished. 
Bathsheba hung around its neck a chain of pearls, with a 
bulla or charm suspended of a bright crimson coral^ heart- 
shaped, on which was cut in relief the sacred beetle, an 
Egyptian emblem of life, in the fond faith it would protect 
him from sickness and death. She would dip her kisses 
into his pale mouth, to warm the cold blood, ani stir it up 
to feel an unknown joy. In vain ! no conscious pleasure 
would answer the maternal caress. Alas ! thought David, 
man, though the lord of the world, is but- an alien on the 
earth. Nature is hostile to the little stranger, and all 
things unfriendly. In his impotent distress he has none to 
save him, nothing to cheer him, nought but his blessed 
mother, and the warmth of her loving breast. So when 
grown up to manhood, he would still be helpless but for the 
protecting arms of his Heavenly Father. ^ 

It was now spring, and the genial weather had recovered 
the babe from its sickly prostration, and every day he grew 
stronger, and more beautiful. Through the half-opened 
lattice they could see the gardens below, gay with a thousand 
flowers, bright embodied dews and sunshine, and the orchards 
covered with a mass oi \Aoom.. livxaXxoA ot splendid fire- 
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onched anemones flamed amidst borders of the orange 
rocus, and pale and purple hyacinths; the chequered colours 
f the tulips glowed like the stained glass in a cathedral 
'indow; the daffodils were crowned with golden tiaras, and 
aunted their heads proudly; and the blue eyes of violets 
rere peeping from their screen of leaves, and darkening 
rith excess of light. The fragrance of honeysuckles, trailed 
n the trellised gable, flitted through the casement into the 
partment where the child was lying in its cradle, and 
•reathed on it, as with the animating breath of God, afresh, 
list then a bulbul, frightened by a harmless lizard, astonished 
o be awaked from its hibernal torpor, flew from its nest in 
n evergreen valonide, and whistled its rapid notes of alarm, 
o shrill, yet so mellow and sweet, that they touched and 
brilled the dumb chord in the heart of the child, and wreathed 
bs curling lips into a smile — its first expression of joy. 
iathsheba snatched it up in an ecstacy and hugged it to her 
K)som till her tears started. She showered her kisses on it; 
he pressed the scarlet leaves of her own lips upon his, and 
pread out his till they appeared to be two opening pome- 
granate buds embracing. It began to shake with glee, and 
trive to babble in answer to her prattling endearments, till 
ts little heart, and its mother's too, seemed like to burst. 
>avid was fascinated with the tender scene, and seizing a 
ute, sang these verses suggested by the occasion: — 

Sweet bud of beauty ! in the winter's cold 

That scarcely daredst the opening germs of life, 
With timid struggle in the doubtful strife, 
Leaflet by leaf unfold; 
Is it the frolic zephyr, flown 

From eglantine, or myrtle bowers. 
That flatters on thy cheek of snowy down. 
And balmy kisses showers ? 

Is it the twinkle of a new-bom star, 

In a fire-harnessed chariot headlong driven 
By Time, swift footed, down the cope of heaven, 
Through crystal worlda aiar. 
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That lighting on thy cherub face, 
"With rs^diant ether redolent, 
Stirs with its flashing torch each smiling grace, 
And placid lineament? 

Is it the touch of flower-distilling dew, 
Leaving its home amid the fleecy skies, 
A brighter sunshine in thine azure eyes, 
A purer heaven to view, 
That liberates the imprisoned thought 
Immured in unessential night. 
And the dark shadow of the abyss of nought 
Transfigures into light ? 

What ripples then the calm of that fair brow? 
Why glows the ruby on thy parted lips. 
Where hovering joy ambrosial nectar sips 
Deep from the heart below ? 
Is it because an angel near, 

Arrayed in gorgeous majesty. 
Reveals in whispers to thy ravished ear 
The wonders of the sky ? 

Tes ; in thy dreams of halcyon peace he tells 
The simny secrets of a sapphire land. 
Of fields elysian, shores of golden sand, 
Where Love eternal dwells. 
Where Hope is never seen to mourn. 
Nor Bliss to heave the stolen sigh. 
Nor Pleasure, woimded by her flowery thorn. 
Is ever doomed to die. 

Where Innocence no longer dreads the frown 
Of awful Justice, with his sword and rod ; 
But Mercy pleads before a goyeious Grod 
For errors not heir own; 
And Pity smiles so sweet thiat Hate, 

If Hate were there, would smooth his scowl, 
Vengeance, disarmed, resign his purposed threat, 
And Anger hush his howl. 

Where Beauty at the thought of faded charms 
Forgets to shed the unavailing tear. 
Nor trembles more, when him she holds most dear, 
Is locked within her arms : 
Where sire no more his son regrets, 

Tansfixed by Death's triumphant dart, 
Nor for her babe the frantic mother frets, 
Here found, no more to part. 

Where the lone heart, on earth that ever pined 
For forms of lo\reliness to please his eye. 
Will blooming shapes celestial round espy. 
To captivate his mind. 
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With Tirtues pure, and graces mild. 
And faith so firm it cannot faint, 
With the sweet trustful fondness of a child. 
And fervour of a saiut. 

Around the Throne of Love God throws a veil, 
To hide His glory from our mortal sight, 
Lest our dim vision, blinded bv the l^ht, 

To see His face would fail. 
But when the trumpet-sound of fate 

Shall call the startled dead to rise, 
To the elect will angels ope the gate 
Of Heaven's blissful skies. 

When smiles an infant in its sleep. 

Be sure its guardian angel's near, 
Cpmmissioned there his watch to keep, 

And whisper music in its ear. 

The child grew more and more lovely, and more and more 
engaging, with its ourling tresses shining like yellow silk, 
and its musical pratUe of articulate sounds, whose meaning 
well its mother understood. It was now a year old, and 
could walk, and pleased it seemed to be able to control its 
own movements — ^the first step of self-reliance; no young 
bird ever fluttered its pinions, scarcely fledged, with greater 
delight. One eve they laid it in its little crib, and kissed 
its dosed eyelids, heavy with sleep, and committed their 
cherub to the care of its guardian angel. The lattice was 
left unclosed, for the air was soft and balmy, and myriads 
of stars were peeping out on that scene of domestic felicity; 
but there came at midnight a sharp frost — the nuldew of 
infancy. Bathsheba woke^ roused by a frightful dream. 
She got up and lit the lamp, like another Psyche, to look at 
her Love, and be imhappy! A dog in the court yard below 
the window set up a dismal howl; it had seen a spirit, the 
phantom of Death. Shuddering at the evil omen, the poor 
mother feared, although her heart was bleeding, to approach 
her darling; for a moment she stood irresolute; an incipient 
swoon numbed her senses; but her maternal love prevailed 
over the presentiments of terror, and she &pr\u:\.^ lorr^^^^ 
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to the cot. Her babe was paralysed. More stolidly 
insensible than it had ever been before, it gazed at her 
vacantly and fixedly. She gently shook it; it moved not 
to her pressure. She took it up in her arms, and found 
its limbs stiff, and thought it was dead, and was about to 
shriek, when the child moaned, and she sobbed in unison. 

When the sad intelligence was communicated to David, 
he was smitten with a grief so intense, it could find no vent 
in words: there are groans that wring the brain, unheard, 
whose agony none can express. He regarded the child's 
sickness as his own punishment, and the thought inflicted 
a new sting on his sufferings. He fasted, and lay all night 
on the bare ground, and prayed hard for its restoration to 
health; and when the officials of his household besought 
him to rise and take some food, he obstinately refused. Kor 
would he approach Bathsheba to offer her consolation, nor 
dared he look upon the babe; the sight would have stabbed 
him to the heart! what murderer dares to gaze upon his 
victim? As for the poor mother, nature's instinct taught 
her maternal duties, which she fondly fulfilled; and she 
found some comfort from the hope that perhaps her little 
services might mitigate or relieve the pain of her patient 
darling. At length the child died. Bathsheba's lamenta- 
tions were overwhelming. There she sat, looking at the 
cradle where it lay, and imagining the sweet smile that had 
fascinated her on other days had returned, and was lighting 
up its face, as if its lifeless body was sensible of its spirit's 
happiness. Nathan endeavoured to impress upon her the 
vanity of life, the peace of death, the glory of immortality, 
the virtue of resignation, and the sin of immoderate sorrow, 
which was only rebellion against the will of Q-od. " Trust in 
the Lord," said he, " who has written His name on the 
stars and flowers, so that man may read His glory and His 
love in the heavens and on. tbja e»a!th;" and he sung the 

i 
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ollowing elegy on his harp, in a low soft strain fall o 
.ender melancholy. 

THE ANGEL AND THE CHILD (1.) 

From heaven, on mercy's errand sent, 
An Angel o'er a cradle bent, 
And there, as in a crystal brook. 
On his own image seemed to look. 

" Hail, lovely child ! In thy sweet face 
My own bright lineaments 1 trace, 
O come, and ve will happy be ! 
This di»nal world's unworthy thee. 

Here happiness is never found 
Perfect and pure ; here pleasures wound ; 
Grief mingles with the sense of joy ; 
And sighs voluptuousness alloy. 

At every feast disease sits down, 
Guest of the monarch and the clown; 
Pale fear haunts beauty's nuptial bed : 
In calms the direst storms are bred. 

What shall alarms, and pain, and care, 
Trouble that brow serene and fair? 
Shall sorrow's tears bedim the hue 
Of those soft eyes of sldey blue ? 

No ; to the ethereal realms on high 
Witti me, beloved, thou shalt fly : 
In pity God remits to thee 
Thy term of mortal misery. 

Let none with mournful weeds array ! 
Let nought the darksome grave display ! 
But let them, jovful, greet thy death. 
E'en as they hailed thy first drawn breath ! 

Let thy last moments round thee shower 
As much delight as thy first hour ! 
In innocence thy life has past ; 
Thy happiest hour should be thy last." 

The Angel, shaking then for flight 
His gorgeous wings of dazzling ^ght, 
And pointing upward, quickly fled. 
** Mother, alas ! thy son is dead !" 

When David heard the servants whispering that the 
ihild was dead, he rose from the earth, bathed himself, 

(1.) This is a free translation of Jean Beboul's poeifL ot '* li kvv^ 
it I'Enfant." 
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put on dean apparel, and went into the tabemacle« and 
worshipped. Then he returned to his palace, and broke 
bread, aiid ate hungrily, for he was famished. £itannia 
was surprised to find the monarch so resigned and quiet, 
after his previous profound distress, and remarked to 
his master, '^ How is this ? Thou didst fast and weep for 
the child when it was aliye; but now that it is dead, thou 
dost feast and art satisfied." The afflicted father answered 
with composure, '^I fasted and wept, because I thought 
peradventure Jehovah would listen to my supplications, and 
heal the child. But now that he is dead why should I sor- 
row? Can I bring him back? I shall go to him, but he 
will never return to me." No, not corporeally, but often 
afterwards did that angel, in spirit, visit his father on earth, 
in his waking dreams, and turn his passions from evil, 
touching his breast with holy resolves for good: and still to 
him, and to Bathsheba, did he appear as a cherub-babe, to 
the latest hours of their lives, many years henceforth; for 
the dead, unlike the living, never grow old. 

But David's punishment was but beginning. By the same 
rule, by which he measured to others, was he himself to be 
meted; an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, was to be 
exacted from him. He had committed adultery, and murder, 
and been guilty of revolt against his own conscience, which 
is but the moral authority of God: adultery, murder, and 
rebellion, he was to suffer, perpetrated against himself or 
his own blood, by his own flesh. The enchanter was to be 
bitten by his own charmed serpent. How wonderful is the 
retribution of justice! 

David had a daughter named Tamar, so called because 

she was stately and graceful as a palm, uterine sister to 

Absalom, the handsomest of his sons, as she was the most 

beautiful of his daughters, and of all his family the most 

like to himself. She waa a cbiid verging on puberty ; scarce 
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had her bosom begun to form. Lovely as a spring morn, 
her laughter sounded Hke the music of birds, and told of a 
heart at ease with all the world; joy sparkled on her red lip of 
young delight, and in the blue heaven of her eyes unsha- 
dowed by a doud; yet was she tender and kind: at once 
innocence^ and mirth, and ruth. Amnon, another son, the 
first-bom, but by a different mother, lusted after this sylph- 
like creature, and pretended to be sick. The ugliest of all 
David's children, he inherited his father's evil propensities, 
without his redeeming virtues; for he was cunning, cruel, 
and libidinous. There lay the young satyr on his couch, 
with his ringlets shining with oil, and fragrant with musk, 
his small leering eyes, long, broad, flat nose, with nostrils 
blowing audibly, thick sensual lips always moist, and so 
prominent as to obscure the diminutive chin, and large 
erected ears, like flappers — ^the very countenance typical 
of some aUegorical animal between a swine and a goat. 
David was told of Amnon's illness, and went to visit him. 
"What can I do for thee, my son?" inquired the anxious 
and sympathising parent." " Send me my sister, Tamar, 
that she may knead me a cake, for I cannot eat the 
bread made by my cooks. I am weak for want of food," 
answered the sham patient, in a tone of simulated suffering. 
The kind father complied with his son's wishes, and on his 
return home commanded Tamar to repair to her brother's 
house and dress him meat. In the meantime, Amnon had 
instructed his servants to depart, ordering them out on 
different errands. With a light foot she stepped on the 
threshold, humming a cheerful ditty. She might have been 
taken for the tutelary genius of the dwelling, for a brighter 
being was never formed of Hght, or danced more gaily in 
the rainbow'^ tints : her presence gladdened the chamber as 
the sunshine, entering the cave, gilds the lair of tk^ ^^^^^ 
beast. Amnon ejed her from iuideme«b\i^ "ViAa ^io^c^^*^ ^"t 



196 THE SHEPHERD KING. 

badger-skins, and grinned like a sneering hyena. She 
kindly inquired about his health, and proceeded to execute 
her commission. She took flour, and salt, and honey, 
saffron, and anise seed, and worked them into a mass, and 
baked it in a pah, and when done, turned it out on a dish, 
and presented it to him. To put her off her guard he 
refused to touch it, alleging he was in pain. Af er a few 
moments of counterfeit moaning he expressed himself 
better and relieved , of the spasm, and requested her to hand 
him the cake. When she approached with it, he suddenly 
sprang upon her, clutched her by the waist, and hauled her 
over to the bed. She, trembling with affiight, entreated his 
forbearance in broken acCen^ of agonising distress. " Nay, 
my brother," implored shfe, "do not this folly. Where 
should I hide my shame ?" He pressed his suit with lewd 
licentiousness and wanton ardour. " Speak to the king, our 
father, and he will give me to thee," said the bewildered 
girl, thinking to propitiate his pity, for according to Levitical 
ordinances there was no illegality in the union between 
brothers and sisters. He would listen to no other pleadings 
but those of his own foul desires, and by sheer force accom- 
plished what was denied by innocence and virtue. Satiety 
follows love ; it is its shadow, retaining, however, still its 
image : but loathing is sure to accompany lust ; it is the 
nightmare of false dreams of bliss. Amnon was now 
disgusted with his sister, and hated her as much as he had 
before loved her. Treating her with harshness and indignity, 
he bade her begone. She answered him, resenting his 
conduct, "There is no cause! This evil in sending me 
away is greater than the other which thou hast done : it is 
insult added to injury !" Then the brute called his valet, 
and commanded him to put her out and bolt the door 
after her. Poor Tamar had on a striped garment of 
silk, of different bnHiaiLt coVo\Mca, tha distinguishinfif 
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dress of the king's Tinmarried daughters. This robe she 
rent in tatters in her desperate grief, and collected 
dust from the ground, and cast it on her head, and 
went on her way, crying, to the house of Absolom. " What 
is the matter?" said her commisei-uting brother, for 
he was fond, and also proud of her. She answered not, but 
wept the louder. Then he approached close to her, and 
inquired in a kindly whisper, *' What has happened ?" She 
told him. Absalom was horror-struck, and vowed vengeance 
for the deed. But in order the better to carry out his pur- 
pose, he enjoined silence on his sister. '* Eeturn not to the 
palace, Tamar, but abide here, and I will protect thee from 
further affronts. Hold thy peace; forget what is past; for 
he is thy brother." Such were his counsels to her, but he 
took care not to forget. 

When the news of this crime, now accounted incest among 
civilised communities, was told to David, he was vexed 
beyond measure, and exceedingly wroth with Amnon, and 
humiliated also with the belief that it was a retributive 
punishment for his own adultery, for he looked on it in that 
light; and how truly, let the guilty speak! But Absalom 
was taciturn on the subject, showing the hatred he nursed 
to none, and even passing his brother without manifesting 
hostility. Thus two years passed when Absalom, who owned 
extensive estates at Baal-hazor, bethought him of a plan for 
avenging Tamar's wrongs. He possessed large flocks that 
grazed on the surrounding hiUs, and, as the season for sheep- 
shearing was approaching, he repaired to Jerusalem, and 
entreated his father to be present at an entertainment he 
intended to give on the occasion, " And let all my brothers 
come!" he added. "Nay, my son," replied David, "we must 
not aU go, we should be too great a charge." " Grant me 
this favour, my dear father!" pleaded Absalom. "I cannot 
attend, I have pressing a&irs oi BtieA/e" TO^NtTistL^ Hh^s^ 
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monarch. ''But you can inyite my sons." ^'i^nd Amnon 
too?" inquired Absolom, with a hesitation rather suspicious, 
which excited David's notice, who sharply retorted, " Why 
should Anmon be of the party?" "Because his absence 
would be remarked," observed Absalom, ''and it would be 
said, if I did not ask him, that I am spiteful, and if he did 
not honour the festival, that he feared me. Brothers ought 
to be friends, and bear no maUce." This last insinuation 
disarmed the king, and he consented to his son'/i wishes. 

On the day appointed, the whole of the sons and adult 
daughters of David, mounted on their sure-footed mules, 
repaired to the dwelling of Absalom, situated on the slope 
of a hillock, and so embowered in the midst of groves as to 
be almost concealed from view by the thick foliage of bushes 
and verdurous trees. In the valley below ran a winding 
stream, in which the sheep had been washed the previous day ^ 
the water was now clear again, showing the coloured pebbles 
at the bottom, glistening like gems. On the banks were 
blue flags and marsh-marigolds reflected broken into a thou- 
sand forms by the motion of the rippling flood, like the 
figures of a kaleidoscope, and reeds and rushes, whispering 
and sighing; and where the pools were deep were patches of 
water-lilies floating, ever looking up in serene contempla- 
tion of the heavens. The spray of the wavelets, the patter- 
ing shower, the descending dew, would fall in drops on the 
green leaf and the white chalice, and, forming for a moment 
a beaded coronal, fall off again as quickly ; but the leaf and 
the chalice were never wet, but pure as innocence, and bright 
as virtue. In a large shed the clipping of the wool was 
going on amid the bleating of a thousand ewes, and the 
plaintive answers back of their frightened lambs, and the 
scamper of refractory wethers who sought to escape the 
dreaded operation, but in vain. The shearing finished, they 
e driven off to their past\aQ&, «Aid away they scudded, 
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dattermg their hoo& on the hard dry soil, like the Bound of 
the driving of chariots, and raising donds of dust, like a 
sandstorm in the desert, along their line of march. 

The sun was now setting behind the coast ridges that 
bound the plain of Sharon, in vermilion, and orange, and 
ochre, and safi&on, and amber, shading off towards the 
zenith to an apple-green, and every prismatic hue, mellow 
and pure,transcending poet's thought to describe, or painter's 
skill to limn, a fit throne for the gorgeous majesty of Jehovah; 
and in the sea of molten gold was sailing the crescent moon, 
the barque of some archangel sent on a divine mission to 
this end of the universe. At the base of the encircling 
mountains, especially towards the opposite point, and along 
the course of the brook light airy fogs were rising, the 
sacrificial smoke of earth's altar in reverential homage to 
her Ood. Soon a planet appeared, faint in lustre in the 
painted twilight, but every moment getting clearer, followed 
by Arcturus, and Orion with his belt and sword, the sweet 
influence of the Pleiades, Aldebaran flaming like a ruby in 
the forehead of the Bull, and the lurid Dog-star; and when 
the last solar tinge had vanished, the whole host of the 
firmament twinkled with innumerable eyes, brighter still 
and larger, as if the heavens were descending nearer to the 
earth to hold communion with man, and watch his doings. 

After their labours done, mirth was allowed his holiday. 
A torch-light procession was inaugurated through the fields, 
around the homestead. Decorated with chaplets of wild 
fiowers, the red poppy, the white ox-eye, and the bluet, they 
stepped lightly on the dew-gemmed grass to the music of 
the pipe and tabors, and then they entered the house and 
sat down to supper. Boisterous was the merriment of the 
scions of royalty, while feasting on dainties, and quaffing 
goblets of mead and wine. They chanted jovial odes in 
praise of youth and beauty, and Absalom ccm^xx^oroXj^Hfik '^^ 
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entertainment of his guests by singing the following verses, 
which were much approved of by the company, and espe- 
cially admired by the damsels : — 

O taste this cup of nectar bright, 
That flames and glows with Uving light! 
The bubbling beads will leap to sip 
The perfume from thy ruby hp. 

Distilled from balmy air and dew, 

Drop after drop the Uquid grew; 

Its virtues then the sun to crown 

A subtle fire &om heaven brought down. 

The draught will cheer thy drooping soul. 
There's healing balsam in the bowl. 
"Who drinks forgets to feel his pain, 
Restored to conscious bliss agam. 

Blushes and sighs and raptures seem 
Within the sparkling glass to beam; 
And frohc kisses float and swim, 
Watching for kisses round the brim. 

Like rain to parched and withering flower, 
Like sunshine when the tempests lower, 
And like the smile that's seen through tears. 
Are the dear joys this nectar bears. 

At a signal, preconcerted with his servants, Absalom rose 
and cried oat, "Smite Amnon!^' A dozen swords flew 
from their scabbards, and were sheathed in the body of 
the wretch. The other sons of David and their sisters, 
expecting a similar fate, rushed to the doors, upsetting 
the cups and vases on the table, and the chairs and 
stools on their way out. Wild was their alarm; fear gave 
them strength to hurtle and jostle each other. Quickly 
they moimted their mules and fled, pursued, however, (Hily 
by their own terrors. Absalom had gratified his resent- 
ment and was satisfied. He had no reckoning to exact 
from his other brothers, whom he tried to re-assure, and 
whom he saluted at parting with w(»rds of peace, but dis- 
trusted and unretumed by them. 
Th&t night David waa awaked from his slumbers to hear 
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the story related of the murder of his son. A swift mes- 
senger on a dromedary had eclipsed the speed of the jaded 
mules, and brought the news. The monarch rose from his 
bed> tore his clothes, and lay on the ground, clenching his 
hands, or with them striking his breast. In this position 
he remained till the watchman on the turret beheld a cloud 
of dust on the northern road, and through it distinguished 
the king's sons mounted on their mules. This intelligence 
he immediately announced; but he had scarce ended speaking 
when the young men bounded into the palace; but, per- 
ceiving their father prostrate weeping, they could not speak, 
but wept too. After a pause, however, they corroborated the 
doleful tidings. 

Absalom fled, and took refuge with his mother's father, 
Talmai, the ruler of Oeshur,[a rural district bordering on 
the lake Merom, where he remained for three years. 
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CHAPTER XVin. 

Absalom's conspiracy. — David's flight to Mahanaim. — ^The battle in 
the oak-forest of Gilead. — ^Absalom is slain by Joab. 

DuBiNG the absence of Absalom the heart of David was 
distracted between the affection he bore his son and the 
resentment he was obliged to assume and manifest against 
that son's infraction of the law. He had been gniltj of 
murder — of killing his own brother — ^to the monarch a 
double grief and humiliation, for the assassin and the yiotim 
were both his sons. David yearned to embrace the beauUfal 
youth — ^the pride of his eyes, but his offended dignity for* 
bade the reconciliation. At length, through the interference 
and pleading of Joab, Absalom was permitted to return to 
Jerusalem, and to reside there in his own house, but not to 
enter the palace. Two years he thus spent without ever 
seeing his father's face. Annoyed at being so long unnoticed 
and neglected, he sent a messenger to Joab to pray him to 
intercede with his obdurate parent ; but the wary veteran 
declined the mission. A second time he despatched a ser- 
vant to tell him he wished to see him; Joab refused to come. 
Whereupon Absalom was enraged, and, forgetful of his 
previous offices on his behalf, commanded his men to bum 
down a crop of barley belonging to Joab, in a field dose to 
his own estate. The stem old soldier's indignation was 
aroused by this wanton mischief, and he flew to the spot to 
upbraid the youth for his base and ungrateful conduct. 
"Why have thy servants set my field on fireP' fiercely 
demanded the grim warrior. Absolom answered blandly, 
''because thou wouidBt not com^ ^hen I sent for thee. 
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Now tell me wherefore was I inyited to return hither from 
Geshnr? There I lived in my grandfather's halls, still wel- 
comed by his hospitality; there I walked amid mulberry and 
fig-trees, festooned by vines and honeysuckle; there I 
wandered through woods of holm-oak and willow, and 
strolled among bubbling springs, trickling f oimtains, rushing 
streams, dashing torrents, and roaring cascades, the music 
of the waters mingling with the brisk song of the linnet, 
and the bulbul's gushing gale of melodies. There was 
heard the voice of the bridegroom and the bride, the 
sh^herd's reed, the joyous chants of vintage, and the 
hymns of the harvest. There I was happy. But here 
my father shuns me, and the people accordingly despise me. 
I am secluded in my own mansion, and forced to assume a 
melancholy foreign to my nature, to mimic g^ef when I feel 
it not. Silence reigns in my courts — ^no soimds of mask 
or revel are there to cheer the loneliness; the daughters 
of the dance are forbidden to come; the harp and the 
flute are dumb; shoutings have ceased in my vineyards, and 
merry-makings in my fields; and all about me is a gloom, 
as if I were a leper or plague-struck. Why didst thou not 
let me remain with Talmai? Here I will not stay, unless 
my sire restore me to his favour. Let me, then, I beseech 
thee, be introduced to the king. If I have offended the 
statutes, let him order me to be punished, if so to him it 
may seem fit." Joab related to the monarch what had 
passed at this interview, and David relented from his ire, 
and consented to receive his son. When Absalom was 
ushered into his presence^ he prostrated himself humbly and 
appeared so submissive and penitent, that the father's heart 
was touched with pity; love supplanted anger, and judicial 
reeentment yielded to the instincts of paternity. He 
sprung forward to lift his son from the ground^ and grasped 
him in a fervent embrace, and kiaaed bioi. 



V 



204 THE SHEPHERD KING. 

During tlie long period that Absalom had dwelt on his 
estates at Baal-hazor, he had witnessed many manifesta- 
tions of hostility to the rule of his father on the part of the 
inhabitants. The tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh -united, 
were more populous and wealthy, and possessed a larger 
extent of territory and a richer soil for their heritage than 
that of Judah. Until the election of Saul to the monarchy 
of Israel, Sechem had generally been considered as the 
capital of the Hebrews, and had been consecrated by some of 
the most interesting incidents in the history of their fore- 
fathers. When Abraham quitted the land of Haran, and 
entered into Canaan, it was here where he first bmlt a 
shrine. In the neighbourhood Jacob dug the well destined 
to be so memorable afterwards. The opposite bluffs, which 
form the gateway to the valley where the town is located, 
are Ebal and Gerizim, the hills of cursing and blessing, and 
on the top of the latter stood a temple, the object of much 
veneration. Shiloh, another town of Ephraim, was the metro- 
politan seat of religion. Here were the tabernacle, the altar, 
and the ark, until the last was carried away by the Phili- 
stines in the time of Eli. Here the boy, Samuel, was dedi- 
cated to the service of Jehovah, and passed his childhood in 
the sanctuary, and was taught religion while he learned his 
letters. Here, when the lamps went out in the temple, and 
he was laid down to sleep he heard, or fancied that he heard, 
the voice of the Lord, calling, " Samuel." Here also was 
held the yearly feast, when the daughters of Shiloh came 
out to dance before the ark; and here, on a certain anniver- 
sary of the festival, they were seized and carried oiff by the 
Benjamites for their wives. It was natural, therefore, that 
the Ephraimites should be jealous of the precedence accorded 
to Judah, and that they should be envious of Jerusalem as 
the successful rival of Sechem, and hate Zion that had sup- 
>lanted Shiloh. They looked ■vr^oii^'D^i^d. «£ an. usurper to 
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whom they owed no allegiance, 'and whom it would be 
meritorious to deprive of his authority, and dispossess of his 
throne. The disaffection was quite as strong in the northern 
provinces, as Absalom found when he took refuge with his 
kindred at Geshur. There the inhabitants were a mixed 
race, as much Oanaanitish and Phoenician as Jewish — ^his 
own family was Syrian; and, being removed by distance from 
the political influence of Judah, they were quite as favour- 
ably disposed towards Damascus, or Tyre, or Sidon, as 
Jerusalem. By all the surrounding peoples David was 
abominated, not only as their subjugator, but their tyrant, 
since the terrible atrocities he had perpetrated on the 
Ammonites. To carry on his numerous wars and support 
the splendour of his throne, he had imposed a system 
of taxation, which was extremely severe, and remorse- 
lessly levied on his subjects. The monarch indeed had 
been spoiled by fortune: he had become proud, arrogant 
avaricious, vindictive, cruel, and lately he had entertained 
extraordinary ideas about his exclusive importance. He 
had adopted the inflated notions of the kings of Babylon 
and Nineveh, and other eastern potentates, who believed 
in their own divinity; he had imagined that he was 
specially exempted from the common lot of mankind, that 
death was not to be allowed to touch his body, which was to 
live for ever in endless happiness and glory on the earth, 
and even that he was the son and heir of Jehovah. These 
wild conceits, bordering on insanity, offended several of the 
members of his council, irritated some amongst the priest- 
hood,' and excited both the anger and the fear of the popu- 
lace, who knew not to what extremes of coercion and oppres- 
sion an immortal sovereign might resort. Hence there was 
growing up a dislike to his government and a distrust of 
his actions in the province of Judah itself, and even in his 
favourite city of Zion. 
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Absalom was vain and fond of admiration. The most 
handsome of the children of Israel, even surpassing in beauty 
his father in the prime of his manhood, he affected pomp and 
show, in order to set himself off in the regard of the people, 
who indeed were delighted to look on his countenance; for he 
was affable and gracious, as well as comely. There was a soft 
grace about his manners quite captivating. His smile was 
winning, although unmeaning, the stereotyped broad grin 
which is society's polite salute. His sweet voice, and effemi- 
nate face without a beard, whose absence however was 
amply compensated by the profuse clusters of his curling 
locks, drooping in long tangles down his neck and back, as 
rich as the golden festoons of a flowering acacia, inspired 
gentle emotions suggestive of tenderness, and were quite in 
contrast to the dignified and haughty deportment, and the 
features, now become severe, of his father, who was advancing 
towards old age, and moreover had lately been much soured 
by domestic troubles and the cares of state, as well as 
estranged from human symapthy by his outrageous opinions 
in regard to his divine rank and exalted destiny. In spite 
of his mild ingenuous physiognomy, Absalom was ambitious, 
but his aspirations were for the childish vanity of ruling. 
He perceived the gradually increasing influence of Bathsheba 
at court and in the coimcil, and het complete control over 
the heart of David, who seemed to doat upon her and to 
lavish all his fondness and bounty on her and her son 
Solomon, whom she had borne to him the year after the 
death of her first child, and who was then a fine youth, with 
a harvest of promises. The thought of being superseded by 
a boy was wormwood to the soul of the older brother. Besides 
he could not forget his long banishment, and his nearly as 
long relegation to his own house, nor forgive his father for 
resenting an offence which he himself considered a virtue 
Hence he determined sectetlj io ccqql^ ^bT^aity favourably 
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inclined to his pretensions, and to erect the standard of 
revolt whenever an opportunity wonld offer. With this view, 
he kept in his pay fifty men as a body-gp^iard, to do him 
honour, to ride and to miarch before his chariots and horses, 
which were decorated with superb ornaments. He thus dis. 
played a princely grandeur. Furthermore, to ingratiate 
himself with the multitude, he condescended to be polite 
to the most abject, and friendly with the poorest; the more 
wealthy citizen he would salute respectfully, and when any 
of them sought to return him a low obeisance he would 
extend his arms and embrace them. With solicitous zeal, 
too, he would repair to the gates of the city and the high- 
ways, and accost any parties who had come to seek a favour 
or present a petition at court, Ot to demand justice from the 
king, and appear to take a deep interest in their respective 
cases, cursorily hinting that the government officers were 
remiss and negligent of their duties, and pitying them for 
the troubles and rebuffs to which they would be subjected, 
'*0 that I were a judge in the land," he would exclaim with 
well-feigned indignation, ^'that every man who hath a suit 
to plead, or cause to defend, might apply to me, and I would 
soon do him justice!" By such means did Absalom steal 
away the hearts of the people of IsraeL 

He had made adherents of many sagacious politicians, by 
whose advice he resolved to initiate the rebellion by the 
seizure of Hebron, the old capital of Judah. Addressing 
the king, his father, "I pray thee,'* said he, "let me go up 
to Hebron, because when I was in exile I made a vow that 
if ever I was allowed to return to Jerusalem I would repair 
thither to worship Jehovah at His altar there." David was 
pleased at his son's reverential gratitude, and willingly com- 
plied with his petition, answering, "Go in peace, my son! '* 
Immediately he departed, followed by two hundred partizans. 
While arranging his plans there, he dei^\x^^ ^\m&<8a£\.^^ Hf^ 



208 THE SHEPHERD KINO. 

visit difTerent parts of the kingdom, and instigate the 
inhabitants to revolt. "When all things/' said he» "are 
ready for the declaration of my rale, I wOl send messen- 
gers to yon to sound a particular flourish of trompets, 
by which ye will know that Absalom reigneth in Heb- 
ron." Every measure that he took snoceeded, and he 
even gained over Ahithophel, one of the wisest and 
boldest of his father's counsellors, who, when invited by 
the prince, left abruptly the sacrifice he was offering to join 
him, so much was he pleased at the revolutionary movement, 
or rather displeased with David, who had brought dishonour 
upon him by the seduction of his granddaughter, Bathsheba. 
The conspiracy became stronger every day, and the people 
flocked to his standard, not only at Hebron, but at Jerusalem 
also. Joab, perceiving the bent of the multitude, became 
alarmed for the safety of his master. Boshing to the palace 
he demanded immediate admittance to the royal presence, 
and thus addressed the monarch, " Behold the hearts of the 
people are with Absalom, who has declared himself the 
king of Israel !" A long consultation ensued between the 
two astute warriors, who judged it most prudent to quit the 
capital at once, before the populace would rise in a mob, 
and take them prisoners. '' Arise, and let us flee V said 
David to his servants. " We must make haste, else we shall 
be captured. By evacuating the city we shall save it from 
civil strife, and spare the effusion of blood." "We are 
prepared to do whatsoever our lord, the king, shaU appoint," 
answered the officials. 

Accompanied by the principal part of his household and 
their families, David left the palace. Joab led the way, at 
the head of the veterans of Adullam and Engedi, to the 
number of six hundred, and Ittai followed with a large force 
of Gittites, who, although Oanaanites, had joined David's 
cause when he was tlie im\itax^ ^o^omor of Ziglag, and 
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remamed faithful to him. The afflicted king was touched 
with this mark of devotedness on the part of the alien chief, 
and thus addressed him. '* Why comest thou with us ? 
Hadst thou not better go back to thine own country, or 
abide in Jerusalem and retain thine office under Absalom ? 
Thou art a stranger to us. Why shouldst thou expose 
thyself to our trials, and suffer on our account ? Ketum 
while yet thou mayst in safety, and mercy and truth be with 
thee V But Ittai was of a grateful disposition, and enter- 
tained a fervent attachment to the monarch, and replied, 
" In whatsoever place my lord, the king, shall be, whether 
in death or life, there even also will thy servant be." David 
answered, weU pleased with the Philistine's noble conduct, 
* Go then, and pass over with the rest !*' With deep grief 
the monarch quitted Zion, associated as it was with his 
name, and with memories honourable to his reign. He 
had always been pleased when the courtiers called the 
town he had built on the hill the city of David, and he 
was delighted to think to what pre-eminence it had attained 
above every other city of Israel under his fostering patronage . 
While passing through the streets he maintained a reserved 
anddignifiedaspect,butafterhe had passed the gates he could 
control his feelings no longer, but wept. The inhabitants of 
the surrounding districts, who were flocking to the capital 
to learn the latest news, commiserated the humbled monarch, 
and, remembering his late grandeur and his early glory, shed 
^ears of genuine sympathy. It was a large company, includ- 
ng a multitude of women and children, that followed him, 
'or he had many devoted friends; and, when they had 
rrossed the brook Kedron, he ordered a halt, and thus 
addressed Zadock and Abiathar, who, with many more of the 
priesthood, were in his train : " Carry back the ark of the 
uord to the city. If I find favour in the eyes of Jehovah, 
^e will bring me back, and I shall ^ox€^\iY^ ^"a^TL ^ \c& 
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shrine in Zion. Bat if he have no delight in me, but scorns 
and rejects me, behold here I am; let him do nnto me as 
seemethgoodtohimi Abide ye there with your two sons. Te 
may learn much that may be useful for me to know. I will 
tarry in the wilderness untH I hear from you." So the priests 
bore the ark of the covenant back to Jerusalem, and David 
directed his steps towards the hills of Judah. As he began 
to ascend the slope of Mount Olivet, he cried still more 
bitterly: he covered his head, and took off his shoes, embroi- 
dered with silk and ornamented with gems, and walked 
barefoot to express his sorrow and submission to the decrees 
of the Almighty — ^how different from the imperious being, 
exempt from human calamities, he imagined himself to be 
but a few days before! So God humbles the proud and 
chastises the wicked. All the people, likewise, who accom- 
panied him covered their heads and went barefooted, weeping 
as they marched along. 

When they arrived at the summit, David turned to take 
a last look at Jerusalem. At that remote period the town 
was confined to the hill of Zion, and the greater part of it 
had risen since his conquest of the stronghold of the 
Jebusites. There lay his palace, and the gardens, and the 
white tent of the tabernacle glowing in the sunshine like the 
flame of a sacrifice rising to the heavens. He thought of 
the happy and the prosperous hours spent there, and his 
heart swelled at the proud and tender recollections. He 
recalled the respect and esteem with which he had untU 
lately, been treated by all classes, and compared his high 
position then with his abject misery now. From the distant 
tumult of the crowded thoroughfares came a multitudinous 
hum, which seemed to him the voice of reproach and anger; 
he could almost hear the words of contumely pronounced 
against him, so vivid was his self-accusing fancy. He 
startled, for some one touQ\iedt\iQ\iQm. of his garment. It 
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was Hushai, an old tried friend, who liad hastened to meet 
him, with his clothes torn, and dust cast on his head, in sign 
of tribulation. " Ahithophel is among the conspirators," said 
he. David shuddered at the intelligence, rendered acutely 
eensitive by the rapid succession of his misfortunes, and for 
a moment could not speak. Bemembering, however, the 
interlocutor's cunning and address, he instinctively divined 
how useful he might be. " If thou accompany us, Hushai," 
returned David, "thou wilt be of no use, and may be a 
burden to us, as thou art not a warrior, but a politician. 
But haste thee to Jerusalem and pretend to be my foe, 
430 wilt thou please Absalom who wiU admit thee to his 
councils, where thou mayst be able to thwart the plans 
of AhithopheL Zadok and Abiathar are there. You can 
communicate with them, and by means of their two sons 
send me any important news you may have to report." 
Hushai reverently saluted his master, who eipbraced him, 
and they parted. Overpowered by his emotions, David feU 
on his knees on the top of the mount, and worshipped God, 
acknowledging his errors, imploring forgiveness and pleading 
for mercy. '* Leave me not to the anger of men," exclaimed 
the prostrate and agonised penitent, ^^ but punish me thy- 
self I Though thou slay me, yet will I trust in thee." 
Nevertheless he forgot not to entreat Jehovah to turn the 
counsels of Ahithophel into foolishness. 

When David's host had arrived at Bahurim, there met 
them Shimei, a wild haggard man, related to the family of 
Ejsh, who entertained an intense hatred towards the 
fugitive monarch. A reckless audacity was rolling in his 
blood-shot eyes, and his square-built jaws and prominent 
features, and the deep wrinkles about his brow and mouth 
told the tale of fierce struggles in a bold heart. " Come out 
from thy myrmidons," exclaimed the savage, "coma <ya^ 
thou bloody wretch, that I may teai t\iee m ^\feCi«e\ '^>t^csvs^ 
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filthy son of Belial ! thou lecherous scape-goat, bearing the 
sins of all Israel on thine horns and speeding to the wilder- 
ness! The Lord return upon thee the disasters of the house 
of Saul ! He was thy patron, thy master, thy lord, thy king, 
and thy father, and thou didst revolt against him. So may 
Absalom, thy son, disenthrone thee, thou craity rebel and 
base and cruel parricide !" Thus he cursed, as he moved 
along, higher up on the hill, following the cortege of staff 
officers around David, and flinging stones, and throwing dirt 
at him as he cursed. Abishai was annoyed at the infuriated 
creature, and inquired of the king, " Why should this vile 
dog calumniate my lord, and utter these foul imprecations? 
Let me go after him and I will soon silence that evil 
tongue!" But David had been chastened as well as reproved 
by afflictions, and answered ruthfully, '^Let him curse! 
Perhaps it is the Lord who hath instigated him to reproach 
me. If so, who shall say to Jehovah, 'Wherefore hast 
thou done so?* Behold my son, who is my flesh and blood, 
is mine enemy, and seeketh my life! With how much more 
reason may this Benjamite revile me. Let him alone and 
let him curse. It may be that for my forbearance and 
pity towards him the Lord wUl requite me good for evil." 

They pursued their course towaards the Jordan, which they 
forded during the night, with their camels, horses, mules, 
asses, and military munitions, and passed on rapidly towards 
the Jabbok, which they also crossed, and, marching through 
the forest of GEead, entered Mahanaim, after the death of 
Saul the temporary capital of the kingdom of Israel. It 
was then a waUed city of much consequence, the metropolis 
of the fierce tribe of Qud — ^how changed from the sylvan 
glades, in whose leafy nooks Jacob met the angels on his 
return from Padan-aram ! The troops were exhausted with 
hunger and fatigue, for their flight had been rapid, in order 
to escape from the puisuit oi Ab^oxcL, ^isA TQ»Ah the hilly 
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district, where it was broken up by ravines and gullies, 
furrowed by rivers and overgrown with woods. The country 
was indeed picturesque and beautiful. Green knoUs, spotted 
with countless blooms, opened out through the dense coverts, 
rising gently here, precipitously there, up to the rocky 
heights. Wheresoever a stream meandered, there was a 
fringe of wiUows shading the gliding waters from the sun- 
shine, and a long waving line of oleanders scenting the 
atmosphere, which in the hot steamy dells was further 
enriched with the perfume of the native balsam. To relieve 
the wants of the soldiers, Shobi, who had been allowed to 
remain in Ammon^ on the payment of a yearly tribute, and 
Barzillai, ruler of Bogelim, brought carpets, rugs, basins, 
bowls and pitchers, and wheat, barley, parched com, flour, 
beans, peas, lentiles, honey, butter and cheese. The people, 
half famished, greedily devoured the provisions with which 
they were amply supplied. Then David marshalled his 
forces, now increased in number by volunteers from the 
warlike Gadites, and adherents to his cause in different parts 
of Israel, who had left their homes, and joined him, and 
divided them into three brigades, under the .command of 
Joab, Abishai, and Ittai. " I will go with you, and direct 
the movements myself," said the martial monarch. " Nay," 
answered his captains, 'Mhou shalt not accompany us. If 
we be killed our loss will not be missed, and can be supplied. 
But who is to fiU thy place in case thou fall? Thy life is 
worth ten thousand fighting men. It is better that thou 
remain in the city with the reinforcements, and come to our 
succour in case of need." The monarch replied, "What 
seemeth to you best that will I do." But feeling deep 
anxiety about his son, he commended the youth to the 
indulgent i^gard of his generals. Addressing them 
earnestly, he said, *' Deal gently for my sake with Absalom J 
He is but a young man, thoughtleaa^ c^aidi \&fiic^T\ssc^s^^ 
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more foolish than wicked. Spare him on my acconnt !" Sncb 
was the charge the affectionate father gave in respect to his 
nndutifol son. 

On the eyacoation of Jerusalem by David and his party, 
Absalom came up from Hebron and took possession of the 
capital. He was accompanied byAhithophel and manyfriends. 
Soon after Hushai arrived^ and paid his respects to the joxaag 
usurper, saluting him most courteously with^ " God save the 
king! God save the king!" Absalom was rather displeased at 
his tardy adhesion to his cause^ and answered reproachful^/ 
" Is this thy kindness to come so late? Why did I not see 
thy face before?" Hushai artfully replied, "I waited to 
ascertain whom the Lord and the people of Israel would 
choose. Thou art he, and with thee will I now abide. As 
I have served thy father, so will I serve his son." The 
prince was satisfied with the excuse, and took hun into his 
confidence, making him one of his privy councillors. On 
the next dayAhithophel addressed Absalom, and applied for 
a force of twelve thousand men to pursue after David. "I 
will overtake him in the gorges of the hills before he 
escapes beyond the Jordan, and fall on him weary and 
dispirited. I will smite the king alone, for the rest will 
flee, or join us at his death : so will peace be restored again 
to Israel." This was very shrewd advice, and if it had been 
promptly followed, might have ended the civil war at once. 
But the curse of divided counsels prevailed in the assembly,, 
and Hushai was called upon to give his opinion. "Thy 
father," responded he, addressing the prince, "is a mighty 
man of war, of profound sagacity, and strange devices. Be 
sure he will not long remain in any place at once. Now hid 
in a pit, then concealed in a cave, afterwards lying in 
ambush in a thicket — ^you will never be able to seize him in 
his den. Besides, he has his stem old warriors with hini, 
chafed and furious, and wild, aa \^9iX& -cobbed of their cubs. 
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They will give no qnarfcer, but cut off your stragglers, and 
weaken your armies by piecemeal, so well are they acquainted 
with the country. We have no troops that could oppose 
them in guerilla warfare. But wait till thou hast collected 
from every tribe all the hosts, of Israel. Then shall thy 
soldiers be as the sands of the sea for multitude. Con- 
fident in thy strength, thou mayst then go forth to battle." 
"It will be an idle voyage on a sea of froth," sharply 
retorted AhithopheL Hushai, regardless of the interrup- 
tion, resumed: "Lead the troops thyself, nor yield the 
honour of a victory to a lieutenant: he may rob thee of 
victory's reward; who risks may win the prize, not he 
who dares not venture." The suggestion pleased highly 
the commanders, who were jealous of Ahithophel's influence, 
and was adopted by Absalom, who was flattered at the idea 
of , being the generalissimo. Ahithophel, however, was 
extremely mortified, and disgusted at the decision, and left 
the council in a huff, saddled his ass, and went home, put 
his household affairs in order, and hanged himself; for he 
perceived the only chance of success for the rebellion would 
be lost by the delay that would be occasioned by the national 
levy ibs proposed. But Hushai proceeded to communicate 
what had transpired to Zadock and Abiathar, who despatched 
their two sons, Ahlma?; and Jonathan, to where David was, 
then camped in the wolds, to urge him to precipitate his 
flight, and pass quickly over the Jordan, and take refuge in 
the wooded fastnesses of Gilead, which advice the monarch 
duly followed. 

According to the counsel of Hushai^ Absalom gathered all 
the troops of Israel together at Jerusalem, and placed over 
them Amasa, a maternal relative of Joab, and led them 
forth in pursuit of his father. It was a vast host of undis- 
ciplined recruits, quickly got together, and no match for the 
steady valour of David's veterans. Howe^^c , \2kxs^ ^TOkS^^^s^ 
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proud of iheir zimubers^ their appointments, and their 
ready obedience, and not a little vain at the thought that it 
was to secure him in the exalted position he had seized that 
such numerous levies were about to hazard their lives. With 
hot haste he moved forward, crossed the swollen waters 
of the Jordan with difficulty, and with the loss of many 
beasts of burden, and at length reached the outskirts of 
Mahanaim, where the rival army was entrenched within 
fortifications. As Absalom was no soldier, and his general 
possessed little military abilities, they allowed their forces 
to be scattered far and near, among woods and thickets, 
through a wide district. Joab at once perceived his advan- 
tage, how easy it would be to bear down on any position, 
unsupported as it was by any contiguous post. Instructing 
Abishai to lead a considerable brigade round a circuitous 
route during the night to outflank the furthest battalions of 
the enemy located in the forest, and to drive them towards 
the city, he began at daybreak a tremendous assault upon 
the main body lodged in the environs. So fierce was the 
onset that Amasa's squadrons were pushed down the slope 
of an eminence into the pools and marshes below, where they 
were drowned or shot down by arrows, or pierced by darts and 
spears. Not a single phalanx could resist the impetuous 
attack of David's soldiers. Meanwhile Abishai had routed 
the enemy in the recesses of the wood, and was pursuing 
them through the glades and alleys. They fled wherever 
they could force their way, and sought to hide themselves 
in caves and tangled copses. The battle was scattered over 
the face of the country; for miles around there were skir- 
mishing and charging, retreating and pursuing, and more 
were killed while flying through the woods than were slain 
in hand-to-hand combat. 

Mounted on his mule, and clothed in magnificent attire, 
ablaze with gewgaws andgli\^QIi^,^i^•^ c^tcich feather that 
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adorns the goose, Absalom rode from one part of the field to 
another, to encourage the combatants ; and, while galloping 
through a wood to caU back a party of fugitives, his long 
hair caught on the bough of an oak, and dragged him off the 
beast, suspending him up in the air; so entangled were the 
clustering locks, like a wreath of golden snakes around the 
branch, that he could not disengage himself with his hands. 
One of David's soldiers found him in that strange predica- 
ment, and ran and told Joab. " I saw Absalom hanging to 
an oak," said he. "And why didst thou not smite him 
then? I would have given thee ten shekels of silver, and a 
girdle." "Had I been offered," returned the man, "a 
thousand shekels of silver, I would not have put forth my 
hand against the king's son. Did not the king charge thee, 
saying 'Beware that none touch Absalom.' I should have 
wrought against my own life." To this reply Joab retorted, 
" We must not tarry here to waste our time in idle discourse. 
Show me where is Absalom." He took three darts in his 
hands, and, as soon as he came up to the spot, without 
addressing a word to the unfortunate youth, lest his purpose 
might alter in the colloquy, thrust the weapons through his 
side, as he was dangling among the leafy sprays. Then ten 
men, who accompanied their general everywhere, and bore 
his armour, at his beck advanced, and drew their swords and 
despatched the wretch, who was still struggling. They took 
him down, and cast him into a pit that was nigh at hand, 
and laid a heap of stones upon him, his sepulchral cairn. 
The trumpets were now sounded to call the soldiers from the 
strife, and each man returned quietly to his tent. But such 
of the vanquished as remained alive, and were not wounded, 
continued their flight, and many escaped the dangers of 
pursuit. Oushi and Ahimaz were sent by Joab to inform the 
king of the grand victory gained over his enemies, and the 
death of his son. 
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While the battle was raging, David sat between the two 
gates of the city, to watch its progress, and to be ready with 
support in case of any emergency. There was a watchman 
on the tower^ attentively scanning the horizon, and reporting 
everything he saw. " There is a man running hither alone/* 
he cried out loud to the king. ''If he be alone/' remarked 
David, "'there must be tidings in his mouth." Then the 
watchman called out again, "Behold another man also 
running alone ! " " He also bringeth news," responded the 
monarch. This was scarcely uttered when Ahimaz arrived, 
for he was fleeter of foot than Oushi, and before he reached 
the royal presence, shouted out " All is welL" Then he fell 
down to the earth upon his face before the king, and said, 
" Blessed be the Lord, thy God, which hath delivered up the 
men that lifted their hands against thee ! " But David was 
anxious about his son, "Is Absalom safe?" he inquired, 
trembling with emotion. Ahimaz answered, ^' When Joab 
sent me a¥ray, I saw a great tumult, but I knew not what it 
was." Hereupon Oushi entered, and, breathing hard with 
his exertions, exclaimed, ^^Tidings, my lord, the king ! Thou 
hast been avenged this day 6f all them who rose up against 
thee." "Is Absalom safe?" repeated the harassed monarch 
to the new informant. Oushi altered his tone, and in a 
solemn deprecatory manner replied, " May all thine enemies 
who seek to injure thee be as that young man is!" The 
king was much moved — ^the father in his heart shuddered, 
and^ stopping the flow of blood, and reversing it for a 
moment, caused him to feel faint, so that he nearly felL 
With a strong struggle, however, he subdued his feelings, 
and got up to his chamber over the gateway, and there wept 
with loud sobs, repeating hysterically, "O my son, Absalom! 
my son, my son, Absalom! would I had died for thee, O 
Absalom, my son, my son I" 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

D&Tid returns to Jerusalem. — A famine prevails throughout Israel. 
— ^The horrid murder of two sons and five grandsons of SauL — 
Bizpah's heroic conduct. — David collects the bones of all the 
deceased members of Saul^s family, and buries them in the patri- 
monial sepulchre at Zelah. 

Still David wept; and the victory was turned into mourning 

to his adherents, by the persistence of his loud sorrows. They 

held no festival to celebrate their success; but kept to their 

tents in the field, or their dwellings in the town, and moped 

and lamented as if each man had lost some dear relative. 

But the king stiU covered his face, and cried, ^'O my son, 

Absalom, O Absalom, my son, my son!" This exaggerated 

grief annoyed Joab, who abruptly entered the monarch's 

apartment, and addressed him sharply thus, "Thou hast 

shamed the faces of all thy servants, who this day have saved 

thy life, and the lives of thy sons and daughters, and the 

lives of thy wives and concubines, in that thou lovest thine 

enemies and hatest thy friend. Thou regardest neither 

thy captains nor thy soldiers, thy priests nor thy magistrates. 

If Absalom had lived and we had died then it had pleased 

thee well. Now arise, show thyself to the people, and speak 

comfort to them; for I swear by the Lord, if thou go not 

forth and address them, there shall not one tarry with thee 

this night ; and that will be worse for thee than all the evils 

which have ever befallen thee." The king was subdued by 

the firm tone of Joab's remonstrance, for he perceived that 

his conduct had been reprehensible, and he yielded, scarcely 

with a good grace however, for while he acknowledged the 

sacrifices of his friends he was secretly ^ic^yvj^ ^ \^<^^^^ 



220 THE SHEPHERD KING. 

sumption of a subject, though the conunander-in-chief , in dar- 
ing to utter menaces to his sovereign. So he went f orth^ and 
sat at the principal gate of the city> and the people flocked 
to see him, to congratulate him, to pay him obeisance and 
rejoice. 

It was resolved in council that the monarch, attended by 
his victorious army, should immediately set out on his return 
to Jerusalem. At Gilgal he was met by the principal elders 
of Judah and a large multitude; and with them came Shimei, 
who a few days before had cursed him so bitterly. To make 
amends for his past hostility, and to propitiate favour for 
the future, he brought with him a thousand of his tribe 
The savage had been tamed by adversity and danger; anger 
had yielded to prudence. Throwing himself prostrate before 
David, he entreated his forgiveness, and pleaded for pity, 
which the king generously accorded, in spite of the advice 
of Abishai and others of his officers, who wanted to put the 
wretch to death. "There shall not one man suffer on my 
account," returned David, with a clemency, which is always 
wise, but in those days was magnanimous, "for now, when 
my worst enemies come to offer allegiance, I know that I am 
sovereign of Israel. Shimei, thou shalt not die. I pardon 
thee in Jehovah's name, for the sake of his mercies to- 
wards rae." 

Among the rest who had come to escort David was Bar- 
zillai, the ruler of Eogelim. He was a very old man, vene- 
rable in his looks, hale however, and still vigorous. Before 
the monarch had reached the Jordan he had joined the 
cavalcade, with his son, and a choice band of retainers. The 
king was highly gratified by this mark of respect, almost as 
gracious as the liberal gifts he had already presented to the 
troops. " Come thou over the river with me, and I will 
entertain thee sumptuously on our arrival at the capital," 
exclaimed the monarch. T\ie YioabC^ chieftain mildly and 
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politely remaried, " How long have I to live that I should 
accompany my lord to Jerusalem ! I am this day fourscore 
years old, too much decayed to be able to distinguish what 
pleasure is. Can I taste what I eat, or what I drink ? Can 
I perceive the mazes of the dance, or hear the music of songs ? 
Wherefore then should thy servant be a burden to thee? I 
wiU go a little way over the Jordan with the king. Then 
let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back, that I may die in mine 
own city, and be buried in the grave of my father and my 
mother. But behold my son, Ohimham! Let him go with 
thee, and reward him as seemeth good to thee." " Be it so," 
replied the monarchy "Chimham shall come with me^ and 
whatsoever thou requirest at my hands for him that 
wiU I do, in return for thy bounty and civilities." When 
they had crossed the Jordan, and proceeded a short distance, 
David kissed BarzUlai, and blessed him, and the good old 
man returned to die in his native town, and to lay his bones 
in the tomb with those of his ancestors. To Chimham the 
grateful sovereign was generous, and invested h im with the 
patrimonial estate which he had inherited from Jesse, so 
that the descendants pf the Gileadite, for many generations 
ploughed and reaped the fields of Boaz, and lived in the 
village of Bethlehem, where they built a caravansarai^ still 
frequented by pilgrims. With joyful acclamations David's 
return to his own city of Zion was hailed by its citizens, by an 
immense concourse of people belonging to Judah, and by 
numerous deputations from all the other tribes of Israel; 
and, reinstated in his regal office, he conducted the afiairs of 
government with more moderation for a while ; but only for 
a short period, for pride and ambition and avarice soon mas- 
tered his judgment again and brought him into trouble. 

The calamities of the civQ war did not end with the blood- 
shed in the battle. Agriculture was neglected for the exercise 
of arms, and the fields were left uatilLQdL. T\i<^ ^^^ftsafSQ>^\f^^ 
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happened to be adverse; a long drought afflicted the land. 
The green com was burned by the sirocco, the tmripened 
grains were charred in the shooting spikes; the fruits 
dropped from the boughs, or were roasted on the side 
exposed to the heat; and the leafy verdure was frizzled and 
fried; the very trunks of forest-trees, struck by the meridian 
ardour, cracked their bark, and split up to their cores. For 
days, for weeks, for monthd, the sun rose and the sun set, 
the moon waxed and the moon waned, and the stars shone 
without a cloud; the firmament by day a furnace of white 
heat, fused silver seething — ^not molten gold — ^by night a 
canopy of grey steel inlaid with diamond spangles. The 
air was hot and heavy, like the breath of fever, and smarted 
and blistered the sMn and swelled the eyes and blackened 
the lips, and dried the hair in rough crisp tangles, electric 
to the touch. Whirlwinds would rise, and lift up spiral 
columns of dust from the powdered soil and scatter them 
aloft in the air, till the face of heaven would be darkened 
as with the pall of death. G-od Himself would stride upon 
the fiery blast, ride on the lurid thunder-clouds, and career 
in the fiaming beams of the torrid sun, and fan the atmo- 
sphere into a subtle poison pernicious to man and beast; 
but He came to purify as well as to chastise. The peasants, 
who were not torn from their homes to be soldiers, the aged 
and the maimed, sowed the fields, but reaped a G-olgotha; 
they turned the sod, but only to dig their own gpraves; 
starvation racked them, gnawing their bowels, as if the 
stomach were a crop of teeth eating itself dway. They 
walked about livid and foul — ^not with the frame of a man, 
erect and proud, but with the crouching gait of a ghoul, list- 
less, scarce alive, as if created by some demon from decay. 
Pallid, sallow, clay-hued, already nearly clay, shrunken into 
rattling bones and pendant skin and stringy sinews, with a 
deep hollow pit under the chin, B\\aac^ ^^.-^ j^xAiiwJLwmk down 
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into the chest, the hair olnstered in patches on the skull, like 
mosses on a stone, and what had left the crown growing on 
the brow, like an ape*s, they tottering stalked, lank spectres, 
living skeletons, moving famines, infectious plagues. The 
eye ^ras glazed with a film, as if all was dark inside, yet had 
a wild glister as it stared up at the skies to ask if a God 
was there to permit kings to revel and lust, and him to feel 
such woes; yet not a tear could that hard, stiff, desiccated 
eyeball shed. The gaunt child refused to smile ; it had for. 
gotten its own nature, and moped and mowed like a beast; 
or, if he moved, his bones clattered, but not with infantile 
play or boyish glee. In this dreadful plight of misery, when 
t^e sterner sex became stolidly fatuous, the gentler pre- 
served their instinctive sensibilities. Many a mother strove 
to appease her famished baby's cries with her fond caress, 
when she had nothing else to give, imploring mercy, prompt 
relief, or speedy death. 

As pelicans that feed their desert brood, 

Unlocking from their hearts a store of food, 

To save their clamorous young, contented die, 

If with life ebbing they can life supply. 

So to their shrivelled bosoms matrons pressed 

The ravenous child, who eager sought the breast; 

But dried and parched was that sweet fountain's flood, 

Tet still he draws, and sucks his mother's blood. 

Thousands died by this affliction: dire was the distress, 
horrid the sufferings, and terrible the lamentations through- 
out the realm of IsraeL 

Now a fiendish plot was concocted by David, and his 
unscrupulous coa^utors, to get rid of the pretensions of 
Saul's family to the throne. Solomon was growing up 
towards manhood, and his father wished to secure for T^jr^ 
the royal heritage. He accordingly despatched emissaries 
to intrigue with the Gibeonites, to pef er a complaint for the 
wrongs they had sustained in times long past. The 
Bexgamite monarchy in order to aup]^xQB^€;^iirg*^TDi& q\x^^^^ 
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on the pait of the atuens of GKbeon, who were the Temnaat 
of the Amorites, of the stock of Canaan, but subjected to 
the Hebrews, to whom they paid r^olar tribute, had sadced 
their town, and killed many of its inhabitants. This he did 
to prevent them from joining their kindred, the Philistines, 
then waging war against Israel. " First insinuate and then 
declare that the famine/' so David instructed his messen- 
gers, ''has been caused by the butcheries of Saul on that 
occasion, and that Jehovah has proclaimed to the priests 
that he requires the lives of his children as an expiation of 
his offence," as if the remotest connection could exist between 
the two events separated by an interval of more than a score 
of years. "Instigate them to demand satisfaction for 
their grievances, and to claim revenge on the heads of their 
oppressors' remaining family!" They too well executed 
their commission : they addressed a race, naturally morose 
and vindictive, who never forgave an affront, but always 
exacted the forfeit for blood. The Gibeonites followed the 
suggestion, and sent a deputation to wait on the king. 
"WTiat can I do for you?" inquired David, as if he were 
ignorant of the purpose of their errand. The deputies 
answered, " We come to seek for justice on the house of 
Saul, who slew our fathers wantonly, and without a cause." 
" What atonement shall I make, that ye may be satisfied, 
and bless us, the people of the Lord ? " said the hypocrite. 
**WewLlltake no silver nor gold," responded they, "nor 
shall the innocent suffer by us. But Saul left sons and 
grandsons : deliver them to us that they may expiate their 
father's crime!" Of course David was perfectly willing to 
comply with a request which he himself had prompted. All 
of the male descendants of the Benjamite ruler, with the 
exception of Mephiboseth, whom David excepted on account 
of Jonathan, his sire, were seized, and surrendered to the 
uties. There were aeven oi t\iQ!&Q mnocent victims, five 
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sons of Michal, and two sons of Eizpah. These the citizens 
of Gibeon crucified (1) on a barren heath, in the proximity 
of Gibeah, the royal town of Saul, as an offering to the 
Lord!!! 

When the tidings of the execution of her sons was brought 
to Michal, she turned sick, and went mad at once, and in a 
few days after died furiously delirious. But when the news 
was communicated to Bizpah, she received it in silent 
despair, with a shudder of agony that curdled her very 
blood. AfBlictions are indeed embassies of love to the greatly 
good : she, gentle soul, in her poignant grief was stronger 
and more courageous than the proud and impetuous princess, 
her fellow sufferer. Amiable weakness is often associated 
with the sublimest heroism. The meekest of the disciples of 
Jesus was the seer of the apocalypse of catastrophes, 
undaunted amid terrors and ruin, amid the vision of 
bursting vials of wrath, opening seals of destruction, the 
careering of the steeds of Death, rivers of blood, and cata- 
racts of fire. And that disciple's Master, the sweetest and 
purest of human beings, was also the bravest. Love is 
strength, and God is love. Her's was not the sorrow of a 
virgin mourning for her vanished lover, nor the sadness of 
the widow for the partner of her lost happiness, but a loftier 
sentiment; the unselfish attachment of a mother yearning 
for her sons, and refusing to be comforted by human sym- 
pathy. Nor were her lamentations boisterous or vitupera- 
tive: her heart was silent, and saying prayers. Nothing 



(1) This human sacrifice to Jehovah is perhaps the basest action 
ever perpetrated by David. In a time of famine to accuse imiocent 
persons, because they were considered to be political rivals, as the 
cause of the public calamity, was a procedure infamous enough; 
but to affirm that God impeached them as such, and would accept 
no other price for the cessation of his wrath but their blood, is so 
monstrous a blasphemy that none more horrible could ever have 
been uttered by the worshippers of Baal or MolcK^h, 





fretting wonadUke^v; a nd j Jimn nHigtiie |a«j— ca af m, 
mi God ibe eaat her eonfideBce, and aon^t M^ i&tibft dnuj 

tpot where her dxQdren bad been mnrdoed. 
gaefcdothj and ^igead it o» the roA betoKe the 
the bodies hong, to be her eoodi, and tiiere ahelaidfroai 
the earij barley hazreat tin the zains of winter dropped agpon 
the ffamnken, desiccated frameH, a period of six mn«thn, nor 
erer wuEend the birdi of the air, or the beasts of the fidd, 
to contaminate with their toodi those sacred rdicB. Intiie 
first honrs of the morning, when the air is coldest, and death 
is abroad, most bosj, she was there, anointed by the dews of 
hearen with charity. The stan looked down i^on her 
hallowed Tigil, and saw no fairer sight on earth; Qod's 
omniscient eye beheld nothing l»ighter throughout the 
boundless realms of space; in that foriom and p»)strate 
wretch He recognised his own spirit, towering in grandeur 
>>eyond the pomp of kings, immeasurably transcending thee 
in glory and dignity, the fonl as-sassin of her sons, once as 
innocent as she, when thou wert free from ambition, and 
exempt from malice; not the yirtoes of unafflicted archangels 
could match the sublimity of that poor woman's love. How 
exalted does human frailty become by suffering, which trans- 
figures it into life divine! Her maternal instinct was a 
shekinah enshrined in the Holy of Holies. Ave Mater 
dolorosa ! On the dawning of day, when nature's altars on 
tho mountain tops were burning with the flames of the rising 
sun, and the light was chasing the shadows from the glens 
and ravines, she was there; at noon, when the zenith 
throughout all its chambers was blazing with aerial gold; 
at eve, when the distant rocks were glowing red and yellow, 
changing into the fairy purple, ethereal as a celestial mist, 
she was at her holy task. The sneering hyena would creep 
forth, but, seeing bet Btcoid B«ii\a:nfi^ -vould skulk sulkily 
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away into its den in the craggy defile; the jackals would 
come by stealth at night, rendering darkness dismal with 
their howls, and fly at her approach: she feared them not, 
nor any beast of prey, strung to desperate courage by her 
devotion. Oft the vultures would swoop down upon the 
crosses, screaming with shrill joy at an anticipated feast; but 
she 'Was ready with loud shouts to scare the foul harpies 
away: oft she would watch the eagle sailing along in airy 
circles, attracted by the smell of carrion, and mark the 
hawks stretching towards the south. At first the moor was 
green with grasses, and dappled with a maze of bushes; and 
festoons of the maiden-hair fern decorated the rocks around 
with a frill of verdure. But the summer heat soon smote 
upon the vernal vegetation, and dried the leaves and bloom 
into dust, leaving but the hyssop on the walls of crumbling 
ruins, on the shaded side of bouldets some glaucous stalks of 
rue (the herb of grace! fittest emblem of herself, and after- 
wards dedicated to another grand heroine of maternal love 
and sorrow,) and cucumber vines and gourds to climb and 
tangle about the stones and gravel. Sometimes she fancied 
that the iron-ribbed precipice was inhabited by sylphs or 
elves, that the shadows amid the hills were the passage 
of angels, and a fog in a dell the smoking footstep of the 
Deity. Nor was she deceived; for God was there, strength- 
ening that love which was the life of her souL The day 
brightens on the gibbets; the dead must awake in such a 
glorious splendour, they cannot sleep. So thought the poor 
mother; and that moment two Syrian humming birds (2,) 
flashing with purple and green, and gold, and scarlet, like 
flying jewels, shot past, chasing each other in merry gambols, 
and spinning their twinkling wings with the velocity of 
moths over the opening bells of the lilies. She imagined 

(2) The CixmyriB osea, commonly oaXLo^^^^^vooirtra:^ 
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these roamers of the Bimshine were the sotils of her sons, and 
she was blest with the fancy. And then her memory would 
recall pleasures long past, the sweet odonr of the dead 
flowers of the heart. Darkness had objects for her eyes to 
gaze npon; in the gloom she conld see the figures of her 
sons. She would hear their voices in all the sounds of the 
wilderness, in the shrill bnrr of the grasshopper, the cicada's 
brisk trill, and the myriad hum of insects, in a strife of 
contending notes, in the sigh of the blast, the rash of the 
whirlwind, and the moans of the storm. And that mysterious 
silence of the desert, which awed the patriarchs in their 
midnight tents, brought whispers to her from the land of 
spirits. All the while, in the inefiSeible peace which filled her 
soul she felt the assurance of divine approbation, and found 
relief, if not joy, in this faithful discharge of what she 
considered her duty. After something higher than peace 
and happiness she aspired; it is what a mother fondly seeks, 
to be reunited to her sons. 

On that wild heath she lingered, like the dove 
That flutters long around its nest of love, 
And flaps its wings, and chirps aloud, to seek 
Her young, whose blood has whet the falcon's beak. 

Eizpah's heroic conduct was told to David, and he was 
shocked at the news. He felt sincere compunction for the 
deed; he justly accused himself as a wretch, altogether evil, 
and would have atoned the crime by any punishment. At 
the same time he could not but admire the lofty devotion of 
the good mother, whose love was piety. The purest and 
most holy religion is of the heart and not the intellect ; 
deeds and not creeds must be the prophet's flying roll, (3) 
mounting with cherubic wings to the threshold of Heaven's 
portal — man's only passport to that realm of eternal beati- 
tude. How black a fiend David looked when he compared 

(3) Zechariah, chap. v.,^6t.\,'i.^\wA^, 
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himself to that angel of light! However, to make such 
amends as lay in his power, he commanded his officials to 
take charge of Eizpah, and treat her kindly. But grief had 
cleft her heart-strings, and she pined away quickly ; now 
like that flower, already described as crushed, when it is cut 
by a sweeping scythe, yet hangs by a single string by which 
its pendant stalk sucks a little sap to preserve it for a few 
moments from fast approaching death. He also ordered the 
remains of the martyred victims of his own selfish and cruel 
policy, and the bones of Saul and Jonathan, which had been 
buried at Jabesh-gilead, to be gathered together and interred 
in the family vault at Zelah. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

The cemms of the people. — A pestflence sDntes 70,000 of the 
inhabitants. The priests desire a temple, bnt forbid David to 
build it, yet allow him to prepare the materials for it. — ^llie 
rebellion of A.doniJah. — ^David's death. 

No evils eqnal those oocasioned by the passicms of the 
hnman heart. What are the maladies of the flesh com- 
pared with the sickness of the soul! What are physical 
disasters to the ruin effected by envy and malice ! Volcanoes 
spouting liquid flames, and overwhelming vineyards and 
cornfields and meadows with torrents and rivers of fiery 
lava; earthquakes tearing up the iron ribs of the globe, 
and splitting the granite hills with subterranean thunder, 
engulfing in the black abyss whole provinces with their 
multitudinous inhabitants; the havoc of the waterspout, 
the sack of the whirlwind, and the wreck of the ocean, are 
insignificant to the desolations of the earth, the ravin of 
farms, the plunder of towns, the butcheries and extermina- 
tions, the imprisonments and exile, and the degradation 
and decrepitude of nations, resulting from the foul avarice 
and the fierce ambition of kings and conquerors. Nature, 
besides, endeavours to repair what she injures, and is always 
disinterested. Benevolence with her is law; eadi element 
assists in educing good for the general benefit. The sim 
and moon and stars, the light and darkness, thunder and 
lightning, the frost, the rain, and the dew, the universal 
life-sustaining air, the multitudinous streams of the sea, 
the forest trees and lowly bushes, the green turf, the 
TTdrzng herb, the lichen, an<it\i<&TQ<^^,Ai^Q not for them- 
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selves alone, that they may gratify their own individuality, 
but exist that they may communicate a benign influence 
one to another, and contribute to the improvement and 
happiness of the whole sentient, organic, and inorganic 
world. Their mission is love and charity. But man is . 
selfish; he sees the universe in himself, and, provided he 
can administer to his own desires, and gratify his own appe- 
tites, he cares not for the wants and sufferings of his 
brethren, and the mute appeal of the beasts for succour, 
when afflicted, are by him, in his intolerant pride, unheard 
or neglected, or repelled. So David, reinstated in authority, 
and restored to previous fortune, grew again inflated with an 
inordinate conceit of his own merits, regardless of the rights 
of the people, and oblivious of his duties to his fellow-men. 
He had subjugated the neighbouring nations, so that the 
Jews had never been so powerful before; the cities of the 
Ganaanites, the provinces of Moab, Edom, and Ammon had 
been plundered and laid waste; Fhodnicia feared his arms 
and courted his alliance ; hence his kingdom was paramount 
among the realms of Syria. Great was the respect he 
inspired; but greater still was the dread entertained for his 
name, associated, as it was, with marvellous talents and 
wonderful success. In the arrogance of his heart, so it was 
accounted in his time, and in his case perhaps truly, he 
determined to ascertain the number of his subjects, that he 
might know over what hundreds and thousands he held 
despotic sway, in order to impose a stricter military conscrip- 
tion, and a taxation stiU more grinding upon them. He 
divulged his wishes to Joab, who was opposed to the design, 
but yielded to the commands of his sovereign. With several 
captains of the host, the commander-in-chief proceeded to 
take a census of Israel, beginning at Aroer, in the tribe of 
QbA, across the Jordan, and continuing northward to Gilead 
and Bashan, till he came to Daa-^aAXL, ^Wdl<;^ \*\£a^s&%\«^ 
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Zidon, he coasted the border to Tyre, and passed through 
the districts belonging to the Hivites and Ganaanites, and 
finished at Beer-sheba, the soathem confine of Jndah; and 
the number amounted to 800,000 men, fit. to bear arms, an 
enormous proportion to the small extent of territory. No 
doubt, in this calculation there is a gross mis-statement; 
that figure divided by ten would be a more likely sum. All 
people are prone to exaggerate their national power and 
prowess, and none excelled the Hebrews in the concoction of 
idle tales about their peculiar and exdusive glory, and exalted 
grrandeur: truth was not the Jehovah they worshipped. 

It so happened that a short time after the census a plague 
broke out through the land of IsraeL The weather conti- 
nued to be unfavourable to agriculture; drought prevailed 
for several years successively; the harvests had been scathed, 
the vintage blasted; the mercy-seat of heaven, whence fall 
the rains, and drop the dews, seemed overshadowed by 
a doud of fire, the frown of almighty anger; and the op- 
pressive exactions of the government, and the tyranny 
of David's rule, rendered the pernicious seasons more 
destructive and fataL The peasant had ceased to hope, 
and learned to despair. Nothing was done to relieve 
the public suffering, no mitigation of services or burdens, 
no relaxation in the demand for dues and taxes. The 
people, already enfeebled by want, were now exposed to 
the infliction of a pestilence, sudden in its advent, swift in 
its march, and dreadful in its progress. Thousands would 
be seized in an hour; a whole city would sicken in a nighty 
a province be attacked in a day. Mysterious as was its com- 
ing, so was its exit: silently it approached as night, secretly 
it vanished as death. It seized the victim with gpriping 
pains, wrenching and twisting the bowels, and cramps that 
writhed the limbs, like strangling snakes. Copious efflux- 
ionB ensued, until the serum waa atc^tiii^ ovjit of the internal 
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organs as £rom a pressed sponge, and the blood thickened 
and fixed in the large vessels: it seemed as if some nervons 
spasm had clutched in its tetanic grip the capillaries of the 
arterial system, and congealed the fluid life into ice. Vital 
warmth fled long before existence ceased: gone were the 
florid tints of health, the laughter-rovel of the eyes, the love- 
smile of the lips ; a pale livid hue suffused the countenance, 
a cold, dammy sweat pervaded the whole body, and black 
death was closing the shutters, while there was yet light, 
over the windows of the soul. So rapid the emaciation, 
the frame could almost be seen wasting. Seventy thousand 
men are said to have perished in this epidemic. 

Zadok and Abiathar, anxious to gain political influence 
for their order at the expense of the obnoxious monarch, too 
tenacious of his hoards of wealth, endeavoured to propagate 
the belief that this terrible scourge had been sent upon the 
people on account of his sins. They seem to have made use 
of Gad, the prophet, as an efficient instrument in imposing 
upon David's credulity and exciting his fears. It is related 
by Jewish historians, in reference to this epoch of troubles 
and disasters, that the Destroying Angel stood on the 
thrashing-floor of Araunah on Mount Moriah, afterwards the 
site of Solomon's temple, and stretched out his hand toward 
Jerusalem to destroy its inhabitants; but that the Lord 
repented him of the evil He intended, and commanded His 
minister to desist in his career of ruin and desolation; and 
that when David saw the angel that smote, not himself 
who deserved the stroke, but the innocent people, he cried 
out with the remorse of a stricken conscience, "Lo ! I have 
sinned, I am guilty! But these sheep, what is their crime? 
Let thine hand, I pray thee, be against me and my father's 
house, but spare them who have done no wrong!" It is 
added that, by the advice of G-ad, the king raised an 
altar on the spot^ and sacrificed oxen ioT X^ros:^ ^s^^ 



234 THK 

peace oAernigiy and the pestflenoe immediate ceased. 
This wtorj is more honomaUe to Barid's heart tfaaa 
to hia undentanding: it is at aoj zate more creditable 
to him than to the angd, or the angd's Master; and, if it 
prores anything; it denunutrates that he was beoaming 
imbecile and doating. It makes the Deity first mynst, next 
malicious, and then penitent. It elerates Gad in his inso- 
lence to the position of a snpr&-cherabic being, acquainted 
with the fiat of omnisdence, and armed with almightiness. 
It would be hard to say whether the arrogance or the blas- 
phemy of the prophet were the greater, as narrated in this 
fable. If he personated the maleficent spirit, dresed in appro- 
priate costnme, and standing in 4 theatrical attitnde on 
Aratmah's thrashing-floor, as looks likely to have been the 
case, it would require Hebrew words suffidently strong to 
condemn the impious deceit : the melodrama turns from being 
a farce to being a tragedy. 

Having sufficiently frightened the monarch for their 
purpose, the prelates proceeded to insinuate that the vast 
sums abstracted from the labour of the community by odious 
exactions, and which were lying in the treasury, should be 
expended in the building of a grand temple at Jerusalem. 
The gift of his accumulated wealth would expiate the guilt 
of his accumulated sins ; the present to the priesthood was 
to bo the price of a retrospective as well as prospective bill 
of indemnity. Such is the logic invariably used whenever 
episcopacy sets about to circumvent kingly avarice. A 
national church, with a metropolitan see, would require a 
high order of hierarohs, and improve the condition, and 
elevate the standing of the clergy. Hence by every means 
of ghostly coercion and terror they tried to make David 
disgorge his ill-gotten gains to enrich them. Never for a 
moment did it strike their minds how much better it would 
e been for his wretohod Bub^ects had the sovereign never 
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levied sncli a grinding taxation on their industry^ nor raised 
so enormous a revenue from their resources; and how much 
more Gk>d is pleased to see his creatures happy, and in the 
possession of the necessaries and comforts of life, than to 
be worshipped in a fine house, as if He, who has the universe 
for his pantheon, takes more delight in a gilded or 
marbled fane than in a hut of day. David complied 
with their desires, but not without misgivings, and sur- 
rendered to them the immense treasures he had col- 
lected and deposited in the royal coffers, amounting to 
three thousand talents of the gold of Ophir, of the value of 
J616,425,000, and seven thousand talents of refined silver, 
worth ^2,395,312 10s., nearly twenty millions of our money, 
besides brass, and iron, and precious stones, and marble, 
and timber of cedar. By the liberality of his example, 
perhaps by hints which were tantamount to commands, the 
chiefs and elders of the tribes, the rulers and magistrates, 
commanders and captains, had all to subscribe ; and their 
contributions brought in seven thousand talents and ten 
thousand drachms of gold, and ten thousand talents of silver, 
being the incredible sum of ^£41,754,875, besides eighteen 
thousand talents of brass, one hundred thousand talents of 
iron, and proportionate quantities of gems of unascertained 
value. Probably all the items would reach in round numbers 
to a hundred millions of pounds sterling, no trifling imposi- 
tion to be levied by the priests, under the name of Jehovah, 
for the purpose of building a church. As the precious 
metals, moreover, were worth ten times as much then as 
now in reference to the purchase of property, food, clothing, 
and other articles, the sum would represent a thousand 
millions, or a fifth more than the national debt of England. 
Well might famine and pestilence rage through the realm, 
where the people were at once oppressed by a tyrannical 
government and a grasping priesthood. Prof^cyos^ ^^2s!ca^ 
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epocli, the Levites were generally poor, but now, since they 
had managed to connect themselves atid their church with 
the State, they shared with the king the principal part of 
the plunder of the nation. They were now divided by David 
into twenty-four orders, and put in charge of every sacerdotal 
interest. They were governors of the sanctuary, educated to 
be musicians, to sing odes, and chant prayers, to play on 
the harp and psalteries, to blow the bugles and hautboys^ to 
jingle the timbrels and clash the cymbals; they were em- 
ployedasbeadles, sextons, vergers, and porters; theyhadcharge 
of the sacred treasures and the offerings dedicated by the pious 
or conscience-stricken, to buy pardon or bribe a favour; and 
all these servants of the tabernacle received regular stipends 
from the government, and lived on the fat of the land. 

But to David they would not allow the honour of con* 
structing and opening the superb edifice they intended to 
erect. The king was now frail from age, peevish, and 
irritable, and more than ever selfish, so that he was inclined 
at times to rail against their rapacity ; his heart at other 
times would relent in favour of the poor to save them from 
priestly extortions, — ^he liked not to see them robbed by 
others, though not indisposed to pilfer them himself. Hence 
he offended the whole episcopacy, who cast their eyes on 
young Solomon, manifesting already a love of pomp and 
show, and him they considered a more likely instrument to 
further their designs. "Thou art a warrior, and a con- 
queror," they would say to the infirm, and now at times 
imbecile monarch, " who hast carried on great wars, and 
committed havoc and slaughter without end. God will not 
accept the donation from thee. But thy son, Solomon, has 
never yet spilled blood; he is pure and undefiled; he has 
always known peace, nor ever been in battle. Him Jehovah 
hath chosen to build his temple, to dedicate it to His name, 
and to inangvatbte it with, due xitea «iai<\ Q^^mon^voa. Thou 
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xnayest prepare the materials for the work, engage masons 
to quarry and cut the marble^ smiths to manufacture the 
bolts and nails, carpenters to square the timbers, braziers to 
fabricate the implements of brass, jewellers to fashion the 
utensils and ornaments of gold and silver, and lapidaries to 
engrave the gems; but thou must not attempt to raise the 
walls, or put one stone upon another." The priesthood had 
very suddenly become tender of bloodshed! 

Dissatisfaction again became rife; the people murmured 
at their oppressions, and their hearts grew cold towards 
David. Joab and Abiathar were alienated from him through 
jealousy of the preference captiously shown by him for 
Benaiah and Zadok. His old companion-in-arms moreover 
did not approve of the despotic influence of the clergy, and 
his old chaplain did not like to be supplanted by a younger 
prelate. There must have been very potent causes for the 
secession of these high personages, who had remained so 
firm and faithful to David through a long career of trials, 
often chequered by calamities. Hence, when a fresh insur- 
rection broke out, headed by Adongah, another of the king's 
sons, they espoused his cause, and joined his standard. The 
new pretender was only the paternal, and not the maternal 
brother of Absalom, and, like him, was of a handsome coun- 
tenance, and commanding deportment. Imitating his pre- 
decessor in revolt, he bought chariots and horses, and 
through an ostentatious display caught the eyes of the 
populace, whom he seduced by his flatteries and promises. 
When his plans were ripe for execution, he repaired to 
En-rogel, famed for its well, a fertile spot in the neighbour- 
hood of Jerusalem, at the junction of the valleys of Hinnom 
and Jehoshaphat, where he had bmlt a fine mansion, and 
planted a grove of trees, the nucleus of the celebrated King's 
Gardens of later date. Here he killed a large number of fat 
sheep and oxen, and prepared a gcsjidi i^»aJt»\ft ^??ti\.^si.\^^ 
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inyited the many partizans he had made among the officials 
of the palace, and all his brethren, except Solomon, who 
was the youngest, and of whom therefore they were all 
jealous; Joab and Abiathar were there, and amid great 
rq'oicings, the blowing of trumpets, and the shouts of multi- 
tudes, Adon^ah was declared monarch of Israel. 

Dayid, who had been for some weeks confined to his apart- 
ment, was now laid up in his bed by growing infirmities. He 
had many friends, however. Such of the old soldiers as had 
followed his fortunes when an outlaw, and were still Hying, 
stood by him. Neither Joab's nor Abiathar's desertion 
could shake their alleg^nce. Joab they feared, but neyer 
liked, and Abiathar they rather despised; but they loved and 
venerated the aged king, for to them at least he had always 
been kind and generous. Benaiah, a Levite allied to the 
sacerdotal party, a consummate general, and a worthy pupil 
of Joab, was placed in command of these, and the rest of 
the forces remaining faithful, amongst whom were the 
thirty mighty men of valour, and the body-guard of mer- 
cenaries. Zadok, tbe rival of Abiathar, a priest of far greater 
a'bilities than he, and Nathan, the firmest pillar of them all 
to support the threatened government, continued their zeal 
and their services in favour of the sick monarch. The 
prophet had been tutor to Solomon, and therefore was 
favourable to his pretensions. Informed of the proceedings 
and intentions of Adonijah, co frustrate them he sought 
Bathsheba, knowing that she possessed a perfect sway over 
the mind of David, and told her what he knew, and advised 
her thus: "If thou wilt save thy own life, and the life of 
thy son, go, get thee in unto the king, and say to him, 
' Didst not thou, my lord, swear unto thine handmaid that 
assuredly Solomon should sit upon thy throne after thee? 
Why then doth Adonijah already reign?* While thou pre- 
thy petition I wiH qotqlq m «jvA. wwj&tm'yKj words." 




THE SHEPHERD KING. 239 

Bathsheba followed his instructions. She entered the 
monarch's room, where he lay on his couch, and bowed 
courteously, and did obeisance. David inquired of her, 
" What wouldst thou?", She answered in the language that 
Nathan had put into her mouth, adding, *•* The eyes of all 
Israel are upon thee, O king! that thou shouldst tell who 
shall inherit the sceptre of thy realm. Otherwise it shall 
happen, when thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, that I and 
my son will be accounted offenders." While she was still 
speaking, the prophet entered, appearing astonished and 
confounded; and, after saluting the monarch with very 
humble prostrations, thus corroborated her statement in 
regard to the rebellion, '' My lord, O king! hast thou said 
Adonijah shall reign after thee and sit upon thy throne? 
For he hath made a grand banquet, to which he has called 
Joab and Abiathar, and thy sons, thy captains, thy rulers, 
and thy priests, and they are now carousing and shouting, 
'God save King Adongah!' But I, thy servant, and 
Zadok, and Benaiah, and thy son, Solomon, baye not been 
invited. Is this done by the command of my lord?" Then 
David turned toward Bathsheba, and, addressing her, said, 
" Even as I vowed unto thee that Solomon shall succeed me 
as the ruler of the dominions of Israel, so shall it come to 
pass this day." Bathsheba bowed with her face to the 
ground, and responded in oriental court phrase, " Let my 
lord, king David, live for ever!" " You, Zadok and Benaiah," 
continued the monarch, " take with you the whole retinue 
of my servants as a g^uard of honour, and caparison my 
mule with royal trappings, and cause Solomon to ride 
thereon, and conduct him down to Gihon. There do you, 
Zadok and Nathan, anoint him sovereign over Israel, and 
sound the trumpets with a loud fanfare, and cry, ^ God save 
king Solomon !' Then ye shall bring him back hither, and I 
will resign in his favour." 
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The conspirators, whilst they were feasting and revelling 
in their tents, spread along the banks of the Kedron — ^then 
a sylvan scene of pleasant delights, with trickling streams, 
and gashing founts, and woods of olives and groves of 
palms — ^beheld the cavalcade issuing out of the city-gate, 
blowing their horns and shawms, and followed by a dense 
concourse of people, playing on pipes and tabors, and danc- 
ing >vith great glee. They watched them skirting the wall 
which David had constructed, and winding down the hill of 
Zion toward the pool of G-ihon, in the vale of Hinnom: 
they could recognise the royal equipage, the banners and 
standards, and could hear their shouts and the notes of the 
bugle, as they were lengthened in echoing reverberations 
from the distance. Their spies and scouts soon brought 
them intelligence about the meaning of the procession, 
which when they learned, filled them with consternation and 
dismay. Joab, bold a warrior as he had hitherto been, 
dared not lead on the men about him against the hardy and 
disciplined veterans of David; he was not prepared for so 
prompt a decision on the part of the sick monarch; he 
advised, therefore, they should all disperse, and seek safety 
in flight. Adongah, fearful of the anger of his father and 
his brother, returned secretly to Jerusalem ' and sought 
refuge in the tabernacle, where he caught hold of the horns 
of the altar— deemed a sacred shelter from peril, which 
none dared to violate. There he remained, secure from 
harm, until Solomon promised that his life should be spared, 
which it was for a little while, but only until some other 
pretext should arise to slay him. 

The strength of the old king was gradually wasting; life 

was lingering like a long twilight which is to know no dawn; 

he had slept his last slumber, and awoke to dream of his last 

mortal hopes. Through a protracted illness he had been 

attended by Abishag, bia vii^vii cKs&s^aiums^ %> damsel of 
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tender years and of blooming beauty, who ministered to bis 
sufferings with a delicate solicitude worthy of a daughter; 
for Bathsheba was too much engrossed with affairs of state 
and schemes of ambition to care much for her debilitated 
lord : self was now the idol of her worship. But while 
Abishag was near him, David missed not the presence of his 
once affectionate wife. A cup of wine from the hand of the 
sweet sister of charity warmed his gelid frame, like an 
infusion of new blood; the bread or cake she presented 
was an ambrosial sacrament to his languid flesh. She was 
the gentle nurse who g^deth kindness with a halo of human 
sympathy, whom sickness blesseth when it sees, and thinks 
its guardian angel. 

David felt his last hour approaching, and wished to be 
carried into the open air. The officials carefully took up the 
ivory bed on which he lay, and bore it to the vestibule, 
placing it in front of the carved and gilded cedar pillars 
that supported the vermilion-painted portico, up which crept 
the clematis, clustering into a snowy arbour fit for a virgin's 
bower, and round which tangled and twisted the skeins of 
blue-beUs, and green hearts of the convolvulus, like a rich 
embroidery. A large helianthus stood in the parterre, close 
to the marble pavement of the porch, and held up its golden 
dial to the sun, to measure for some minutes longer its vital 
light. Bathsheba, and Solomon, and Zadok, and Nathan fol- 
lowed the retinue of the palace to the sick couch. *' Man is but 
an atom of time in an atom of space!" cried the sinking 
monarch ; " a drop of dew that exhaleth from the soil, and 
falls again upon the ground, its womb and sepulchre ; a 
shadow on the hills that melts into the sun! The great 
mystery of nature here is Hfe, but a greater mystery is death: 
it is the grand secret that wiU leveal aJl truth. If life be 
but to breathe, that breath is the air that encircles the uni- 
verse ! To live now is to feel, but to exist hereaitesi ''R\JiJck^\*i 
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know: here we liate^ and despise^ there we shall love! Hap- 
pier far is death than birth then; for it is the gate that man 
enters, and leaves^ a god in his endless progress towards 
infinite perfection. The child, new-bom, has but the sensa- 
tion of an organism, or the dull life of matter; but, as it 
develops, outgrows that simple consciousness, and forgets 
it, and learns to think, to remember, and to judge, which we 
call reason. So man is but the developed child, outgrown 
infantile thoughts and feelings; and so is the angel, 
but the man improved by his resurrection from the 
dead, and transfiguration into a purer spirit, with mortal 
instincts perhaps retained for a while till outgrown, out- 
grown tiU forgotten: it is but a continuous growth of 
the same being from material to ani'ma.!, to human, to intel- 
lectual, to divine. Thou didst make me hope, O Heavenly 
Father ! when I was on my mother's breasts ; I will pursue 
futurity with hope. If fears inspire the thoughts of those 
who breathe through clay, hope shall be the dreams and the 
c^^lestial visions of the resuscitate who wake in the spirit, 
and respire immortality. The sky is descending nearer to 
the earth; the starry firmament that shall wrap in its blue 
shroud all the spirits of the dead is moving down upon me; 
heaven is opening its secrets." Here the courtiers, and 
especially Solomon and Bathsheba, drew closer to his side 
alarmed with some indefinite terror, and the last wept 
with loud sobs, for she recollected when she was young* 
and her lord was in the prime of manhood. "Give 
us thy blessing! bless thy son Solomon!" said the 
anxious spouse and the worldly-minded mother; "and 
forget not to denounce Adorugah, and leave thy curse on 
Joab and Abiathar!" David stretched out his arm over 
the head of his son, and pronounced these words. "I 
go the way of aU fiesh, but I bless thee before I die. Be 
thou strong of heart, and Bh.ovi tlo-^aelf a man, and a king! 



THE SHEPHERD KING. 243 

I would commend unto thee Chimliam; let him eat at thy 
table, and honour him for the sake of his father, who admin- 
istered UberaUy to my necessities. Do unto Adonijah 
according to thy wisdom; but mind, he is thy brother. As 
for Joab, remember his misdeeds, his treachery to Abner and 
Amasa, whom he slew in peace, and his overbearing conduct 
and treason to myself : let not his hoary head go down to 
the grave unpunished. Nor hold Abiathar guiltless, though 
a priest." Here 'his fierce passions roused a demoniac 
rancour in his breast, which smote him with remorse, and 
appalled him with terror, for his folly and wickedness in the 
solemn moments of death. But better thoughts, angels 
descending from heaven, came to counsel him, and after a 
short pause he resumed, " O Bathsheba ! what hast thou done ? . 
Thou first didst tempt my heart with love ; and now thou 
hast led my soul astray with hate, which is worse than the 
former sin. But God forgave thee, and teach thee better, and 
pardon me, most miserable, because most guilty ! 'I have sown 
the wind, I have reaped the whirlwind.* " A slight convulsion 
seized his features. Nathan endeavoured to offer consolation. 
" This is a hard pillow for the couch of death," remarked the 
prophet. "Let me call in music to soothe thy feelings!" 
The monarch made a sign of assent : and three rose-bloomed 
youths, crowned with chaplets of flowers appeared, with 
flutes in their hands, and played a soft, slow, and solemn 
tune, fuU of melting symphonies, that lulled him Into a 
delicious reverie, and carried him away to the realms of 
spirits : it was such music as a soul could live on, as the 
body lives on air. '* How sweet a fra,gfrance is wafted from 
the grove !" exclaimed David, revived and refreshed. *' It is 
the immortal lif e-^ving breath of God that blows upon mo. 
It stirs the roses on the bush, the lilies on the sward, that 
look up to peer at Him as He passes ; the leafy branches are 
whispering of Him ; those palm-trees bow to d<i:»^5xa^V<s\&s&s^% 
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the winds perceive Him and sing anthems to His praise; the 
sunbeams brighten in their flicker with His glory; and 
nature, which is His house and temple, sanctifled bj His 
presence, worships Him in holy rapture. He mounts aloft 
through the clouds, burnishing the mists with purple, and 
green, and gold; rides through the fiery meshes of the light- 
nings, that pause and strike not, bent and curled back with 
awe and reverence; careers through the crystalline ether, 
past myriad worlds of beauty and vei^ure, filled with 
innumerable beings, in tenuous frames of vapour, glowing 
with prismatic colours, dewy with the freshness of an 
Eden-dawn of life, sporting with mirth, and exultant with 
imbounded joy; where bodies dwell in fire yet bum not, mind 
is crystallized in rime and icicles, and yet thinks, and the 
soul incarnates sunshine, and is immortal; where trees are 
sentient, plants move,andfiowers feel and speak; where sounds 
are clothed in colours, and perfumes exhale music; where 
the wind is seen, light is heard, and darkness felt; where 
heat is motion, and the lightning, that here kills, vitality' 
where all nature, organic or inorganic, lives ; where the rock 
is conscious, and the mould is sensitive; and what seemeth 
is — past the blaze of rushing comets, that feed with their 
showery light and heat decaying suns exhausted of their 
effulgence — ^past the hosts of starry orbs that gem-flower the 
firmament, and the constellations that revolve around the 
Heaven of heavens, to the central Throne, canopied by inter- 
arching rainbows of glory, guarded by the watchful cherubim 
winged with eyes, and surrounded by the pomp and magni- 
ficence, and majesty of angels, and saints, and spirits, blest 
ineffably to— to, I see thy face, O God !" and that moment 
he died smiling. It was the reflection of divine love that 
beamed upon his face, and told him that there was mercy, 
even for him, the oft-backsHding, but sincerely penitent 
Binner, 
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If thou wouldst know more of David, gentle reader, peruse 
and study his psahns; for there the faithful shepherd, the 
sweet musician, the proud king, and the repentant sinner, 
has photographed his likeness. Every book is a mirror, on 
which its author has gazed, and left imprinted his image. 
The sentiment is bestowed upon the many, the utterance of 
it upon the few. The heart feels, but the soul speaks; and 
a wise thought, happily expressed, as well as a good action* 
is a soul living for ever. 
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and Districts, County Boundaries, Roads, Railways, Rivers &c. ; 
the whole handsomely bound in one vol. folio. Price, £3 10s. 

BAILLIERE'S VICTORIAN, NEW SOUTH WALES, 
AND SOUTH AUSTRALIAN GAZETTEERS AND 
ROAD GUIDES ; a Complete Description of the whole of the 
Colonies, Compiled by Robt. P. Whitworth. With handsome 
New Maps of each Colony. Also, a Complete Road Itinerary, show- 
ing the easiest, most expeditious, and cheapest method of transit 
and conveyance of Goods to and from every place in the above 
Colonies, by Rail, Coach, Boat, Dray, or Horse. In three volumes 
8vo, to be had separately. Price, each — Cloth, with Plain Map, 
21s.; Half -bound. Coloured Map, 31s. tid. 

HAMILTON (Geo.)— THE HORSE IN AUSTRALLA; 
Its Treatment; with an Appendix on Shoeing. Beautifully 
illustrated by 17 photographs, 1 vol. 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

HANNAFORD (S.)— THE WILD FLOWERS OF 
TASMANIA; or. Chatty Rambles Afloat and Ashore, amidst 
the Seaweeds, Ferns and Flowering Plants, with a Complete list of 
Indigenous Ferns, and imstructions for their cultivation, 1 vol. 
post 8vo, p.p. 188, illustrated, cloth, neat, 5s. 

OFFICIAL POST OFFICE DIRECTORY 
OF NEW SOUTH WALES (BAILLIERE'S,) Containing 
the Names, Occupation and Residences of the Inhabitants of New 
South Wales. 1 thick 8vo vol., p.p. 1400, doth, 1867. 258. 

WE KEY (S.)~OTAGO AS IT IS: Its Gold 
Mines and Natural Resources ; Handbook for Merchants, 
CapitaliBts, and the General Public, and a Guide to intending 
Emigrants, 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

VICTORIAN EXPLORATIONS, 1860-62, 
by Landsborough, Stuart and M^Einlay, illustrated with 
Maps, Charts, and Engraving, 1 vol. 8vo, p.p. 36J, bound m cloth, 
and three Maps. 2ls. 



NOTICE TO AUTHORS. 

Mr. F. F. Bailliere is prepared to make terms, suitable 
to the convenience of the Author, for the jju^lvio.t'VKrtv 
of any Literary Works of merit. 
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